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The conservation of our natural resources and their proper use constitute the fundamental

problem which underlies almost every other problem of our national life... As a nation we only
enjoy a wonderful of present prosperity but if this prosperity is used aright it is an earnest of
future success such as no other nation will have.The reward of foresight for this nation is great
and easily foretold.But there must be the look ahead, there must be a realization of the fact that
to waste, to destroy, our natural resources, to skin and exhaust the land instead of using it so

as to increase its usefulness,will result in undermining in the days of our children the very
prosperity which we ought by right to hand down to them amplified and developed.

For the last few years, through several agencies, the government has been endeavoring to
get our people to look ahead and to substitute a planned and orderly development of our re-
sources in place of a haphazard striving for immediate profit. Our great river systems should be
developed as national water highways...From the Great Lakes to the mouth of the Mississippi
there should be a deep waterway, with deep waterways leading from it to the East and the
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West.Such a waterway would practically mean the extension of our coastline into the very heart
of our country. (It would be of incalculable benefit to our people...)

The inland waterways which lie just back of the whole Eastern and Southern coasts should
likewise be developed.Moreover, the development of our waterways lnvolves many other
important water problems, all of which should be considered as part of the same general
scheme.The government dams should be used to produce hundreds of thousands of horse-
power as an incident to improve navigation;for the annual value of the unused waterpower of
the United States perhaps the annual value of the products of all our mines. As an incident to
creating the deep waterways down the Mississippi, the government should build along its
whole lower length levees which, taken together with the control of the headwaters will at once
and forever put a complete stop to all threat of floods in the immensely fertile delta region...

Irrigation should be far more extensively developed than at present.. The Federal
Government should seriously devote itself to this task, realizing that utilization of waterways and
water-power, forestry, irrigation, and the reclamation of lands threatened with overflow, are all
interdependent parts of the same problem.The work of the Reclamation Service in developing
the larger opportunities of the Western half of our country for irrigation is more important than
7 almost any other movement.The constant purpose of the government in connection with the
Reclamation Service has been to use the water resources of the public lands for the ultimate
greatest good of the greatest number;in other words, to put upon the land permanent home-
makers, to use and develop it for themselves and for their children and children’s children...

Legislation... is essential in order to preserve the great stretches of public grazingland
which are for cultivation under present methods and are valuable only for the forage which
they supply... As the West settles, the range becomes more and more overgrazed.Much of it
cannot be used to advantage unless it is fenced, for fencing is the only way by which to keep
in check the owners of nomad flocks which roam hither and thither, utterly destroying the
pastures and leaving a waste behind...

The unlawful fencing of public lands for private grazing must be stopped, but the
necessity which occasioned it must be provided for.

The Federal Government should have control of the range, whether by permit or lease, as
local necessities may determine.Such control could secure the great benefit of legitimate fenc-
ing, while at the same time securing and promoting the settliement of the country... The govern-
ment should parts with its title only to the actual home-maker, not to the profitmaker who does
not care to make a home.
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Our prime object is to secure the rights and guard the interests of the small ranchman, the
man who ploughs and pitches hay for himself.It is this small ranchman, this actual settler and
home-maker, who in the long run is the most hurt by permitting thefts of the public land in what-
ever form.

Optimism is a good characteristic, but if carried to an excess it becomes foolishness.We
are prone to speak of the resources of this country as inexhaustible;this is not so.The mineral
wealth of the country, the coal iron, oil, gas, and the like, does not reproduce itself, and there-
fore is certain to be exhausted ultimately;and wastefulness in dealing with it today means that
our descendants will feel the exhaustion a generation or two before they otherwise would. But
there are certain other forms of waste which could be entirely stopped—the waste of soil by
washing, for instance, which is among the most dangerous of all wastes now in progress in the
United States, is easily preventable, so that this present enormous loss of fertility is entirely un-
necessary.

The preservation or replacement of the forests is one of the most important means of pre-
venting this loss... The present annual consumption of lumber is certainly three times as great
as the annual growth;and if the consumption and growth continue unchanged, practically all
our lumber will be exhausted in another generation... We should acquire in the Appalachian and
White Mountain regions all the forest-lands that it is possible to acquire for the use of the nation.
These lands, because they form a national asset, are as emphatically national as the rivers
which they feed, and which flow through so many states before they reach the ocean...
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Today, as | read about the peace, as | hoped and prayed about the peace, |
thought of the almost countless graves scattered in the centre of Europe.Many of our chil-
dren are lying there. It must be in the hearts of all of us to build a fair monument to
those men who will never come back to bless us with their smiles.Do they not want a
grand and magnificent monument built for them so that the next generations, even if they
forget their names, shall never forget their sacrifice? That is what | want.| almost felt |
heard the grass growing over them in a magnificent, soothing harmony, and that simple
soothing peace of the growing grass seemed to grow louder and more magnificent until
the riot and distractive sound of the guns were stifled and stilled by it.Can we not have
that sentiment today, that feeling in our hearts? Can we not go in imagination to where
our children lie, and feel that, in Europe, in our own hearts, that same peace shall rule,
and through sorrow and through sacrifice we shall obtain that wisdom and light which will
enable Europe to possess peace forever?
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 Bleed, Toil, Tears and Sweat

On Friday evening last | received from His Majesty the mission to form a new administra-

tion.

It was the evident will of Parliament and the nation that this should be received on the
broadest possible basis and that it should include all parties.

| has already completed the most important 6art of this task.A war cabinet has been
formed of five members, representing, with the Labour, Opposition and Liberals, the unity of
the nation.It was necessary that this should be done in one single day, on account of the ex-
treme urgency and rigor of events. A number of other key positions were filled yesterday, and |
am submitting a further list His Majesty tonight.| hope to complete the appointment of the prin-
cipal Ministers during tomorrow.The appointment of the other Ministers usually takes a little
longer, but | trust that, when Parliament meets again, this part of the task will be completed,
and that the administration will be complete in all respects.
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