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Abstract

This book includes six parts. Part 1 discusses theoretically the name
and existence of mutual-origin characters. The mutua-rigin words belong to
the word sense system, whereas the mutual-arigin characters are the
questions of the character structure. Part 2 summarizes the characteristics of
the original body of Yin-Zhou's mustual-origin characters and the way of its
divergence, and organizes in a macroscopic way more than three hundred
groups of mutual-origin characters which have the sense of divergence.

On the basis of theoretical inquiry and overall arrangement of the
mutualorigian character, part 3 analyses and examines two groups of
characters, Yu(#) and Hou(/&). Basing the arguments on the shapes of
the characters and their usage, the author proposes that the Yu and Hou
groups were phonetically dosely related. Their usage was similar, but
graphically they developed from different origins. With the help of phonetic
clues and the support of a considerable amount of related evidence, the
author has discovered a set of phonological rules which explain the change of
velars into blade-alveolars and dentals, and subsequently the phonetic
oconnection between Yu and Hou. These understandings about ancient sound
changes are obtained from close study of the connections between Chinese
paleography and the ancient phonology.

In the last three parts, the author also verifies the six groups of
characters. The study is totally consistent with inalienable characteristics of
the trinity-shape, sound and meaning of the characters. This makes the
research precise and states what has not been expressed. And this not only
opens up a new way for the further study of the mutual-origin characters,
but also applies comprehensively the possibly-revealed questions and the clues
of the characters derivation to annotation, history, documentation,
linguistics and some other special fields.
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