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Preface \ﬁ

Preface

The roles and development impact of major airports are dramatically
changing, and China’s airports are leading the way. No longer are they
simply transportation infrastructure where aircraft operate and passengers
and cargo transit. Rather, 21st century airports have become complex mul-
timodal, multifunctional enterprises driving substantial commercial devel-

opment within and well beyond their boundaries.

In addition to incorporating shopping mall concepts into passenger ter-
minals, areas near passenger terminals are seeing hotels, office and retail
complexes, conference centers, logistics and free trade zones, and time-
sensitive goods processing facilities emerge. Rapid commercial development
is making airport areas leading urban growth generators as they become
significant employment, shopping, trading, business meeting and leisure
destinations in their own right. The evolution of these new functions and

commercial land uses has transformed many city airports into airport cities.

Even greater aviation-oriented commercial development is occurring
well beyond airport perimeters. With the immediate airport area itself ser-
ving as a region-wide multimodal transportation and commercial nexus (a-
nalogous to the central business districts of the 20th century metropolis),
strings and clusters of airport-linked business parks, information and com-

munications technology complexes, retail, hotel, entertainment and exhibi-
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tion centers, industrial parks, logistics parks, wholesale merchandise
marts and residential developments are forming along airport arteries up to
25 kilometers outward. This more dispersed airport-linked development is

giving rise to a new urban form, the aerotropolis.

Beijing Capital International Airport is an excellent example of an air-
port city and greater aerotropolis in evolution. China Capital Airport Hold-
ings is working with nearby government bodies and private-sector investors
to create one of the world’s largest airport-centric developments. This de-
velopment is leveraging the rapidly growing airport (expected to reach 80
million passengers in 2015, compared to 41 million in 2005) to serve as a

logistical and commercial gateway for the 2008 Olympics and beyond.

Beijing Shunyi Airport City consists of logistics complexes focusing on
air exports, high tech and pharmaceuticals industries, shopping, hotels,
and the new China International Exhibition Centre which is expected to be-
come the largest exhibition center in China. Beijing Shunyi Airport City
will house 150,000 residents by 2010, Clusters of aviation-oriented service
industries are forming to complement numerous goods-processing clusters
around Beijing Capital International Airport, making the greater Beijing

Aerotropolis one of the fastest growing in the world.

One reason that Asia is leading the way is that its major airports are
much newer than most in the West with many located at greenfield sites
containing considerable surrounding developable land. These two factors
permit their planners and developers to fully leverage the new roles of air-
ports as multimodal, multifunctional commercial growth engines attracting"
businesses and shaping land use outward over an expansive airport-linked

territory.
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In conclusion, it is becoming clear that airports will be as important to
business location and urban growth in the 21st century as automobiles and
trucks were in the 20th century, railroads in the 19th century, and water-
borne movement in the 18th. The 21st century will be both the “Aviation
Century” and the “Asian Century”, with airport development and regional
economic development coming together in a mutually reinforcing fashion.

The chapters which follow demonstrate this clearly.

Ml oB Fasarba

John D. Kasarda, PhD, Director
Kenan Institute of Private Enterprise

University of North Carolina USA
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