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“Ancient Charm of Famous Cities " Serial Books are big volumes
about Ancient Chinese architecture in brand new angles. For
readers, Chinese or foreign, they serve as a road map of cultural
and historical tours, pleasant photography collections, instrumental
in-hands, and empirical references on ancient architecture.
Ancient architecture is one of the most magnificent and most
beautiful parts in Chinese cultural legacies, and have come to be
extremely precious and rare, after thousands of years of being
weather-beaten, surviving out of historical changes, and remaining
despite destructions by wars and fires.

“Ancient Charm of Famous Cities " Serial Books are dedicated to
demonstrate the intersections of historical cultures and ancient
architecture, and to search for their social, historical, philosophical
and cultural origins.

As with the rapid development of Chinese urban construction and
booming nationwide tourism, architectural culture has become a
fashion, while more and more people tend to understand the
environment around their own existence and history of Chinese
ancient architecture.

The Author of this book has lifelong been devoted to the ancient
architecture researches, and has compiled this special collection
of thousands of ancient architect photos which he has taken, in
hope of drawing more and more attentions to take care of and
protect the historical cultural legacies.
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. Across the broad land of China, from north to south, on

mountains and valleys, in old quiet temples, over broad
snow, in the deep and boundless desert, you can see a
unique architectural form of the Buddhist culture- TOWER.
There was no such a word as “tower” in Chinese ancient
architecture. Along with the introduction of Buddhism,
“tower” appeared as well in our country.

As we learn from the ancient Indian culture, the tower is
akind of simple buildings used to bury human bodies and
bones. It is in fact a tomb. From the Buddhist sutra, we
know that the tower is used to keep or burry the relics of
the Buddhist founder Sakyamuni. It is a symbol for the
descendant followers to worship the Buddha. With the
development of Buddhism, after the death of the dignitary
Monk Da De in the temple, the adherents buried his spirit
bones, clothes, classics, lections and others, in the temple
for commemoration.Since the introduction of this
architectural form to Chinese inlands, the tower has
formed its brilliance characteristics, while passing an
endless course of development.

In Beijing, which has a long history and glorious culture
with a lot of key points of interest, in and out of the
outskirts of the city, on the plain and mountainous areas,
we can always see a lot of ancient towers, built in
different eras. There are stupas in the temples, masters
tomb towers and the sighting towers for sprinkling the
mountains and rivers. The building materials and
sculptures for those towers are various. Their features
are specific and worthy to enjoy very much. The biggest
ones stand dozens of meters high and the smallest ones
only a meter high.

There are over 300 ancient temples kept in Beijing,
including the forms of pavilion style, close eaves style,
kiosk pavilion style, floral style, Jin'gang Baozuo style,
covering earthen bowl style, crossing street style and
so on. Beijing has various kinds of towers, which include
almost all kinds of ancient types. Those towers contain
many representative works in both the architectural style
and the detail carving decoration. Therefore, there are
many types and various styles of ancient towers in Beijing
today, which can provide good examples for a complete
study and enjoyment.
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[0 Located at Tiankai Village,
Yuegezhuang Township, Fangshan
District.

[] Initially built in Tang Dynasty,
repaired in the 9th year of Emperor

| Qian Tong in Liao Dynasty (A.D.

1109).

[J The brick mixing structure,
assuming octagon in n, three
floors, hollow pavilion style, about
15 meters high.

[] This tower has been destroyed, only

i remaining incomplete structure.
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. Compared to other provinces, Beijing’s towers are no less magnificent with a number of 300, including the |
| styles such as pavilion, close eaves, kiosk pavilion, covering earthen bowl, Jin’gang Baozuo (Diamond-God |
| Throne), floral and crossing street towers. This book handpicks heretofore the representative ancient towers i

I

H in Beijing, designed to to provide an easy understanding for the readers.
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Pavilion style towers were introduced to China in Han Dynasty, while evolving with

combination of the forepart pavilion style of China, The development of the pavilion

style tower embodies the transition from the timberwork to the brick and stone mixing

work. The early period building materials are almost woodiness. From the Sui and Tang

Dynasties, the materials turned to bricks and stones gradually.

The characteristics of the pavilion style towers are: the space between two floors are
PAVILION quite large; The gates, windows, poles, Fang and arches of each floor are made by bricks
STYLE and stones, which is the same as the timberwork pavilions. In addition, the inner of
TOWER towers are mostly hollow and provide stairs for people to step on.
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