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Preface

This presentation is concerned with causes, patterns, processes and
consequences of ethnic conflicts and the effectiveness of a range of cultural,
political, constitutional and economic policies to resolve or manage such
conflicts. Fourteen case studies addressed the specific issues of: historical
origin and evolution of ethnic conflicts; interests and- motives of the major
social actors; role of economic, cultural, social and political factors; re-
sponsibility of the state, political parties, voluntary associations, religious
groups and other organizations; relationship between ethnic conflicts and the
broader development process; nature of external interests; and policies and
mechanisms to prevent, contain or resolve ethnic conflicts.

Chapter 1 is an overall introduction to the problematic of ethnic con-
flicts in the world today. Some of the theoretical and conceptual pitfalls con-
ceming ethnicity are dealt with in Chapter 2. In Chapter 3 we look at the or-
igin of ethnic conflicts in several of the cases covered by this book, while
Chapter 4 explores the crucial issue of how ethnic identities are structured
and defined. The dynamics and evolution of conflicts in a number of cases is
the subject matter of Chapter 5. In Chapter 6 we look at how ethnic conflicts
affect some countries’ economic development, as well as how unequal devel-
opment in other cases can be a factor in these conflicts. Chapter 7 looks at
how different kinds of policy pursued by governments deal:with ethnic diver-
sity within states, whereas Chapter 8 explores the inter — relations between
ethnic conflicts and international politics. A comparative look at how some of
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the ethnic conflicts studied in this book are being solved, and how some so-
lutions have failed, is the topic of Chapter 9. In Chapter 10 we will explore
the effect of economic globalization on ethnic conflicts. Our final chapter
summarizes the findings in this study and ventures some conclusions.

This research brings together comparative materials and distinct disci-
plinary approaches on the origins and dynamics of ethnic conflicts, ethnic
policies of nation states, and different attempts to contain, transform and re-
solve ethnic conflicts.

I hope this book would contribute to study of global ethnic conflicts.

Dr. Wang Jianfeng
September, 2005 .
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