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0 The Pearl on Canada’s Pacific Coast

Leaving Vancouver by Ken Mclsaac

From whitecaps to snow caps,
I could never do without.
Fragrant flowers, tall trees.

Nice people all about.

I left here once before,
Oh how I missed it then.
I was so very sorry,

But I’ll never leave again.

Love the rainy winters

And summers at the beach.

HEZE® Bir e

A downtown rendezvous

And strolling Robson street.

The peaceful Fraser Valley,
The whistle of a train.
Farms and country smiles,

I can never leave again.

The beautiful Pacific
Holding ships that wait.
Ferries to the islands
Sailboats bob and play.

But now I'm back to stay

And I'll never leave again.
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Q The Pearl on Canada’s Pacific Coast
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Except for one last time

But I really won’t be gone.

Vancouver is one of the world’s most scenic and livable cities, plenty to see and
enjoy. Large enough to offer a wealth of diversions, it is also small enough for
visitors to soon feel at home. Here in Vancouver, locals share smiles and
conversation with strangers. Walking is a joy in this city by the sea, and dozens of
parks and gardens offer the opportunity for a leisurely stroll or a demanding
mountainside hike. From opera to sporﬁng events, international dining to pizza on the
go, and fine art to souvenir postcards, Vancouver combines the best of all worlds.

Although Vancouver is a relatively new city, established in 1886, aboriginal
habitation along the forest-shrouded coast dates back 6000 to 8 000 years. For
centuries, native people harvested salmon and shellfish and carved totem poles,
masks, and other works of art out of cedar in 1858, the Fraser River Gold Rush lured
thousands of American, Chinese and European fortune hunters into the region. After
the gold rush was over, the newcomers began logging, fishing, and mining. From its
origins as a remote logging town, the “Village on the Edge of the Rain Forest” has
grown into a sparkling metropolis. Gone are the smelters and factories that once
darkened the air above False Creek and English Bay. In their place, Granville Island,
the West End, Kitsilano, and Robson Street reflect a distinctively West Coast style.

Over 90 languages are spoken in Greater Vancouver. More than 36% of the
population speak languages other than English. Other languages commonly spoken
include Chinese, French, Japanese and Punjabi. Among North American cities,
Vancouver has the largest labour force capable of speaking languages other than
English. 17 languages, apart from English, are taught in various universities,
colleges, private schools and language centres. Newspapers are found in 20 different
languages. Radios are broadcast in 19 different languages. Television programs are
available in 17 different languages. The co-existence of different languages is a way
of life in Vancouver.

When visitors stroll along the long sandy beaches of Vancouver, when they look
out over the silver blue water on a city framed by the dramatic evergreen slopes of the
coast mountains, when they see windsurfers darting between freighters at anchor,
sleek cruise ships gliding out to sea and a flotilla of sailboats, they usually can’t help
sighing: “It’s so beautiful. I want to live here”.
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