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Think It Qver-...
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We have taller buildings, but shorter tempers; wider freeways, but nar-
rower viewpoints;
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We spend more, but have less; we buy more, but enjoy it less;

BN EnEkEE [INNERED, BNIFNFREL
kML, FRENFIEBNERED .

We have bigger houses, but smaller families;

BIMMNEF#EEER, REMBEKE/)

We have more conveniences, but less time;

BMOEFSEREEF, LA ADERMED,

We have more knowledge, but less judgment;

BMOMIABERBEFE, HERENAMERES .

We have more medicine, but less wellness;

EF#RkHEREL RNNBRASAAT.

We have multiplied our possessions, but reduced our values;

BMNAMRGME, MNEXET7TNHEN.

We talk too much, love too little and lie too often;
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We've been all the way to the moon and back, but have trouble crossing
the street to meet the new neighbor;
BINEFTRTHERSARZE. AT FISHRECEREE.
We've conquered outer space, but not inner space;
BAEERIKRE. AXABIAETLT:
We have higher incomes, but lower morals.
BIMMMBASEXRES EEASHNBERE.
These are times with more liberty, but less joy;
HREABRT, BRNHNRFHAXDNEHRALD
We have more kinds of food, but less nutrition;
BN EYSMBERES. BEFNLT.
Two incomes, but more divorce;
VHREHES BEEROEHT .
Fancier houses, but broken homes.
BERIFRE RENRET.
That's why I propose, that as of today.
BRERRWN MSXFm HRE.
You do not keep anything for a special occasion, because every day
that you live is a SPECIAL OCCASION;
DN EEAERIBENHEME. AREFNET—KEE
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Search for knowledge, read more, sit on your porch and admire the view
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without paying attention to your needs;
ZiEB. FMESHMIR, HLAH. BRENRLEFZRE
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Spend more time with your family and friends, eat your favorite foods,

visit the places you love;

EESHREOBRFERARNBE. CREEHRY. ZREED
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Life is a chain of moments of enjoyment; not only about survival;

HERREANE R MANREATER:

Use your crystal goblets. Do not save your best perfume, and use it
every time you feel you want it.
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Remove from your vocabulary phrases like "one of these days" or
"someday";

PEFEN RE—X R EX MRHEERBE.

Let's write that letter we thought of writing "one of these days"!

"RE-—XT EEME. SXHFRTFE

Let's tell our families and friends how much we love them;

EREBEER. BNEFTEHN:

Do not delay anything that adds laughter and joy to your life;

FEEEEMELRHEITHERREANEN.

Every day, every hour, and every minute is special;

55X B8\, SoHBRER.

And you don't know if it will be your last. \
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And I know it's your voice telling me in these changing times
the best thing we can give our children is love,
because love is eternal and love doesn't die.

So long for now, and thank you from all of us.

BERERR. EXTHEE
FEMER, RNEBLARTRFNFEAARE.
BHERKEN. FON. REBFEET .
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[ haven't written many letters to you before, as we've almost always
been able to just pick up the phone and have a chat, so it's hard to know how
to start.

Of course, all the usual things apply — we all miss you and hope
you're all right wherever you are.

When you left us, it took a little while for it to sink in that I would never
see you again. I guess it was a bit like you being away on a trip or those times
when we didn't find the time to even speak on the phone for a week or so.

I realize now there are too many things left unsaid — as everyone
always says — and too many questions unasked.Silly things really, like
yesterday, when I was doing my washing, I wondered how you felt when
you got your first automatic washing machine. I can still remember the old
machine you had when I was a child. Though, I guess I know the answers to
most of the important things about you.

Dad is finding life difficult without you and his loneliness is almost
unbearable to me, as there's so little I can do to help him. I think in time he'll
find some interests and make a new kind of life. But at the moment he seems
only to look forward to the time when he can join you again.

Emily and I are feeling a little better each day and, in a way, your going
has brought us closer together. We seem to understand each other better at
the moment and maybe eventually we'll have the sort of relationship that

really close sisters enjoy.
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We've both found strengths in each other over the past weeks, and
these are a huge comfort. Perhaps we never needed to look for them before,
because we had you to be strong for us.

I guess I'm lucky to have my own children to keep me so busy. I don't
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have much time to dwell on my sadness but sometimes I crave the peace to
just have a private think about you.

" Fora couple of weeks after you died, my brain seemed to go crazy,
searching through its memory banks for something I could keep in my heart
which was special to you and me. One day it came to me — the tour we made
of some special garden.

Remember the day it poured with rain the whole time but we were
determined to make the most of it? I enjoyed just being with you by myself,
without the children clamouring for your attention. The gardens were beau-
tiful despite the rain and you bought me a rose I'd admired for my own
garden.

" For a while after your death, I expected to feel your presence around me
as Dad and Emily seem to do with such ease. When I was out walking, I
would look at the sky and wonder whether you could see me, or whether you
were with me. At night I wondered whether you'd become a star, as some
people believe.

‘Butas time passes, I think I'm closer to finding the truth . You're with me
every time I comfort one of the children or try to find the right words to
gently chastise them. I listen for your words of wisdom and they come from
within me because your greatest gift to me was teaching me how to be a
good mother to my own children.

~ And although you're no longer here with us, I know in times of sadness
or pain the children feel their mothers' arms around them just as I sense that
Ifeel your arms around me, too. In years to come I hope your gift to me will
be passed to my own children's children. And I know it's your voice telling
me in these changing times the best thing we can give our children is love,
because love is eternal and love doesn't die. So long for now, and thank you
from all of us.

Happy Mother's Day, Mum.
Love,

' ' Carol
l
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