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ABSTRACT

Augustine of Hippo was one of the greatest thinkers in western
history to whom only Plato, Aristotle and Aquina can be compared.
What Whitehead said about Plato could be applied to Augustine. Just
as western philosophy is a series of footnotes for Plato’s dialogues,
western Christian philosophy is also a series of footnotes for
Augustine’s works.

Augustine’s Christian Thought comprehensively introduces
Augustine’s main thought and is the first systematical guide to appear
in Chinese world. Focusing on the basic theme of Augustine’s
thought, namely Grace Theory, the author explores Augustine’s Chris-
tian thought systematically and deeply.

The book includes six chapters.

The first chapter “ Augustine’s life and works” introduces
Augustine’s life, especially his later life after 389 A. D., which the
book of Confessions did not refer to. Also the author lists all
Augustine’s works’ titles, versions and translations.

The second chapter “Life Experience and Theological Reflections”
explores and interprets Augustine’s basic concepts such as “fall”,
“sin” , “grace”, “love” and “eternal life” through his life encounter
and experience. It helps the reader understand the abstract theological
and philosophical categories through the thinker’s concrete life.

The third chapter “ The Development of Augustine’s Thought ”
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emphasizes the diachronic evolution of Augustine’s thought and the
basic causes for those changes. A more detailed description is provid-
ed on how his thoughts were influenced by the Neo - Platonist and how
he argued with the Pelagians.

The fourth chapter “Augustine’s Basic Thought” describes and ana-
lyzes Augustine’s grace theory. Because of humanity’s original sin, grace
granted by God is necessary for human beings to be saved. “Original sin”
came from Adam’s “fall”, and “fall” is involved in free will and “noth-
ing” out of which God created the world. “Nothing” is absolutely contra-
1y to God’s “true being”. Grace predestined by God is in tension with
humanity’s “free will”, so it is necessary to illusirate what does “free-
dom” mean for Augustine as well as “willing” or “love”. The community
of good angels and “saints” who are saved through “grace” (finally be-
cause of “predestination” ) constitutes “the city of God”. Although the
saints “belong to” “the city of God” spiritually, they have to live “in”
the “earthly city”, so it will be a problem for the two cities to co — exist
in the earthly city. Augustine also developed his theory about the rela-
tionship between the church and the state, and the relationship among
states, including the justification of war.

The fifth chapter “ Augustine’s Influence” reviews Augustine’s in-
fluence on some medieval and modern philosophers and theologians.

The sixth chapter “Modern Augustinian Study” introduces the
main achievement of modern Augustinian study, identifies the main

scholars and their main works.

Key words: grace original sin predestination free will freedom
Trinity image Nothingness evil fall love the city of God eter-
nal life just war
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