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IRON BALL®

ANNOTATORS’ NOTE**: The revolutionary young
fighter Iron Ball had always waged tit-for-tat struggles
against the local despot Chih and his gang since Chih
regained control of Dragon King Island. He strived with
his pal Spring Catch io rescue Grandad Wang from the
lok-up'.  Under the leadership of the Communist Party
he gradually realized that it was no good for him to fight
alone* and so set up an underground youth corps. In accord-
ance with® the order given by Third Sister Liu, Iron Bail

and other corps members distributed pamphlets calling on

* A BRSO E X 1973 R E 4 B, FOGLREE, AhETE
THh. THR=E,

OB TETHEE, RmEEEE hEgss, :
1. A AR/ ML SR PG RIE XN ES B Hulk, pal [pal] #. (415)
ke, K. grandad (3 granddad) ['grended] n. (JLiE) BR, MR
e 2. BEA—MTARTISREFEMILR,. for him to fight R “for
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the people mnot 1o pay taxes® and joined in other strugegles
1y J 8g

with their clder comrades-in-arms. This is how he goes on

Sighting®,

4. SERMKEXNE, XM REBENDAEENIRIE, call on " EF”
i, EREEE A &EA+TEX BHNEAKEE, not o pay ORI BFE
RMBEHA. taxes FERF L HESH HH R B, the people {F "k
X" CBEA R 5. gk R %, go on FEEEIESA, R E4
FHHMTE" go on JFEEAER, KR EAEMR . RILE: Let’s go on
reading the second volume of the Selected Works of Mao Tsetung. (ER%E
THEBEER., B4 TE) Let’s go on to read the second volume of
the Selected Works of Mao Tsetung, (R g TE—EHTMEEE)
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When autumn came and the crops on the
island turned golden, huge wind-whipped waves
dashed wildly against the shore. .These booming
breakers voiced the misery of the fisherfolk and
rang out like a bugle call spurring them on to fight
it out with their oppressorss.

The chief local tyrant Chih Lung-chang had
recently been like an ant on a hot pan — he did
not know which way to turn’. Since regaining
control of Dragon King Island, he had succeeded
neither in rounding up Communists nor in col-
lecting taxes®. Many of the village heads and
ward chiefs® under him had thrown up their jobs

6. B S AR IMEGE MDA % GRITREM) =W, B 45
like BHEHIMIFEIE like a bugls call spurring ... 5% rang out (M5M),
like FHEHA—-AHGIA+WASE" (2 bugle call spurring ...) FriyRaIE
TEM. IESER DN, bugle call: FER, spur [spo:] a
person on to do something: BE, MHEIE AMEHE, fight it out: HMR
ARG it REMLMAKEX, XLNEES (oot it home (HFFEE),

lord it over (F¥5)%, 7. T E 254, which way to turn 3%
AREEE + RER B REEDE know S, RM— M4 (which way
he should turn), F{EEE, Yy which BEMKE, FLEE which way
BHE to turn BT, FRBM. 8. MBEH T T4, HUCREHE, succeed
[sok’si:d} v. fZh, W FFEENIT in), neither ['naid>] ... nor [na:]...
CINU.. %Z\' ...... XZ: ...... , ﬁz(iﬁ' ...... :/_\’(ﬁﬁ' ...... o round up: [ff]%qo 9'
FRE RN, ward {waid] n. FEIEEA TR, HEE—TP,, XLER
BRIEREHAR X H, -



for fear of the guerrillas'®, If this went on, he
himself migiit be forced to quir'*. He made up
his mind to track down!? the communist guerrillas
by first searching out and seizing their liaison
men in the village. Before he had made any
headway'? in this, hqwever, a report came in from
one district that Yeh Hung-shan had held a secret
mass meeting there and two thugs collecting taxes
‘had been beaten to death by the angry fishermenl4,
Then another district reported that their local
guards had virtually been wiped out during a
surprise attack by the guerrillas. Enraged and
alarmed’s, Chih tore up both reports and, without

10. MFERRHELIN, BE TS, throw [brou) up: Bk (AL %), for fcar
of w.: HFF e . J1id for FEGHRUER TR HEH", 11, &
B4 ™5, mTeth#aEF, X2 R%49. be forced to quit:
WOAETT, ZMEHENEEE LIRS NE & FE nREDA
force AAELEIESE, SREAUE—D &R (BAR) + REX HWES
FEiE, #lin: force him to quit GEMEMET), HETR, WMEE-- A
HEAREBENEDDEANRDT, B EDTREE—-PESEE. 12, #
PeEiEZ, make up one’s mind: FiEg Ly, HEEZE, track down: FIEE,
EE, #EH. 13, fbR A BS E A 3@, make headway: Bigk, 7.
4. HEUERBREDITFTEN S, BMRBHSTHEEEWHER BT
T. XRBEMHIIMBLIEAG, HRFIES report, [AAMNTRK, FRUE
FHREMIE report pYE M, thug B3R “HEfE", “XIF", XEME 57T #.
15. CREE) U8, X, KBS ESWRIE, %1 1oe up, enrage
[in'reidz] v, fh&R, @, alarm [o'ld:m] v, FF, PR,
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stopping for breakfast, hurried away with his
guards to investigate.

One thing the despot failed completely to
understand'®; although his gang had seized control
of Dragon King Island, the islanders were
uncowed!”.. The struggle was still going on.
Men and women, old and young were all against
them, while every hill and stream, every bush and
tree provided cover for the resistance fighters led by
the Communist Party. All this forced the despot’s
gang on to the defensive'® ..

Towards evening Chih returned home with
his armed guards. He was met at the gate by
Bad Egg, scared out of his wits'®. “Quick, uncle!
Take a look at?® this,” he cried.

“What is it?”

“Here....” Bad Egg pulled a sheet of red
paper out of his pocket. Chih took it and read:

16, XPMERELIFERBYERE o . the despot ... to understand £
i thing BIREMNG, XREN that T, fail SRENERELEE
HNEE. 17, 8, REIFE, 18, RIAFY, A THREIRE,
19, PN, X250 WEE S Bad Egg, out of oue’s wiis: #
BEEEL, 20. &%, take 3 look at = have a look at,
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Chih Lung-chang, your end is near. The more
crimes  you commit, the more harshlys we shall
deal with you™.  Yeu other bandits® must lay
down your arms and surrender to the people.
Unless you atone for® your crimes you have no
way out®,
The Guerrilla Battalion
26th of the Tth moon®

With a show of coolness which he was far
from feeling®, Chih asked his nephew: “Where
did you find this?”

“In our courtyard after my nap this afternoon.
The guerrillas must have left it there?.” ’

“In our courtyard, eh?” Chih broké into a
cold sweat®. Scratching his head he barked:
“Fetch Chien here. Quick!” Chien was his flunkey
Squint Eye.

21, RIEEEE, BRITHIRIEL M, “the A 2SR E U T g 2 S .

the + G R BIA B HLEEER - o TORFER, XA e , EL A

deal with: #b80 (918): e (M), harshly ['ha:fli] ad. ™ 5, # %),

22. {RMAAMEESE, bandits £ you RALE, E&, X—h you HiE 2t
“... we shall deal with you” g you FERRR, 23. atone [3'toun]
for: BEE2, BE, 24, Wg, 25. REEH. 26, PR AR,

“far from +Z&iF7 FR PR " 27, MR BHHIABERE
H. WAEIE must EEEANETRMN B8, B5R may 5% 1 £,

“must + have + 3EDE” BTGB e, 28, PR —HWF,

break into: K- ¥k,
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This warning on the despot’s own doorstep,
before he had got to the bottom of*° those serious
setbacks in outlying districts, showed that the
guerrillas were-active here and that they had the
support of the villagers. Otherwise, however
bold*®, they would not dare plant a pamphlet in
his yard in broad daylight. What if3! there were
* Communists among his own men?

When Squint Eye turned up3’?, Chih asked
him: “Did you hear that the Reds left a pamph-
let in my courtyard?”

“Yes... I heard,” Squint Eye mumbled,
keeping his eyes on the ground.

“It's a good thing I came back®. If I'd stayed
out any longer, the Reds might have burnt down

my house right under your nose34.”

29. HUEKERH e . 30. EREREKX, XRE—ARILSHRIE NG,
bold JFHE&EHT they were, TR IE bold, FTLIAIEISEIERF, 31, 4
L SPPO Ao EREE? what If f§%-F What would happen if ...? 32.

B, WA, 33, EFHBEIKT, I came back 2AHBETEH that 89k
ENE. 34, ERBENELSENE, ROEFAEEREILTENE
RIIERAET., KOEENAHOM—MEE, FRIndEEERER AR
R, EXfafin, £4RENIKEEDRB S E 2 i (Id
stayed out = I had stayed out), Z&HFE3NFER should (5 would, could,
might) + have + %4+, under one’s nose: 7EE AMGAT, right (IF4F,
847 )RENA, B under,



“First thing this morning, boss, I went out
on your orders to find out® from the landlords
which of the villagers are in league with the

guerrillas,”

“Find any?” demanded Chih.

“They said those families who had Reds
staying with them before were the most likely?’.
That means most of the families in Makuai

Lane....”
“Which in particular3s?”
Squint Eye listed the families of Ta-shun,

Spring Catch and others.
“Did you search those household the other

day3*?”
“We did, but we didn’t find anything,” an-

35. SRAIE-HEHRERBN S LM E, et thing (%) 233F,

FAVEIRIE, B05 went out, find out: 3R, ZEHS: FER, 36. Flereees
B, 37. IR 2/ \JURBR e B P AR, those families
.- were the most likely 2RIENG, 1SN DHMNBER that BT, &
O3S, fFsay, see ZHFAFHAOEBMG, BiER that Hr L4 85,

likely (FTREMIRMET, BIEM the most WRBARMEES, 2R B
#k8Y” ., who had Reds staving with them before BEIENA, & families,
Htf Reds staying ... & “&E(RAF) +AEH T WOESEE, BES
W staying 75X B FRafERFE S, 38, FIREWILE XE—F
B4J, 4A4T Which families does that mean in particular ? in particular
PE“TEH W, that $8 F 09 those families ... were the most likely. 39. J1
KA, #iILUL. ’
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swered Squint Eye.

Chih turned to Bad Egg. “Did anybody come
here today?” '

“No ... Ididn't see anyone. Only this pamph-
let. It was wrapped round a pebble .... Maybe??
someone slung it in with a catapult, uncle....”
With trembling fingers he handed overil a pebble.

Chih examined the pebble thoughtfully. Then
glancing at the bruise on his nephew’s forehead he
asked: “Who's the best shot with a catapult in
this village?”

“Iron Ball.” Bad Egg ﬁngéred the bruise on
his head.

“How about Spring Catch2?”

“He has one*’ too, but he's not such a good
shot as Iron Ball*t.”

Chih asked Squint Eye: “What more have

you found out about Third Sister Liu?”

40. #ifF, KMk, maybe (= perhaps), really Z:BIE R 4 95 (£ RKEH,
PR EEEATTF, 4. ZH, 42. HFRIE? how about: - §
HUE? XASESHRPIEE AR, 43. XE#one 2@, &L
Y a catapult, 4. BREERZKENEITHE BERE suwch TIXE
R as BEER, RoR R IERT, shot BEIERAR, £ MF #.
a good shot: FF4FTF. 1 E: such FEBETHGE, THAHNLTERR,
AR a —E 2 B such JEIEL




“She has a child to mind at home,” replied
Squint Eye. “They say she sometimes leaves the
village; but she’s only a woman....”

“Only a woman? Fool!” Chih remembered how
Third Sister Liu had been the first of the villagers
to speak against paying taxes at a meeting. A
woman brainwashed by the Reds can pull the
wool over your eyes*s,”” he fumed. ‘Underesti-
mating her may cost you your head®s.... Which
other people does she have most to do with4??
How does she spend her time? Have you found
out?”

Before Squint Eye could answer, another of
Chih’s men came to report that two more
pamphlets wrapped round pebbles had been found
in the courtyard of the district headquarters. At

45. LI5S I L A Bt aE B K, (ZREHRBEREBGEE B2 g
#3755, ) brainwash [‘breinwaf T o, #fg, OA) BATES AR, ik T3
WA A 437838 brainwashed by the Reds FiEZ3E, 5y woman,
pull the wool over one’s eyes: ZEfisst A, HIS8 A, 46. BRET i
FIGE AR 4Y, underestimate [‘andav'estimeit] o, B8, &, HxAH
HET RS IR R E, cost [kost] o f1 S LRI . XA
AR IES. may cost B “MEZE +EREE T MR AYE R B R
HESEE, ERREEER you, gREEL your head, 47, W
BEMBEALERL? have 10 do with: Fleeeee HRE, Moo HRE,

BB MA—RIE N AR s,
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once Chih stoppéd interrogating*® Squint Eye and
hurried to his headquarters.

It was, of course, Iron Ball and Spring Catch
who had catapulted the pamphlets into Chih’s com-
pound*®. That noon when the despot was away,
the other bandits were having a meal at the police
station and Bad Egg was taking a nap, the two
boys had set out’® with baskets and hooks®*osten-
sibly to gather mulberry leaves. While Spring
Catch kept watch’®', Iron Ball climbed the big
mulberry tree behind Chih’s house and shot-the
pamphlet into his courtyard.

After completing this task according to plan,
Spring Catch shot the other two pamphlets into
the headquarters courtyard, while Iron Ball went

48. LB, A sop EEH&ANE TR REEFRLR, Rk
£, She stopped talking. #ifZ L%, He stopped to talk. {43 F (3
WITHR) Rikin, 8 ~wEASELEEAE, B—a&FET G 0H) i
FIE, AT —EH, stop LRWENA, FE—~1EE 7@ alking 15 X 5
MR-, stop BRAKREIFA, JAE - PRER o @k (SH1 R IE,
interrogate lin'terageit] o, £if]; W, 40, W IERREMERT
e RN REERIPE FIE, AR PRASH, HESTRERERNER 1
O RPRIEE. catapult o HESHY, compound ['kompaund] .
HEEEESE, BT, 50. B % . set cut (=hegin a journey): ¥,
51. sFE; .
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on to a neighbouring village as if to beg for foods2.
Actually, however, he, distributed pamphlets and
put up posters calling on the people to rise and
resist their oppressors.

After supper that night Spring Catch went
to bed early, but he could not sleep for worrying
about®? Iron Ball’s safety. Recently: the two boys
had grown much closer to each others4, for their
devotion to a common cause had cemented their
friendship and made them true comrades-in-
armsss. ; ) ‘

Iron Ball returned successfully from his
mission as dawn broke the next day>°. 'Aithough
he had not slept all night he was buoyed ups’

by excitement and a sense of achievement. To

52, EMGTRAEET, as if (B, F)XTMNBEHATLUSIE—-IFTER,
BINAME to beg, EESEFIE—PHRREMND ONDRIEIE SR £
FAE#IIES), #lin: He akted as if he were a beggar. . 53. HIFIHL,
i for f5 B 3h & 618, FTUER “EHR . BR. (B35H 10, #E68)
54, EXRXANMEEEFBEEFT. had grown (BLEHER) R £,

much closer to each other (It ZAEFH L )REIE, 55, HN, @
SFHEEVABR T AMINKE, ERIRARENREK. for RFREH,

RXRFEBHER, 1EAH—/MIZ0EE, BSLth because BE%, devotion to
i BREToe, coment [si'ment] v, 4, & FE, X B 4 made ff
ey B, BEEBAGRR) B MO AEE. 56 Y
BIRRKREFINE, Fid as 5% 1B . dawn breaks: R3E, BLBE.

57. FmiReEr, buoy [boi] up: BEFiM, '
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