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Marie Curie

Marie Curie was born in Poland in 1867. Her

Polish name was Marya Sklodowska and she

had three sisters and a brother.

Marie’s father taught science and her mother

ran a small school.



Marie grew up in a happy family. Her father

could speak six languages and told them sto-

ries from many countries.




One day Marie was looking at her father’s
cabinet filled with mysterious test tubes and
bottles. She asked him a question that would

change her life.

What are these,
father?

They are physics
apparatus, my dear.




Marie’s happy life was soon hit by tragedy.
When she was eight, her sister Sofia died of
typhus. Two years later her mother died of
tuberculosis. Marie was very depressed and
the whole family went through a very sad

time.




Why should
this happen to



Marie and her sister Bronya were very clever
at school. They both wanted to continue their
studies. At that time in Poland, only boys

could go to university.
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We'll go abroad to

That's impossible.
We can't afford it.

At first the future seemed hopeless for Marie

and Bronya.
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Are you sure you have
everything, miss?

Then Marie had a brilliant idea. They would

both work to send Bronya to Paris in France to
study medicine. When Bronya became a doc-

tor she would send for Marie and support her.



The plan worked! In 1890 Marie climbed on

a train to Paris. To save money, she travelled

in an open carriage and took all her belong-

ings with her.



Paris astonished Marie. It was so different
from Poland. People were free to read what

they wanted. They were free to study what
they chose.
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Marie began her studies at university where

there were twelve thousand other students.

P
There's even a place
for me at the science

laboratory!
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