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1. The Jinsha River Canyon.

. A spectacular view of the Bend of Lancang River.
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It is the world’ s only existing “pure |
land”, depositing an everlasting dream; it is the |
last mysterious veil on the Earth; it is a paradise

integrating magnificence, beauty, steepness, ‘
wonder, seclusion, and mystery. This is the |

Three Parallel Rivers National Park in north-
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3. Azaleas in full blossom.

4. Residential houses on the bank of a gorge.
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western Yunnan Province.

The World’ s Largest State-Class Scenic
Zone, a World Natural Heritage, a World Mu-
seum with the Richest Landforms, a Biological
Gene Bank of the World, a Natural Alpine
Garden, and a Treasure Bowl of Ethnic
Cultures---Any of these titles of the Three Par-
allel Rivers National Park will easily trigger
sumptuous imaginations. Embracing special
geological formations, fabulous biodiversity,
breathtaking natural landscapes, and abundant
cultural resources in an area of 1.7 million
hectares, this natural and cultural resort is un-
doubtedly a wonder of the world.

Spanning Lijiang Prefecture, Diqing Ti-
betan Autonomous Prefecture and Nujiang Lisu
Autonomous Prefecture in Yunnan Province,
the Three Parallel Rivers is the birthplace of the
Ancient Tea-Horse Path, a famous international
commercial route in ancient times. After enter-
ing the territory of Yunnan Province, the Jisha,
Lancang, and Nujiang Rivers, all originating
from the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, run in parallel
from north to south for 170 kilometers, passing
through the Dandanglika, Gaoligong, Nushan,
and Yunling Mountains and forming a peculiar
natural and geographical wonder. In spite of the
shortest linear distance between the Jinsha and
Lancang Rivers being only 66 kilometers and
the shortest distance between the Lancang and
Nujiang Rivers being a shy of 19 kilometers, the
three rivers never converge. In the valleys of the
Three Parallel Rivers are high mountains, among

which the Meili, Baima, and Haba Snow Moun-
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tains compose a spectacular skyline, and to-
gether with the rivers, an enchanting three-
dimension landscape is formed.

The geographical formations in the Three
Parallel Rivers Scenic Area, from the Nujiang
River valley, about 760 meters above sea level,
to Peak Kawagebo, 6,740 meters above sea
level, are distributed vertically according to the
variation of altitude. As a result, this area fea-
tures a diversified climate and biomes, repre-
sented by the Southern Subtropical Zone, Cen-
tral Subtropical Zone, Northern Subtropical
Zone, Warm Temperate Zone, Temperate Zone,
Cool Temperate Zone, and Frigid Zone. It is a
visual thermometer of the globe and a haven for
Chinese rare and endangered flora and fauna.

The scenic area encompasses 118 snow
mountains at and above a sea level of 5,000
meters, tranquil primitive forests, and hundreds
of ice-eroded lakes. Peak Kawagebo, the high-
est peak of Mecili Snow Mountain, is capped
with a glittering and translucent glacier, which
spans from the peak summit to the forest in
Mingyong Village about 2,700 meters above
sea level. This is the world’™ s existing most
spectacular and rare low-altitude, low-latitude
monsoon oceanic modern glacier. This scenic
area is thus considered a geological and land-
form museum with the richest deposit in the
world. In addition, hidden in the vast primitive
forest in Mt. Laojun, Lijiang Prefecture, is China’
s largest and most complete Danxia landform.
5 BT KIRA
5. The Nujiang River Canyon.
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Here are a myriad of tortoise’ s-shell cracking
structures resulting from efflorescence of red
rocks, and one of the formations resembles a
huge tortoise composed of countless little tor-
toises and seems to advance to the East, where
the sun rises.

In the eyes of biologists, the Three Parallel
Rivers area is a Biological Gene Bank of the
World. In spite of its small area which accounts
for only 0.4 percent of Chinese territory, this
area is home to 20 percent of China’ s higher
plants and 25 percent of the nation’ s animal
species, including 173 species of mammals, 417
species of birds, 59 species of reptiles, 36 spe-
cies of amphibians, 76 species of freshwater
fishes, and 31 species of insects. This phenom-
enon is rarely seen elsewhere in China and even
in the world. At present, inhabiting its region at
and above a sea level of 3,800 meters are 77 rare
and endangered species of animals under state-
class protection, such as snub-nosed monkey,
antelope, snow leopard, Bengali tiger, and black-
necked crane, as well as 34 kinds of plants under
state protection, such as Taiwania flousiana
Gaussen and yew. When spring comes, the
green meadows, quiet forests, and crystalline
lakes are embellished by a sea of flowers, con-
sisting of more than 200 kinds of azaleas and
nearly 100 kinds of wild flowers such as rough
gentian, primrose, lousewort, moccasin flowers,
and lily. Therefore, botanists regard the Three
Parallel Rivers area a “Natural Alpine Garden.”
Early in the 1920s, Joseph F. Rock, an Austrian-

American botanist and photographer, worked
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here and reported, took photos, and collected
fauna and floral samples for the US-based Na-
tional Geographic magazine for 20 years.
Besides, this area is of outstanding value for
displaying the geological history of the last 50
million years associated with the collision of the
Indian Plate with the Eurasian Plate, the closure
of the ancient Tethys Sea, and the uplifting of
the Himalaya Range and the Tibetan Plateau.
These were major geological events in the evo-
lution of the land surface of Asia and they are

on-going. The diverse rock types within the site

record this history and, in addition, the range of

karst, granite monolith, and Danxia sandstone
landforms in the alpine zone include some of the
best of their type in the mountains of the world.

While its geographical wonder might be
found elsewhere to some extent, the colorful
ethnic culture of the Three Parallel Rivers area
is unique. For thousands of years, the 16 minor-
ity peoples inhabiting this area, including the
Tibetan, Naxi, Lisu, Yi, Dulong, and Nu, have
been living in harmony, based on the local

exploitable resources. Their cultures are closely

associated with the land in forms of religion,
folk tales, painting, dancing, music, poetry, and
folk songs. The Tibetan people, for instance,
worship Meili Snow Mountain as a holy moun-
tain and scrupulously abide by the taboo that
mountaineers are not allowed to enter in without
permission. Such worship and taboo reflect the
Tibetans’ reverence for nature and the dynam-
ics of the local culture. The respect for nature
has found a deep root in the heart of each ethnic
group, forming an awe-inspiring cultural view.
With strong ethnic customs and colorful ethnic
cultures, this area has become a rare region in
the world where a wide diversity of ethnic
groups, languages, religious faiths, and cultures
coexist in harmony; hence its another nickname,
“Treasure Bowl of Ethnic Cultures.”

Man is born from nature, and will eventu-
ally return to nature. For thousands of years, as
an integral part of nature, man has never ceased
pursuing a pure paradise, where man and nature
coexist in harmony, peace, and happiness. After
the novel The Lost Horizon, attributed to British
writer James Hilton (1900-1954), was published
in 1933, a place called Shangri-la described in
the novel became an epitome of paradise. Al-
though Shangri-la was only a fictional place,
people tried to prove its existence in the real
world, and based on clues in the novel, they have
found that the Three Parallel Rivers area is the
site of Shangri-la.

The extensiveness and beauty of the Three
Parallel Rivers area are beyond description. It"s

mystery might be only unveiled by personal
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experience and eternal love. Visitors to here will . The Yunnan snub-nosed monkey.

be repaid with endless happiness and perpetual ! ' 7. Monks worship Meili Snow Mountain as a holy shrine.
2 ss ha SS d . @ R .

5 . Sliding chains over the Nujiang River.
peace.

. Joyful women of the Lisu ethnic group.
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10. Singing and dancing seniors of the Naxi ethnic group.

11. Yulong Snow Mountain by the Jinsha River.



