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Useful Information

There are some people in society who either have to or want to work all the time. Most
people, however, seek ways to socialize, to relax or to have fun during their leisure hours. Obvi-
ously people’s tastes vary depending on their income and their age. But in recent years, the home
entertainment industry has grown all over the world. Instead of going out to see a movie or taking
a walk in a park, people of all ages prefer to turn on the television and stay at home. More and
more families have tape recorders, CD players, VCRs, VCDs, DVDs and computer games to add
to the variety of leisure activities in the home. In some countries, young people spend hours sitting
in front of their computers, surfing on the Internet or playing computer games.

Despite the rise in home entertainment, there are still many people who enjoy spending some
of their leisure time attending sports events or participating in competitive sports or other physical
activities such as dancing and tai chi (shadow boxing). Exercise not only contributes to good
health but also takes the mind away from worries and troubles.

Concerts, plays and other performances constitute another source of entertainment outside
the home. While some people prefer to be entertained, others prefer to be the entertainers. They
derive great satisfaction from giving others pleasure by making them laugh or by enabling them to
lose themselves in the imaginary world of a play or the relaxing sounds of music.



Part One
PREPARATION

Our Leisure Activities

& STEP ONE

Age Group Leisure Activities

College students | playing tennis, playing table tennis, playing football, playing basketball,
going swimming, going skating, going to Karaoke bars, playing cards,
going to movies, watching VCDs, playing computer games, dancing,
playing musical instruments, collecting stamps, collecting coins,
going to the pub, travelling, listening to music, reading novels,
watching a sports match, going to a concert, going to theatres and
museums, going shopping

Our parents . watching TV, going shopping, travelling, bowling, dancing, going to
Karaoke, listening to music, reading novels, playing mahjong, watch-
ing a sports match, going to a concert, going to the library, playing go/
chess, visiting or entertaining friends, drinking tea at a tea bar/house

¢ STEPTWO

Most Active Activities | sports activities, dancing

Most Passive Activities | watching TV, listening to music, reading novels, going to the
pub, playing cards, chess and mahjong, going to the tea bar

Most Popular Activities | (open)

P Laughter

Sample:

Cross-talk is very popular in China. You can listen to it everywhere, on the CD, on the radio,
on TV, etc. I think its popularity mainly lies in its humorous language, the performers’ quick wits,
their funny gestures and their presentation skills. Another reason is that the subject of cross-talk is
close to real life so that it resonates with the audience. It uses either bitter irony or funny teasing to
amuse people. The most important thing is that cross-talk can make one laugh and think at the



same time.

My Favorite Film

Sample:

My favorite film is “Gone with the Wind”. I love the film because the story is very touching
and the topic thought-provoking. Vivian Leigh and Clark Gable acted as Scarlett and Rhett Butler.
Both are very famous and both acted very well.

The story happened during the American Civil War. It was about love and war. I was deeply
touched by Scarlett’s love for Ashley and Rhett’s love for Scarlett. In both cases the love was
unrequited and hopeless. This was, I think, the most attractive part of the movie. When I watched
the movie I hoped that Scarlett could realize how deeply Rhett loved her and repay his love. I cried
when at the end of the movie their daughter, Bonnie, died and Rhett left Scarlett even though
Scarlett had realized how she had loved him without knowing it all the time. The most tragic thing
is that no one can really understand what love is. That is also the case with Scarlett. She loved
Rhett, but she didn’t know that. She thought she still loved Ashley, so did Rhett. Ashley stood in
the way of their marriage, like a shadow that couldn’t be waved away. I also admire Scarlett
because she is a brave, independent, courageous, and intelligent woman, though she is selfish and
willful.

£} Recognizing Puns

1. The word “plane” has the same pronunciation as “plain”. If you say something is plain, you
mean it is simple in style. Normally you don’t have very nice food on planes.

2. The word “terminal” may mean illness or disease that causes death, often slowly, and cannot be
cured. It also means a place where vehicles, passengers, or goods begin or end a journey. An
airport terminal is where you get on a flight or get off a flight.

3. The word “pointless” means having no sense or purpose, and a broken pencil has no point.

4. Math teachers may have a lot of problems for their students. They also may have problems
themselves.

5. The word “short” may mean short in height, it also means not having as much as you want or
need. So here it may mean the boy doesn’t have enough money to pay for the lunch. It may also
mean that the boy is too short to reach the counter.

6. When you buy something from a vending machine, if you insert more than enough money, the
machine will return the change, in the form of coins. What the nurse means is that they haven’t
managed to get the coin out of the boy yet. So the boy’s condition hasn’t changed.

7. The word “driving” also means powerful.

8. The word “bored” has the same pronunciation as “board”. So here it may also mean the mother
is a member of the private school board.



4 Extra Activity for Teachers’ Choice:
VCDs and Movies

Watching VCDs

Going to the Movies

1) It’s more convenient, you don’t
have to buy tickets, and be
dressed formally.

2) You can watch a VCD when-

1) Movies are better in quality
than VCDs.

2) You can watch undisturbed.

3) You have a relaxed holiday

2) You are always disturbed by
telephone calls or other things
while watching.

Advantages ever you like. feeling.
3) You can watch it over and over
again if you like.
4) It’s much cheaper than watch-
ing a movie.
1) The quality is not as good as | 1) The cinemas are sometimes too
that of a movie, because many noisy, and too dirty.
Disadvantages of the VCDs are pirated. 2) In summer there are many mos-

quitoes in cinemas.

Part Two

READING=CENTERED ACTIVITIES
CIn-(Class Reading

re-Reading

1) L enjoy jokes because I think jokes can always make one laugh. It’s well-known that laughter is
the best medicine. Besides jokes often have wisdom in them. When I have time I usually read
some jokes in the newspaper or in books. There are many jokes which cater to different age
groups. I also like reading cartoons and comic strips.

2) I think humor is a very important quality for a person or for getting along with others. I like to
be with humorous people. They are like sunshine and therefore very popular with others. They
can make me laugh when [ am unhappy. They can change an awkward situation and help people



get rid of embarrassment by making everybody laugh. With such people, life becomes more

interesting and enjoyable. However, it doesn’t mean everybody can understand the humor in a

particular situation. Humorous people require understanding from their listeners. When they

laugh, communication is successful.

assage Reading

® Words, Phrases and Grammatical Points

. note (I. 74)

Some phrases with “note”:

1) make a note of something: write some-
thing down so that you can look at it later

e.g. 1) 1 made a note of her address and '
phone number. |

II) Make a note on the calendar that he’s |
coming on Tuesday. J

III) She took out her diary and made a |
note of the time of the meeting. l

2) take/make notes: write notes |
e.g. 1) Iread the first chapter and took notes. :
II) She sat quietly in the corner making |
careful notes. |

III) I noticed he was making notes about |

the deals as I was describing them |

to the board. |

3) take note: pay close attention to some- |
thing |

e.g. 1) Take note of the weather conditions. :
II) People were beginning to take note |

of her talents as a writer. |

III) 1 realized that I had forgotten to take |
note of any landmarks en route. |

. blame (. 102) |
Some phrases with “blame”: I
1) blame somebody for something :
e.g. I) You can hardly blame Peter for be- |
ing angry with her. |

II) It’s not fair to blame me—it’s not my |

fault that we lost.
2) be to blame
e.g. I) You are not to blame for what
happened.
II) The hot weather is partly to blame
for the water shortage.

3) only have yourself to blame: used to
say that someone’s problems are their
own fault

e.g. I) If he fails his exams, he’ll only have

himself to blame.
II) He’s only got himself to blame if no
one will talk to him.

. alive (1. 102)

adj. (not before noun)
1) still living and not dead
e.g. I) Doctors fought to keep her alive.
II) It was really a bad accident—they’re
lucky to be alive.
2) active and happy
e.g. I) With the wind rushing through her
hair she felt intensely alive.
II) It was the kind of moming when you
wake up and feel really alive.
3) continuing to exist
e.g. 1) Ancient traditions are still very much
alive in rural areas.
II) The big factories are trying to stay
alive by cutting costs.
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post—Reading

@ Reading Comprehension

1.

2.

Understanding the Organization of the Text
Para.1-3 Humor is universal, but people’s sense of humor varies.
Para. 4. Even animals have a sense of humor. The author’s dog is a good example.
Para. 5 The typical three parts of a joke: 1) setup, 2) body, 3) punch line.

Para. 6-12 Different forms of humor: 1) slap-stick, 2) Chinese cross-talk, 3) a play on
words, 4) puns and double entendres.

Para. 13 Humor will persist even though some professional humorists think today’s
humor is not very intelligent or sophisticated.

Understanding Specific Information
DB 2D 3)C 4HA 5C 6A 7THA 8D 9B 10)B

. Explaining the Difference

I think there are several factors that lead to the different responses, such as one’s personality,
knowledge of the world, cultural backgrounds, etc. Some people are more sensitive to humor.
They like to laugh, and they enjoy jokes. They are more imaginative. After hearing a joke, they
will use their imagination to make the joke more laughable. Some people, because of their
limited cultural backgrounds, can’t understand the joke well. Or, they don’t think it amusing
because they don’t have the right knowledge. It’s not because they are not sensitive to humor,
but because they don’t understand very well. Another barrier, I think, is the language. Some-
times when a foreign teacher tells a joke, the students cannot understand it because of some
difficult words.

. Analyzing Jokes

JOKE ONE:

[One day a visitor from the city came to a small rural area to drive around on the country
roads, see how the farms looked, and perhaps to see how farmers earned a living. (SETUP)]
[The city man saw a farmer in his yard, holding a pig up in his hands, and lifting it so that the
pig could eat apples from an apple tree. The city man said to the farmer, “I see that your pig
likes appies, but isn’t that quite a waste of time?”’(BODY)] [The farmer replied, “What’s time
to a pig?” (PUNCH LINE)]



JOKE TWO: .

[One absent-minded professor approached the edge of a wide river, and far across on the
other side he saw another absent-minded professor. (SETUP)] [The first man called out loudly,
“Hello! How do I get to the other side of the river?’(BODY)] [The second man on the far side

of the river shouted back, “Hello! You are already on the other side of the river.” (PUNCH
LINE)]

. Making Your Comments

Samples:

—1I agree with it, because people enjoy laughter. Humorous people know that laughter is the
best medicine. They don’t mind insults if you can make them laugh. In fact, this kind of
insult is not insult in its real sense because when people are trying to make others laugh the
focus is on the fun they can enjoy, not on insulting them. People need self-mockery to survive,
to let out anger, and to get out of difficult or embarrassing situations. I don’t mind being
joked about. Life should be filled with laughter. How boring the world would be if every-
body was serious and humorless.

—I don’t agree with it. Dignity is the most important thing. I wouldn’t allow anyone to insult
me even if they made me laugh. As a matter of fact, they wouldn’t be able to make me laugh
if they are insulting'me. When people are getting together, friendliness and harmony are the
priorities. How can people stay together if they are likely to be insulted or laughed at? I
enjoy jokes, but I think some jokes go too far and they hurt people.

@ Vocabulary

1.

2.

3.

1) A. entertaining B. entertainment C. entertained D. entertainer

2) A. recognizable B. recognized C. recognition

3) A. tempting B. tcmptatiori C. tempt

4) A. reasoned B. reasoning C. reasonable D. reason

5) A. analyzed B. analytical C. analyst D. analysis

6) A. valuable B. valuation C. valued/values D. values

7) A. humorist B. humor C. humorous D. humorless

8) A. understandable B. understanding C. understand D. misunderstood
1) a sense of responsibility 2) a sense of safety/security 3) a sense of inferiority
4) a sense of superiority 5) a sense of rthythm 6) a sense of justice
7) a sense of shame 8) a sense of helplessness 9) a sense of direction

10) a sense of urgency

1) Lively behavior is normal



10

2) Fast cars appeal to

3) diverse arguments

4) I asked my boss for clarification
5) sensitive to light

6) Mutual encouragement

7) made fun of him

8) persists in his opinion/viewpoint
9) to be the focus/center of attention

10) we buy our tickets in advance

4. 1) certain/sure 2) involved 3) end 4) behavior 5) disciplining
6) agreed 7) individually 8) first 9) response 10) question
11) attempt ~ 12) voice 13) directly 14) followed 15) trouble
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