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PREFACE

ASEAN is the abbreviation for "Association of Southeast Asian Nations", which includes 10 member
countries: Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand
and Viet Nam. The people of these countries have created brilliant history and culture with their
wisdoms. For instance, the Angkor Vat of Cambodia, the Borobudur Temple Compounds in Indonesia,
and the Mahamuni Pagoda of Rangoon in Myanmar are invaluable cultural heritages of the whole
world; the cities of Hue in Viet Nam, Louangphrabang in Laos, Chiang Mai in Thailand and Malacca
in Malaysia are known throughout the world for their history; and Brunei, Singapore and the Philippines

have also made respective contributions to the progress of human race.

China has maintained over 2,000 years of friendly exchanges with its Southeast Asian neighbors, to
which it is connected either by mountains and rivers, or across the sea. The peoples have all along kept
close contact and sent frequent envoys to each other. About 600 years ago, the Chinese Ming ruler
authorized Zheng He to travel to foreign seas, whose fleets visited almost all Southeast Asian countries
during his seven voyages. After the founding of the People's Republic of China, the people's government
has adopted an independent foreign policy of peace and began a new chapter of friendly relations with
its Southeast Asian neighbors. Since the late 1980s, Sino-ASEAN relations have been further improved
and consolidated, economic and trade cooperation on the basis of mutual benefit have been conducted

in an all-round manner, and shown a bright prospect.

During the friendly exchanges, ASEAN countries have presented a great number of precious gifts
to the leaders of the Communist Party of China, the Chinese government and social organizations. The
exotic gifts with extraordinary splendors are a good revelation of the cultural traditions and unique
arts of ASEAN countries and bear historical witness to the friendship between China and ASEAN

countries as well.

On the occasion of the Second China-ASEAN Expo held in Nanning of Guangxi Province, to mark
the event, the International Friendship Museum, in cooperation with the Cultural Department of the
People’s Government of the Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region and the ASEAN Expo & Forum
Bureau, has selected 200-odd state gifts from ASEAN countries from its collection for the Exhibition
of State Gifts from Ten ASEAN Countries in the Museum of the Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region.
We sincerely hope that this Exhibition will add luster to the China-ASEAN Expo. We also hope that it
will play an active role in promoting the exchange, cooperation and friendship between China and
ASEAN countries.
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