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Introduction

1-1 FUER
Background

P EEE AR EY LRI TR, HAEKHH B EL, ARARERX LELEIE
AT, HF 1913 FIEBFA E AENRERXDEREITONEBE, ERENER. B,
T E & MRS THEENIESL, LAY FEBLE MITBURA . B TR EZERRS, JFBUFmE
R MBI ENER E AR B AR AR AL, $TH MFMFEH 1946 £ (RE=TRF)
1A 10BE 1 A 31 B, BEREERHF “BAHESIN", BRTHFRETR. HEMHE
BEAX, BETAESOFEEFEY. “BESERNLERE", S CEKEEBR", B
BEX—FR TR, EVRETH, T LS RIRATHANR RN, 30f BB L5
SEE L, WENTTERNER 1946 F 4 ARG, ZHLE 1-1,

In 1913, China started to levy stamp tax in Beijing officially, then other locations over the country.
China governments and many other local warlords issued a lot of revenue stamps, it brought the
revenue stamp printing and circulating on a condition of great disorder. After the Anti-Japanese War,
the primary task for Chinese people seemed to be the nation’s reconstruction, The Kuomintang (KMT)
and the Communist Party signed the famous “Meeting Minutes on October 10” or so-called “Double
Ten Protocol” in 1945. Both sides agreed in the negotiation that Despotism period should be ended in
China, and discussed the scheme of the nation construction peacefully. From January 10™ to January
31% of 1946, the Political Consultative Conference in China was held. In the conference, participators
came to an agreement for the peace and construction in China. The Constitution was issued in the
National Assembly on May 5™ 1946, and Presidential elections would be held. Although the

negotiations between the KMT and the Communist Party broke where neither would trust, the Chinese
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BEEAEZL LAXAHZ R, AR RS 1440 T, H %bE, (FPIHE) ¥ F 1946
F(RE=ZFZEF) 4 A 16 BFHNRIBE, HEDY 4%AEA 3%, %238 84 1946 &
(RE=+ZA4)4 4308, HIREBHHELR,

Fig 1-1: An invoice from Shen Pao, a famous newspaper at Old Shanghai, for a payment of an

advertisement. The amount was 360,000 Yuan, with the stamps of total 1,440 Yuan pasted on the back. There
were two kinds of stamps, 12 pieces of the Fuxing Gate Series 20 Yuan stamps and 4 pieces of the
Transportation Series 300 Yuan Chen Ming Engraved stamps. The tax rate was changed from 4% to 3%o at
the Sixth Amendment of Stamp Act on April 16, 1946. This document was dated on April 30" of 1946, still took

the old rate. This is one of the earliest practical bills with the Transportation Series stamps.
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government seemed to set up as a constitutional government. Meanwhile, the national tax system was
set up again and struck the right path gradually, the “Transportation Series” or so-called “Through
Traffic Series” revenue stamp, was schemed out and printing in good condition. Shanghai was the key
place where this series stamps printed and issued in public. The story of this book began in April of
1946 at Shanghai, see Fig. 1-1.

RS UL ZRTHY 1946 £ X 1949 SEDUEER], EERBBEANREHFRES _REREHHH
RHICA, WRIEPESHPEMNTRAES . KBEKRERHEREICRTTX—BRAE, &
AR SR TE BRI M 1) 5 A VR I Ia] A9 XUXURR Y

Before half a century, in the period from 1946 to 1949, Shanghai was a hub between China and the
world, and an interlaced space-time cross-point over the old China and the new China. The largest
economic calamity in China's history was carried on under the roof of Shanhai, the Metropolis in Far
East. The Transportation Series stamps witnessed the longing of Chinese for the nation recbnstruction,

suffered the financial calamity caused by the Civil War, and now they still tell us the story long time

ago.

1-2 ZEPZENIEBRREEREN A
Design of the Transportation Series Revenue Stamps

“EBGEEEERE" QB XN EXHBERE “EEREREERE
HEGRRIOMA. WL, KE. KESE. i S8 TRFTHR, —EELET, RREE,
RHESBR, SEERBEAGPEARRERNRR (SLAE 1-2). #TREKERBR
HIMRRAZ, AR PHRICEZ, FISEE A T RACIZZENER RSO B RO, R
A AR,

Transportation Series Revenue Stamps, the name we ﬁse in this book, is just an alias for the
stamps. In fact, based on the historical documentations, this kind of revenue stamps was called as
“National Reconstruction Scene Series Revenue Stamp” officially. The design was constituted of all
kinds of transportation vehicles, including ship, airplane, truck and train, a vast panorama of
economical prosperity, symbolizing the grand projects for national reconstruction in China after the
World War II. Reader could study the image in Figure 1-2 carefully. Since this series stamps are in a
large number of printers’ types and subtypes, and with a lot of complicated secret marks, it will be

helpful to understand the details of the illustration for the following chapters.
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B1-2 Z@EKiEAHAZEERT
Fig 1-2: Design of the Transportation Series Stamp.

ERMELHE—MRE RN, S8 TEEO—L, REREOEE, 650 EE =850
KRB . ERRGAN =02 AR B ERMN T, FREHE —EEE, FRTLES
FHZ SHRMENEFF AL ; FEATIR T 4 I &M AR E BAT, IR E2% 5%
BN IETEESE EREN G . HEAT DU 54 S EA = AL KR .

The principal part of the picture is a big passenger-cargo steamship, which probably occupies half
of the picture. There are three large chimney posts smoldering on the ship. The towering main mast is
on the right 2/3 of the pattern, with a national flag hung above. Two or three draw lines strengthen the
mast from both sides. The mast derrick on the ship is to the left top, loading or unloading goods. Three

pieces of radio aerial are decorated right on the mast top.

TERCARAN B 5 04T — RO 7RG TE , BROE T A, A— =R R E8FR.
BIRMZE EHTHREHE W2, CHHRRREE™ C-46 BHHL, LR 2R R
ERMEEE BN ER . RREHEA —FENKES, KA Ra —NRABELT, Ekpi
LA —FAT . =B REEKERLEM, REME Y, BRPRIAEA —RRE
Pl EHRITARSMREOMRNE, REVAIHE RREEERY . KELENE —5%BES
KA, HehA—/DR, FSHFEARIGKE. BL0A ARRSANEER ., ZTFAlLnE—
WOk T AR /ML

There is a pilot boat by steamship bow. Behind the ship, on the low right corner of the pattern, a
triangular can buoy floats in the surface. There is one plane in the sky above the left of the pattern, and
a locomotive engine of a vehicle of steam on the left. The prototype of the airplane should be
Curtiss-Wright C-46, product of the States. It was the leading actor for “Over the Hump” during the
World War II. Two round lights are on the front of the locomotive, one is in the center and the other on
the top. One truck is on the Quayside between the locomotive and the ship, and a pile of goods near by.

On the central of the picture, a crane is hoisting object, with an operation room built by some steel

4
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On the central of the picture, a crane is hoisting object, with an operation room built by some steel
frame. A railway signal lamp poles on the left of the locomotive engine, and one cabin is near the signal
lamp and several mansions as the background of the signal pole and the locomotive on the left side of
the picture. Finally, on the quayside, there is a porter with his handcart, and totally five short bollards

used for mooring rope.

o T EE R R, RE . WK ESEETH, FANRER K@iz E L
B, KtzZial, FRGHER, SFE THESARAE, HEAR. AmzEniE, H
BT FE R E RO BIVEBHE RN, BR THENATE Y0 i 55 T _ IR EN IR 2 5h,
HAb—FRr

Since the design is full of the means of transportation, such as steamship, airplane, truck and train,
this stamp series is called as “Transportation Series”. All the items were designed for a whole motif
orderly in a limited place. Unfortunately, the only thing we can estimate about the designer today is that

the person could be in Shanghai Chen Ming Publishing House at that time.

FEBUREATHRAMIES b, EROBATEE, 2/0EEEW R i A4S e -5 SO,
AZEPE FENERLSE M ERIGTIRE ik, “SOEBEFENERE" RSB, EREBUY
B RATRISE—EENERL SR i —Fh . ENIERISE bR Bk B SR ™18, WIREIS, SEh B
YEdho

B|1-3 RN ERTEARETEDERE (1941 F ),

Fig 1-3: 500 Yuan banknote of Bank of Communications, printed by American Bank Note Co. in 1941.
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It is known that the Zeitgeist encourages the designers of the securities more or less, so did the
design of the Transportation Series revenue stamps. This series was one of the first revenue stamp set
issued after the victory of the war against Japanese aggression. Here comparing with other government
securities such as banknotes and postal stamps designed at the same time, we can find out that the
means of transformation in the 1940°s is exactly the symbol totem of modernization. Therefore, the

social spirit of that age affected the design of the Transportation Series stamp.

1%1$,%@@%ﬁﬂ@ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁi&m,EEEE%%@%%@X@@EM,
M?SW%&%%W&~%JM@h%w@ﬁék%ﬁ%ﬁ@ﬁﬂ@ﬁ%iﬁ%ﬁ*ﬁﬁ%m,
IEEZA 3R KIS MR, W 1-4, Big—FER, R E 1947 FAFFIRRATHY “HR
ﬁ&%&j£+%¢£ﬁ"m%,K$%k$%\Em&%%%#ﬁsmﬁﬁ%&§$—ﬁ,W
Bl 1-5, ?ﬁﬂ‘]?gmEﬂ‘m“ﬂEﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%@%%ﬂ'—ﬁﬁi@ﬂ%@l@ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬂ%’]ﬁ%ﬁ%?ﬁﬁﬁ@lﬂﬁ%ﬂ%@@
ﬁﬁ%#.ﬂuﬁﬁﬁt¢ﬂ%m¢%,iﬁlﬁﬁ%%ﬁwﬁﬁ%ﬁ%%%ﬁ@%o

Bi1-4 192FXEABHARAPHOZBRITETREPEGOEE,
Fig 1-4: Front face of the 100 Yuan banknote of Bank of Communications, printed in 1942 by Dah Tung

Publishing House.

On the front face of the China National Currency (C.N.C.) 500 Yuan banknote of China Bank of
Communications, printed in 1941 by American Bank Note Company, the large steamship and heavy
crane are the topics on the design, similar to the design of the Transportation Series Stamps, see Fig.
1-3. Other example is the C.N.C. 100 Yuan banknote of Bank of Communications, printed in 1942 by
Dah Tung Publishing House, still used the steamship, locomotive as the design motif, see Fig 1-4. We
can find the airplane, and other vehicles’ design in a set of postal stamps as Fig 1-5, the Establishment

6
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50th Anniversary of the General Post Office of China, here even the types of the plane, the locomotive,
and the ship are the same. This set of postal stamps was issued in 1947. At that time, Chinese took the
vehicles as the symbols of modernization.
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B 1-5 1947 544789 “MBEHR LA TAFRZE” E, RT 200%,
Fig 1-5: The Establishment 50th Anniversary of General Post Office of China issued in 1947. Size: 200%.
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B1-6 HAHXBBRZEARZERHPHEIMKS.
Fig. 1-6: Sample of the Imprinted Revenue Form or Revenue Notification Form with the indicia of

Transportation Series revenue stamps’ design. Size: 100%.
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After printing the general Transportation Series revenue stamps, two kinds of revenue stamps were
issued in order to adapt the serious economic fluctuation. One of them is the imprinted revenue form
with the indicia of Transportation Series revenue stamps’ design. The other is a set of large size stamps

of the same design with a character “Hu”, short for Shanghai literally. See Fig. 1-6 and 1-7.

%’
>

B3 de o e
2 0000007 g
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B1-7 FAARGKEZALBRER “P" FHEHES,
Fig. 1-7: Large size Transportation Series revenue stamps with a character

“Hu”, short for Shanghai. This is a specimen with the stub.

AN RIEIERSI I, WL A RBUG S 07 108 S BN LR SN 3 B B, SR A
TIERMERFETES, B BHGH T RER WA KS R, WE 1-8,

The People's Government of Hunan Province had issued a kind of revenue stamp just after the
liberation. It was a crude copy of the Transportation Series stamp, for example, the airplane in the

original design was drawn as a big bird obviously, see Fig. 1-8.

> B 1-8 B HARBATERH P RHE
AR T 5 3@ 8iE B EE E MGkt
» Fig. 1-8: A similar stamp issued by the

People's Government of Hunan Province. Size: 200%.
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Companies for the Stamp Printings

1946 £ 5 A 5 A BRBUFEHEN, WEHELESZRGHBEETIL. R, EPH
C BFAMESRNEERRET RARERR, KRBT ERDRIAN EE—ib, BRiEREPRED
BT REB IS, JLRHTA BRI R ENEB R MRS E LIS ENHIAY,

On May 5™ 1946, the government moved the national capital back to Nanjing, Ministry of Finance
and the affiliated offices started routine work in Nanjing as well. However, most of the state-owned or
private factories for securities printing were located in Shanghai, the commercial center of China,
instead of in Nanjing. Almost all of the Transportation Series revenue stamps were printed in Shanghai,
except the subsequent China Engraving & Printing Works (CEPW) Peking Factory at Beijing (Peking)
and the last participant Ying Hua Printing Works from Hong Kong.

£ 53 FBGE B RENHT MRS 6 R, M43 LiBRUIENBIR, PREDH L
W, EARERBAARAF . PREMETILET, Kk EIRIA RIMZEEEPRIT o XIFER
THALRAENRIMAESRST, HAR 5 FIRGENRIEARALRFFR R, TEEARILFELHER. B
ARE, REKFKN MERNEHCES THK. EEBRERENERTRE 70 FHARRMME
=, B TEREESAARMED, RREIRE, #HERERNERROERBRE
KL, FHMNK. BBE BNEIT.

The Transportation Series Revenue Stamps were printed by six printers, in chronological order
they are (1) Shanghai Chen Ming Publishing House, the original designer of the transportation
illustration, (2) China Engraving & Printing Works (CEPW), Shanghai Factory, (3) Dah Tung Press
House Shanghai Printing factory, (4) China Engraving & Printing Works (CEPW), Peking Factory, (5)
Dah Yeh Printing Co. and (6) Ying Hua Printing Works. All of the printers accepted almost the same
design from Chen Ming and had lithographic and engraving products, except Ying Hua Printing, which

had engraving stamps only. Now let us introduce the stamp printing companies as follows.

1. hREPFI Ll
China Engraving & Printing Works (CEPW), Shanghai Factory

R N RERBUFESH T, LSRN EMARGAHERVM, 19453 A1 H, F
RASIC BRI E A R R ENH, FHEFEEREDR AL T Aoty 8 5. MERX
J~4 % China Printing & Engraving Works, JG(4 China Engraving & Printing Works, #5REMH)™ L
WTRSLT 1945 4E 9 A, HEUEHIEER LISt RS RITENRIFTBUATIR. % AERL
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W AR, BARRERE . FIARARET . BRIC MERFRRmET %, 19496 4% 1 H 1
H s Ephl ) B B AL TR E W, EREDRI A &8 M BIRZ T R el B IE
FHiEH, BERE] . ®RFL RERTRME EPZEERE, SIFRAET, BN
8. FFWIRETBRLE, %P EEE—ERIT, 1946 K, B AP RMFER
BRI 1) 26 R L & X RENRIMIR S W se i, MZEKR) XK, 07 8%, BEZ 8h
s BN NI HIES 2 £ H) . 1949 4 5 A RIS, T SEEAT SN HRENH
T EWT R 1945 £ 9 AL E 1949 4F 5 ALK, LhEEmEA=F%, BEanegsUftieE
WEEFRERZE, DRFRNEE, NERE. SXRYERIE, A6, SHIEARMLTERE
BUFER S, ©

China Engraving & Printing Works (CEPW) was a state large-scale organization for securities
printing, specializing in ‘printing the banknotes in China. On March 1% 1945, the Printing Bureau of
Central Trust of China reorganized as the CEPW under the order of government. Meanwhile, a new
factory was built near the former location. At the beginning, its English name was China Printing &
Engraving Works, then it was changed as today’s name. The CEPW Shanghai Factory was set in
September of 1945, based on the print factories taken over from the Central Reserve Bank’s Print
Bureau of the puppet Nanjing Government. The CEPW Shanghai Factory had a general factory in
Colombia Blvd, and at least four branches in Shanghai. On January 1* of 1946, the general
administration department of the CEPW moved from Chongging to Shanghai officially. They collected
the equipments from the factories in Colombia Bivd, Houjiazhai, Xujiahui, and the Printing Ink Factory
in Laopazi Road, moved together to Caojiadu as the headquarter, and Qigihar Blvd as the branch. At
the end of 1946, CEPW Shanghai purchased some new printing equipment using the fund under the
Sino-American Lend-Lease Act of 1941. Since the factories in Chongging were closed, and the
business in CEPW Peking shrank, the CEPW Shanghai turned gradually into the main manufacture for
securities printing during fhe end period of old China. The factory’s general management office moved
to Taiwan before Shanghai liberated in May of 1949. The CEPW Shanghai Factory had run in Shanghai
for about three years and a half, from September of 1945 to May 1949. With the exception of running
up the printing of banknotes for the national reconstruction, it also printed other securities such as
postal stamps, revenue stamps, inspection certificates, government bonds, identification card and other

kinds of government certificates.?

@ FHER: (PREHSTE), 200052 A1 8o
@) Source of the materials: The CEPW Shanghai Factory for 60 Years, February 1st, 2001.
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