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uzhou ancient architectures become a bunch of rare flowers in the garden of world
Sarchitectures for their abundant natural resources, human cultures and exquisite
workmanship. However, only Suzhou classic gardens are well-known whereas few know
about the owners’ dwellings and most ancient residences.

Suzhou ancient residences are prevalent architectural forms and parts composing of the
ancient city. Buildings at riverside, primitive simplicity, white walls and black tiles, all
embody clear, elegant and simple artistic features. Deep courtyards and layers of doors,
characteristic brick-carving gate walls, halls, pavilions and wood engravings reflect great
ancient culture of Suzhou. For many reasons, information about history, human culture,
architectural features of these residences is rare and scatters in chorography and many
books, let alone construction drawing and technique data. Maybe this is one of the reasons
for their obscurity.

For inheriting and developing architectural art, and for gathering technique data beneficial
to remedy and protection of the old houses as well, Suzhou Real Estate Administration
chooses 20 houses, and let teachers and students of the measurement team of Tongji
University and Suzhou Institution of Science and Technology do serious on-the-spot measurement
and drawing. We choose the representative houses. According to time, there are one house
of the reign of Emperor Jiajing of Ming Dynasty, two houses of the reign of Emperor
Kangxi of Qing Dynasty, one house of the reign of Emperor Yongzheng of Qing Dynasty,
four houses of the reign of Emperor Qianlong of Qing Dynasty, two houses of the reign of
Emperor Jiaging of Qing Dynasty, one house of the reign of Emperor Daoguang of Qing
Dynasty, one house of the reign of Emperor Tongzhi of Qing Dynasty, seven houses of the
reign of Emperor Guangxu of Qing Dynasty, one house of the reign of Emperor Xuantong
of Qing Dynasty. According to architectural style, there are mandarin duck hall, gauze cap
hall, boat hall, contrast hall, house with extraordinary courtyard and fine wood carving
and so on. According to the owner’s status, there are houses of top scholar, literati,
official, merchant, etc. Different style reflects different owner’s taste and different human
culture. During on-the-spot measurement and drawing, we emphasize characteristic houses,
drawing them according to original functions and current conditions. Some are drawn
according to remaining decorations. Brick-carving gate walls are especially worthy of
attention, so we choose and draw 29 brick-carving gate walls of Qing Dynasty.

These 20 houses are like pearls picked up, reflecting long history, exquisite art and
splendid culture. We sincerely hope this book can give joy to the readers who love ancient
architecture and Suzhou culture.

Editorial Committee of Ancient Residences in Suzhou
May, 2003
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Exquisite Bridge and Flowing Water — Pingjiang River
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Primitive Residence —
Wu's Mansion at

Dongyanganbang Alley
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High Wall and Narrow Lane—
Pan’s Mansion at Weidaoguangian
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Pearl of Ancient Residence Passing into Oblivion

Vil R AR S

Witness of Experiencing Many Changes — Wu’s Mansion at Dongyanganbang Alley
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Waterfront Civil Residence —
Sight along the Lindun River
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Parallel River and Street — Sight along the Pingjiang River
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Deng’s Mansion at Cangyiaobang Alley

Building around Water
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Ancient Well — Well in the Road of Li’s Mansion at Dongbei Street



