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Research on Animal — naming in Chinese -+ 1

Research on Animal — naming in Chinese

Abstract: This is a research on animal — naming reasons, char-
acters and laws in Chinese, also on the relations between animal —
naming and cognition and culture . This book is the first work re-
searching the naming motivation for tangible objects in Chinese. It
has a special value in the study on Chinese vacubularical history and
the origin of language.It is able to be a reference to anthropology
and biological history too.

The author summed up three ways to make singlemorpheme
words and concluded four principles abide by them animals are
named. The analysising method of naming — element is firstly used in
this book . With it the author measured the animal naming — elements
and fond that 80.6% of them come from visual perception, and in
shape naming — elements, there are 20.7% ones describing round
shaps. This indicates the laws of visual superiority and round superi-
ority. The author presented a new term sound — symbol to express
the ralation beween sound and meaning of a word.She says that a
person who is exploring the etymology of a word is in fact just look-

ing for the sound — symbol. In order to reduce chance, a poly — to—
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mono sound — interpreting way is used to explain a animal name in
the book. The author also gave her own views in other aspects: the
social agreement to a naming, the ralation between sound and
meaning of a word, the meaning of etymology, the indicating ety-
mological function of phonetic complements and so on. To the tradi-
tional ways expaining a naming — reason, the author made a review
and critisized its subjective and assertion. Names of category reflect
the devolopment of category concepts. The author thinks that there
is a essential distinguish between Chinese animal category and the
west way . Chinese animal category beared obverous perceptual recog-
nition feature.Comparing animal namings of Chinese and English ,
we find that people have common naming ways but different culture
connotes. Mankind have the same train of thoughts while have dif-

ferent social characters.
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