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Sample 1

National character is not formally considered by social scientists in discussing economic
and social development today. They believe that people differ and that these differences
should be taken into account somehow, but they have as yet discovered no way to include such
variables in their formal models of economic and social development. The difficulty lies in the
nature of the data that supposedly define different national characters. Anthropologists and
others are on much firmer ground when they attempt to describe the cultural norms for a small
homogeneous tribe or village than when they undertake the formidable task of discovering the
norms that exist in a complex modern nation-state composed of many disparate groups. The
situation is further complicated by the nature of judgments about character, since such
judgments are overly dependent on impressions and since, furthermore, impressions are
usually stated in qualitative terms, it is impossible to make a reliable comparison between the

national characters of two countries.

1. The author’s main point in the text is that national character
[A] is too elusive to merit attention by anthropologists and other social scientists
[B] is of greater interest to social scientists today than it has been in the past
[C] is still too difficult to describe with the precision required by many social scientists
[D] has become increasingly irrelevant because of the complexity of modern life
2. Given the information in the text, which of the following is NOT true of modern nation-states?
[A] They are complex.
[B] They are heterogeneous.
[C] They are of interest to social scientists.

[D] They lack cultural norms.
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3. Which of the following best describes the organization of the text?

[A] A problem is presented and reasons for its existence are supplied.

[B] A controversial view is presented and evidence for its validity is supplied.
[C] A hypothesis is presented and possible means of verifying it are suggested.
[D] A recent development is described and then analyzed.
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Sample 2

Although the development of new infrastructure (such public facilities as power plants,
schools and bridges) is usually determined by governmental planning, sometimes this
development can be planned more flexibly and realistically by private investors who anticipate
profit from the collection of user fees. Such profits can contribute to the financing of more
infrastructure if demand proves great enough, whereas the reluctance of developers to invest
in such projects can signal that additional infrastructure is not needed. During the economic
boom of the 1980’s for example, the state of Virginia authorized private developers to build a
$ 300 million toll road. These developers obtained the needed right-of-way from property
owners, but by 1993 they still had not raised the necessary financing. The unwillingness of
investors to finance this project does not negate the viability of privately financed roads;
rather, it illustrates a virtue of private financing. If a road appears unlikely to attract enough

future traffic to pay for the road, then it should not be built.

1. The primary purpose of the text is to
[A] -build a case for increasing the development of new infrastructure
[B] advocate an alternative to government financing of infrastructure
[C] explain the failure of a privately financed venture
[D] suggest the types of infrastructure most appropriate for private financing
2. The text implies that the “governmental planning” mentioned in line 2 may lead to which
of the following problems?
[A] Improper use of profits derived from user fees.
[B] Unduly slow development of necessary new infrastructure.
[C] Unrealistic decisions about developing new infrastructure.
[D] Incorrect predictions about profits to be gained from user fees.
3. The text suggests that which of the following would occur if a privately financed bridge
that proved to be profitable failed after a number of years to meet the demands of traffic?
[A] Private developers who financed the bridge would rely on governmental authorities to
develop new infrastructure.

[ B] User fees would be increased so that usage would become more costly.

[ C1 Governmental authorities would be reluctant to rely on private contractors to develop a
new bridge.

[D] Profits generated by user fees would be used to help finance the construction of new

infrastructure to alleviate the traffic problem.
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Sample 3

Even as the number of females processed through juvenile courts climbs steadily, an
implicit consensus remains among scholars in criminal justice that male adolescents define the
delinquency problem in the United States. We suggest two reasons why this view persists.
First, female adolescents are accused primarily of victimless crimes, such as truancy, that do
not involve clear-cut damage to persons or property. If committed by adults, these actions are
not even considered prosecutable; if- committed by juvenile males, they have traditionally been
looked on leniently by the courts. Thus, ironically, the plight of female delinquents receives
little scrutiny because they are accused of committing relatively minor offenses. Second, the
courts have long justified so-called preventive intervention into the lives of young females
viewed as antisocial with the rationale that women are especially vulnerable. Traditional
stereotypes of women as the weaker and more dependent sex have led to earlier intervention

and longer periods of misdirected supérvision for female delinquents than for males.

1. Which of the following statements best expresses the irony pointed out by the authors in
lines 7~8 of the text? ‘
[A] Female delinquents tend to commit victimless crimes more frequently than their male
counterparts. k
[B] The predicament of male delinquents receives more attention than that of females be-
cause males are accused of more serious crimes.
[C] Adults are frequently punished less séverély than adolescents for committing more seri-
ous crimes. ’ '
[D] The juvenile justice system cannot correct its biases because it does not even recognize
them.
2. It can be inferred from the text that the authors believe traditional stereotypes of women to
be .
[A] frequently challenged
[B] persistently inexplicable
{C] potentially harmful
[D] rapidly changing
3. The text suggests that scholars in criminal justice could be criticized for which of the
following? ) ’
[A] Underestimating the seriousness of juvenile crime.
[B] Rationalizing the distinction made between juvéniles and adults in the legal system.

T

[C] Concerning themselves too little with thé prevention of juvenile délinguency. t
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[D] Focusing on those whose crimes have involved damage to persons or property.
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Sample 4

Influenced by the view of some twentieth-century feminists that women’s position within
the family is one of the central factors determining women’s social position, some historians
have underestimated the significance of the woman suffrage movement. These historians con-
tend that nineteenth-century suffrageism was less radical and, hence, less important than, for
example, the moral reform movement or domestic feminism—two nineteenth-century move-
ments in which women struggled for more power and autonomy within the family. True, by
emphasizing these struggles, such historians have broadened the conventional view of nine-
teenth-century feminism, but they do a historical disservice to suffragism. Nineteenth-century
feminists and antifeminists alike perceived the suffragist’s demand for enfranchisement as the
most radical element in women’s protest, in part because suffragists were demanding power
that was not based on the institution of the family, women’s traditional sphere. When evalua-
ting nineteenth-century feminism as a social force, contemporary historians should consider

the perceptions of actual participants in the historical events.

1. The author asserts that the historians discussed in the text have
[A] influenced feminist theorists who concentrate on the family
[B] honored the perceptions of the women who participated in the woman suffrage move-
ment
[C] treated feminism as a social force rather than as an intellectual tradition
[ D] expanded the traditional notion of the 19th-century feminism
2. The author of the text suggests that which of the following was true of nineteenth-century
feminists?
[A] Those who participated in the moral reform movement were motivated primarily by a
desire to reconcile their private lives with their public positions.
[B] Those who advocated domestic feminism, although less visible than the suffragists,
were in some ways the more radical of the two groups.
[C] Those who participated in the woman suffrage movement sought social roles for women
that were not defined by women’s familial roles.
[ D] Those who advocated domestic feminism regarded the gaining of more autonomy with-
in the family as a step toward more participation in public life.
3. The author implies that which of the following is true of the historians discussed in the text?
[A] They argue that nineteenth-century feminism was not as significant a social force as
twentieth-century feminism has been. ‘

[B] They rely too greatly on the perceptions of the actual participants in the events they
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study.

fc] Their assessment of the relative success of nineteenth-century domestic feminism does
not adequately take into account the effects of antifeminism rhetoric.

[D] Their assessment of the importance of nineteenth-century suffragettism differs consid-

erably from that of nineteenth-century feminists.

[(BERE X RBIT]
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