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On the summer night with an breeze

blowing lightly, on the banks of the
Milky Way in the sky, there are two
brightest stars, just like a pair of
sweethearts looking at each other
across the river. The star on the farther
bank of the Milky Way was called Vega
(It 1s called “Star of the Girl Weaver”
in China), named after the fairy maiden
called “the Girl Weaver”. She is the
most beautiful and clever daughter of
God and the West Queen Mother. The
one on the nearer bank of the Milky

Way is called Altar (in Chinese, it is

called “Star of the Cowherd”), derived
from the industrious and good-natured
cowherd; the two small stars on the two

sides of it are their children.
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In the ancient times, heaven and earth
were not so far apart as now, being
separated by only one heavenly river.
There was clear running water in the
river, which often attracted the celes-
tial fairies to bathe here. But common
people could not see the celestial world
beyond the Heavenly River, nor dared
they enter the river, for all those who

had entered it had never returned.
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God and the West Queen Mother had
the supreme power in the two worlds.
The West Queen Mother often rode

her dragon cart to visit the places on

the banks of the Heavenly River.
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They had a daughter called “Girl Weaver”, with

pink tender skin as smooth as silk, and fine hair

like a black waterfall. She was not only pretty,

but also diligent, intelligent, and very kindhearted.
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After weaving the cloud brocade and

heavenly clothing every day, Girl Weaver

would fly together with her fairy sisters

to the Heavenly River for bathing. She
yearned for the earthly life, but the heav-
enly law did not allow her to cross the

Heavenly River freely.
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Girl'Weaver fell in love with a boy in the
htman world who-was about the same
age as her. He-got up early to work at
sunrise and retugned late at sunset. His
name was Cowherd, with parents dead,
only living with-anold buffalo as his good
companion.

His life wag'very hard, but Cowherd felt
he/was yery free’and happy. Sometimes,
he could/not help singing a joyful song.
When Girl Weaver heard such a joyful
sound; her mood became happy too. But
Cowherd did not know a fairy see him

every day and love him so deeply.
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The old buffalo living together with
Cowherd was a treasure inherited
from his ancestors. As it had eaten
the godly grass called “glossy
ganoderma” grown at the high
mountains, it had acquired the
intelligence of a god. It could see
each and every move of the fairy Girl
Weaver in the celestial world, and it
told all it had seen to Cowherd.
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Cowherd was attracted deeply by such a
lovely girl. The old buffalo gave Cowherd
several cucumber seeds and told him to sow
them and put up some cucumber trellises

near the Heavenly River.
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By the evening of the next day,
the seeds sown on the previous
day had grown into cucumbers
hanging all over the trellises.
Following the old buffalo’s
suggestion, Cowherd hid himself
under the cucumber trellises as
early as he could.

The miracle occurred: Cowherd
was able to see the celestial world
beyond the Heavenly River!
When the fairies flew to the
Heavenly River and hung their
clothes on a glazed tree on the
other bank, Cowherd recognized
the Girl Weaver mentioned by the
old buffalo at first sight.
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Girl Weaver also noticed the Cowherd hidden
under the cucumber trellises immediately. While
the sisters were absorbed in their bathing and

playing, they two ogled at each other silently.
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