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INTRODUCTION

Since the twentieth century, modernization has been the central
theme of the world, and many books have been published. However,
up to now, we have not find such a modernization definition from them
as that of “human being is the creature who can make tools” , which
hits the mark with a single comment, conforms to the logic, and can
be tested and verified by history and scientific principle. A definition
is to describe the essence of things. We don’t know the essence of
modernization. Thus, there hasn’t been a definition of modernization
that can be accepted by all the people.

We do everything we can to implement modernization, although
we dom’t know the essence of it. Is it like a boat with all its sails in
the sea, which does not know where it shall come to anchor? Is it like
a bowman with bows drawn and arrows set who does not know where
the target is? Such absurd things have been repeating all over the
world since modern era.

The happening of these things does have something with people’s
misunderstanding for the essence of modernization. Scholars either
give a descriptive definition to, or dismember it, or fan out from a
point to an area, or regard the part as the whole, or look the image as

the essence, or regard the partly character as the total nature. Thus,
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many scholars believe modernization is equal to the tradional social
transition and insist that modern society will flourish and even ruin
with the development of productivity. Although there are many kinds
of causes, such an academic atmosphere can not evade the responsi-
bility that the benevolent see benevolence and the wise see wisdom
and everyone has his own views, and only if one can make his state-
ment sound plausible, then he may produce scholarly works, and dis-
dain to get integrated into the natural science which have been proved
repeatedly by much scientific practice.

Since the birth of analytical philosophy of history at the beginning
to the 20th century, the positivism history has been sharply attacked
since it applied the natural researching methods and findings of natural
science to history. The opponents strongly emphasize that the subject
of society is man who is active and has the subjective initiative, that
society is much more complex than nature. They believe there is no
universal law in history, deny the universal standard of truth, and de-
ny the unification of social and natural science. Therefore, to make
the statement sound plausible and to be tested by practices become the
weapons for social and historical study to defend themselves. How-
ever, they know clearly that it would be too late to regret once the re-
sult of the test is clear. The analytical historical philosophers have
never thought that it is just because history is more complex than na-
ture, history must get integrated into the natural science, and only
then, can the social and historical study break with the old patterns of
making statement sound plausible, can they become the true science.

Then, we can get a complete new understanding to the changes of hu-



man society since the Middle Ages, even to the developing history of
the whole human society.
Since the 20th century, the highly rapid progress of natural sci-

I

ence makes it not long.dream any more. The fact that the *return-to-
the-original-condition” theory dominated the natural science research
has gone forever. To explore the complexity of matters, which brought
the great transformation of our human being’s mode of thinking which
made people’s field of knowledge from micro world to macro world and
mode of thinking from the simplistic principle to the complex one,
from determinism to nondeterminism, from linear to nonlinear, has
become the main theme of natural science. The Dissipative Structure,
the Synergetics and other self-organization theories have provided the
most useful and powerful method for analyzing the transformation of
the dissecting system and for revealing the secrets of society patterns.
Searching for the regulations of modemization became a practical
thought from an unrealistic one.

Thus, if we change the mode of our thinking, explore and com-
pare the different society patterns and society transitions with applying
the General System, the Dissipative Structure and the Synergetics the-
ories, we can shed light on the deep essence of modern society and
modernization, expound the status of modernization in history, and
answer a lot of important questions such as the dynamics of productive
forces, and the real origins of surplus value, which are related with
social development.

England is the only country in the world that has experienced the

spontaneous modernization process. When we are analyzing the exter-
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nal conditions and internal mechanism of its modernization with these
scientific principles, we can discover clearly that the essential nature
of modernization which is different from other social transition is, that
the society has turned open from a closed one, that the social structure
has turned to macroscopic order from macroscopic disorder, that, as a
result, the society has gained the ability to stimulate “micro-fluctua-
tion” and then make it “macro-fluctuation” , and then the society has
the powerful energy to realize its economic and social sustainable de-
velopment. Therefore, the transition from a traditional society to a
modern one has the same law as that of a physical kingdom to a bio-
logical one. The essence of modernization is the transition from a
physical society to a biological one. So, there are not only utensil, in-
stitution, and idea scope, but also the structure one in modernization.
With the social structure’s change from simple to complex, close to
open, microscopic order and macroscopic disorder to highly macro-
scopic order, the social dynamics has changed from the mutually con-
flicting “ joint forces” into the mutually cooperating “ synergetic
forces” ; that the totality is less than the sum of all parts has turned in-
to that the totality is larger than the sum of all parts; therefore, the so-
ciety has gained the internal motive forces for development; and the
sustainable development of economy and society can not be held back.

To completely disintegrate and integrate the social structure is the
only way to modernization. In the wake of England, North Europe and
North America realized modernization. Because of the favorable geo-
graphical position. and the harmony of people, the United States of

America, as a disciple, surpassed its master. It has become the bell-



wether in now developed countries, has established the unrivalled in-
novation machine. However, modernization has its own space and
time structure. There is not a universal value in the modernization of
England and the United States of America. The modernization of other
country which is outsider the circle of Western European culture is not
a self-organization process, but a other-organization one, which is de-
termined by its own culture and history. Modernization was substituted
by commercialization in Netherlands, and it was opposed by industri-
alization in Russia, so the result was that they were obliged to change,
to restart their modernization process. In Germany and Japan, as the
part was regarded as the whole, the marketization was passed for mod-
ernization, only the economic structure was changed, the politics and
culture remained untouched, so the result was that their economy were
developed, but politics crazy, they were forcedly remoulded as devel-
oped countries. In France, it was the very reverse, the democratiza-
tion gained rapid progress, but marketization lagged behind. France
became the “sick man” in the process of European and American
modernization. England, Netherlands, Russia, Germany and France
started the five roads for mankind to explore and seek their moderniza-
tion. Although there are all kinds of modernization patterns in the
world, they all fall into the five roads. We have got a lot of lessons
and experiences from analyzing their history. It suggests that only
completely disintegrating and integrating the social structure, it can
become complex from simple, all the key elements of society may co-
operate from mutual conflicting, the society can gain the powerful cre-

ative forces to join the ranks of developed countries.
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