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Foreword (1)

The “Introduction to IETF-Working Groups and Technology Standards” is an
important volume by one of the most pre-eminent networking experts within China.
Professor Xing Li, etc. bring together an important set of knowledge and experience of
what it means and how to participate in the major standards body of the Internet,
known as the Internet Engineering Task Force or IETF. I have had the pleasure of
working with Professor Li for more than a decade as he has played a key role in
shaping the Internet within China and he has made major contributions towards many
key technologies and protocols. He continues to drive new and innovative ideas for the
next generation of the Internet not only within China but also on a global basis. By
publishing this body of work within China, authors give deep insight into the makeup,
structure and inner workings of the IETF. Their goal is to further de-mystify the
process and educate the reader on the major areas of focus of the IETF. Thereby
encouraging more and more Chinese engineers and architects to get involved and
participate within the IETF.

The IETF was founded to act as the primary bodies for defining sets in internetworking
standards that help evolve the Internet and have kept it scaling for over 30 years. The
IETF is unlike any other standards body in the data communications industry and is
based on a culture best summed up by Dr. David Clark of MIT who once said “We
reject kings, presidents, and voting. We believe in rough consensus and running code.”
The IETF is an organization where an individual represents his or her own ideas
independently of the company or institution they are from and the base premise is to
provide useful and practical technologies that solve real world problems. It has created
its own way of doing things that has allowed it to move very rapidly from idea to
prototype to implementation to standard at a far greater velocity than is typical in other
standards bodies. It allows innovation to thrive and encourages new ideas to be brought
forward easily. The authors explain the structure of this unique and individual
standards process and details in depth, covering each key area of focus of the IETF
ranging from the Internet, Routing, Transport, Applications, Operation and
Management and Security areas of the IETF and the individual working groups within
each area.

Having personally spent a number of years working within the IETF and publishing
several internet drafts (the pre-standard documents) and Requests For Comments (final
standards documents), I can honestly say I wish this book had been available sooner in
-2



English to help me navigate the inner workings of the IETF. Fortunately for others this
task has just become a lot easier. I would encourage the reader to take the time to read
through this important text and hope it stimulates you to participate in and contribute to
the Internet standards effort and continuing evolution of Internet technologies.

Tony Bates

Co-Author of RFC2858, RFC2796, RFC2622, RF(C2283, RFC2280, RFC2270,
RFC2260, RFC1998, RFC1966, RFC1930/BCP6 and RFC1786

Senior Vice President / General Manager of Cisco's Internet POP Systems Business
Unit, Cisco Systems, Inc.
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