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Foreword

Mr. Ann Tse Kai, a renowned personage of Hong Kong highly regarded in China and abroad, was elected
Vice-Chairman of the Eighth National Committee of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference
(CPPCC) in 1993 and was re-elected Vice-Chairman of the CPPCC National Committee in March 1998 at the
Ninth National Committee's First Session. In the arduous course of the Chinese government's resumption of the
exercise of sovereignty over Hong Kong, Mr. Ann, through his love for China and Hong Kong and with the zeal,
sincerity, genuine knowledge and deep insight of a statesman and public activist, has worked painstakingly to pro-
mote ways and means for maintaining the prosperity and stability of Hong Kong and ensuring a smooth transfer

of political power there.

In 1983, when the Sino-British government negotiations on the Hong Kong question were at a crucial
moment, the highly venerated Mr. Ann Tse Kai was invited to become a member successively of the CPPCC
National Committee and of its Standing Committee. From that time onward, he has devoted himself unswervingly
to the sacred cause of Hong Kong's return to China and the reunification of the motherland. He came out with
the concept of "the rule of Hong Kong with Hong Kong laws" and a "16-point proposal for maintaining the

prosperity and stability of Hong Kong," which played a positive role in reassuring the Hong Kong people.

In 1985, Mr. Ann was appointed Vice-Chairman of the Drafting Committee for the Basic Law of the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region by the Standing Committee of the National People's Congress
(NPC) and, at the recommendation of people of various circles in Hong Kong, became Chairman of the Hong
Kong Basic Law Consultative Committee. In these capacities, he took part in the formulation of the Basic Law
of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of the People's Republic of China, a law unprecedented in
history, and translated into reality the "one country, two systems" concept of Deng Xiaoping, the chief architect
of China's reform and opening to the outside world. Starting from 1993, though already in his 80s, he resolutely
accepted one assignment after another and, as Vice-Chairman of the Preliminary Working Committee of the
Preparatory Committee of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region and Vice-Chairman of the Prepara-
tory Committee itself, took an active part in the whole process of preparing for the establishment of the future
government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region. He travelled between Beijing and Hong Kong
about a dozen times each year to attend a variety of meetings and kept in contact with Hong Kong inhabitants of

various circles, with utmost disregard for all the trouble to himself.

Another patriotic undertaking of Mr. Ann at his advanced age is his all-out endeavour to popularise the
Chinese written language around the world and to promote the culture of China. From 1979 to 1995, he dedi-
cated the time intervals between his busy political and business schedules to the study of Chinese linguistics. In
the 16 years, he wrote 21 books on this subject and founded the discipline of "learning Chinese characters by
association” to make it easier for foreign students to master the Chinese language. He was also concerned with
literacy campaigns in China's inland areas, donating more than 50,000 copies of his works on Chinese linguis-
tics to provincial and municipal education commissions across the country and poverty-stricken areas in need.

To expedite the modernisation of the Chinese written language, he invented "Ann's System of Coding Chinese



Characters" and "T.K. Ann's Chinese Word Processor". He acclaimed the Chinese written language as "China's
fifth greatest invention" after paper-making, type printing, the compass and gunpowder, and predicted that "the

21st century will be a century for Chinese characters to display their power."

Mr. Ann Tse Kai as a Chinese citizen who has long resided in Hong Kong has always maintained that
love for China and love for Hong Kong are inseparable. With a profound affection for Hong Kong, he has made
important contributions to the development of this prosperous international metropolis. His glorious achieve-
ments in building up the textile industry in post-war Hong Kong as one of its pillar industries and his great
contribution to expanding Hong Kong's foreign trade have won widespread praises in China and overseas.
Moreover he has received many special international honours. The course of his arduous trailblazing efforts

may well be described as the epitome of the history of Hong Kong's post-war economic development.

I came to know Mr. Ann Tse Kai in 1993, and worked together with him throughout the process of
preparation for and organisation of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region. He has impressed me as
thoughtful, quiet, modest but daring to air his views straightforwardly, versatile, and easy-going and pleasant
in co-operation with others. Mr. Ann is also a person who is keen to work in the public interest. He is truly a
learned and outstanding man. When talking about the study of Chinese linguistics, he becomes really enthusi-

astic, eloquently promoting his way to learn Chinese characters, which is enlightening to his listeners.
The album, Ann Tse Kai, a graphic presentation of Mr. Ann Tse Kai's uncommon road and his colorful

life, is composed of 200 excellent photographs and articles totalling 30,000 Chinese characters. It is hoped that

readers of the album will gain some enlightenment from it.
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