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LESSON ONE

CHINA’S FOREIGN TRADLE TRANSPOR-
TATION

INTRODUCTION

China’s foreign trade transportation has grown with the
development of foreign economic relations and trade. Today
various modes and tools of transport are used in the foreign
trade transportation sector of China. The task of moving
Chinese imports and éxports are accomplished by sea, rail-
way, highway, air and multimodal, and all Chinese commu-
nication and transportation enterprises play main roles as
carriers. .

As an organizer, China National Foreign Trade Trans-
portation Corporation (SINOTRANS) is an architect of
foreign trade’ transportation as well. She pursues a policy of
equality and mutual benefit to develop trade with foreign
countries throughout the world. She actively adopts the use
of modern tools of transport, learns advence technology and
know—how from foreign friends as well as selects the best
tools, ways and methods on behalf of Shippers / Receivers
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and Consignors / Consignees. Meanwhile, she has her own
vessels, trucks, tugs, barges, trailers and cranes for urgent
needs. ’

BIRTH AND HISTORY OF SINOTRANS

In Apzil 1949, a few months before the founding of the
People’s Republic of China, a warehousing and transporta-
tion department was set up in North China National Foreign
Trade Corportation in Tianjin, which dealt with transporta-
tion, custom clearance, insurance etc. for the importers and
exporters. In 1951, it was merged with part of China People’s
Shipping Company and re—mamed China Overseas Trans-
portation Corporation, with her head office located at
Tianjin. Meanwhile, branch offices in Manzhouli, Suifenhe,
Dandoeng, Men and Ji—an were set up for moving carge
between China and USSR and: the Democratic Republic of
Korea. . :

In 1953, China Land Transportation Corporation was
set up with branch offices at the main sea ports and border
railway stations.- The corportation handled warchousing,
highway transportation and cargo receiving / delivering / storing
in the ports and stations. Later, in 1955, with the relaxation
of the international situation and with the development of
China’s foreign trade, the volume of sea—~borne imports and
exports increased. To strengthen the administration and the
leadership, the Ministry of Foreign Trade set up the Trans-
portation Bureau and merged China Overseas Transporta-
.



tion Corporation with China Land Transportation Corpora-
tion, forming China National Foreign Trade Transportation
Corporation, with her head office established in Beyjing. In
addition, China National Chartering Corporation
(SINOCHART) , a sister company of SINOTRANS, was
set up.

In February 1958, SINOTRANS, SINOCHART and
Transportation Bureau merged into one organization,
known intemally as China National Foreign Trade Trans-
portation Corporation, but externally retaining their own
respective names,

At the end of 1984, China National Storage Corpora-
tion, another corporation under the same Ministry, joined
the organization (known as SINOTRANS Incorporated
Companies or SINOTRANS Group) . The policy of this
Group is to co~ordinate transport and warehousing and
multi~purpose operations. Hence, apart from the original
scope, business has expanded combining transport with
warehousing, shipping and ship’s agency.
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