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There are many theories, all unproved, as to how language began. Most picturesque among them is
the “bow-wow” hypothesis, to the effect that men began to speak by imitating the natural sounds they
heard, or thought they heard, around them.

The barking of a dog would strike the ear of the leader of a small band of primitive humans. It would
sound to him like “bow-wow” , and as he tried to imitate it, he would convey to the others, by pointing
to the dog and repeating “bow-wow” , that the creatures that made that particular sound should henceforth
be referred to as “bow-wow” .

Too simple? Yet, consider how often children spontaneously fasten upon some utterance produced by
one of their number, and use it to designate him, pointing to him in derision as they do it.

The scientific name for this process is onomatopoeia , or “name-making” . Less scientific but easier
to pronounce and spell is “echoic word” . You echo what you hear. If the fall of a big tree in the forest
sounds to you like “crash”, that is what you use to designate that type of sound. The noise produced by
a bee may sound like “hum” or “buzz”. Words like “click”. “ bang” all seem to be of echoic origin.
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Several factors cause fatigue, but in general, they come down to two main causes: lack of fuel or
food, and the excessive accumulation of by-products of activity. Muscle activity uses up stores of glycogen
or sugar. It also must have oxygen, for a muscle deprived of it will soon cease to contract. Lactic acid
and carbon dioxide are the chief by-products of muscle activity, but there are also toxins from other
sources which may help produce fatigue. Some of these toxins may come from bodily infections and some
may be absorbed from breathing or from the digestive process. But in addition to these factors, there are
certain causes of fatigue which are more or less obscure. Some of these are less physiological than psycho-
logical, such as lack of interest in what you are doing. When you do something that bores you, you tire
easily; if you are interested in your work, you forget the amount of energy you put into it. You also tire

more quickly when standing than when you are walking, for in walking, each leg rests half of the time.
XU GEAERXANTEHRTIIREFNEMEH,
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During the past month, the Star has published several columns and letters addressing the widely
publicized parking problem on campus. The main issues are well known: campus construction projects
have gobbled up most of the prime parking spots near classroom buildings; domm residents are bringing
cars to campus in increasing numbers each year; and the overall campus population — students, faculty,
and staff — has grown faster than the number of available parking spaces.

Most of the proposed solutions to the parking problems fall into two broad categories: those that re-
quire more land and those that restrict access to prime parking spaces, usually by giving preferred status
to faculty, staff, and seniors. As for the first solution, land is in very short supply on the central cam-
pus, and, as others have pointed out, using it for parking seems unwise. The other solution, restricted
access to parking, displeases the many students who will be denied space.

I believe that there is a third alternative, one that will save land and keep nearly everybody happy:
a multi-level parking facility on the central campus.

XRESCRASBEMTREFEEN BT,
biopd

The division of labour according to sexes is clearly delineated. Men are expected to support their
families by doing all the work in the fields; by caring for the cattle, horses, oxen, and mules; by making
charcoal and cuiting wood; and by carrying on all the large transactions in buying and selling. When a
Tepoztecan man is at home, his activities consist of providing the household with wood and water, making
or repairing furniture or work tools, making repairs on the house, and picking fruit. Politics and local
government are also in the hands of the men.

Women’s work centres about the care of the family and the house. They cook, clean, wash, iron
clothes, do the daily marketing, and care for the children. Many women raise chickens, turkeys, and
pigs; and some grow fruit, vegetables, and flowers to supplement the family income. Women do a great
deal of buying and selling on a small scale, and they control the family purse. Tepoztecan women are not
expected to work in the fields, and Tepoztecans of both sexes look down upon the women of the neigh-
bouring villages who do agricultural work, carry heavy loads of firewood or com and wear men’s hats.™
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What does the future hold for the problem of housing? A good deal depends, of course, on the
meaning of “future” . If one is thinking in terms of science fiction and the space age it is at least possible
to assume that man will have solved such trivial and earthy problems as housing. Writers of science fic-
tion, from H. G, Wells onwards, have had little to say on the subject. They have conveyed the suggestion
that men will live in great comfort, with every conceivable gadget to make life smooth, healthy and easy,
if not happy. But they have not said what houses will be made of. Perhaps some new building material ,
as yet unimagined, will have been discovered or invented; at least one may be certain that bricks and
mortar will long have gone out of fashion.

But the problem of the next generation or two can more readily be imagined. Scientists have already
pointed out that unless something is done either to restrict the world’s rapid growth in population or to dis-
cover and develop new sources of food (or both), millions of people will be dying of starvation or, at the
best, suffering from under-feeding before this century is out. But nobody has yet worked out any plan for
housing these growing populations. Admittedly the worst situations will occur in the hottest parts of the
world, where housing can be of light structure, or in backward areas where standards are traditionally
low. But even the minimum shelter requires materials of some kind, and in the teeming, bulging towns
the low-standard “housing” of flattened petrol cans and dirty canvas is far more wasteful of ground space
than can be tolerated.

REE SRR TXRRERWNEYERE.
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It may be argued that the married woman would still find plenty to do about the home nowadays.
That may be so, but it is certainly no longer necessary for a woman to spend her whole life cooking,
cleaning, mending and sewing. Washing-machines take the drudgery out of laundry, the latest models
being entirely automatic and able to wash and dry a large quantity of clothes in a few minutes. Refrigera-
tors have made it possible to store food for long periods and many pre-cooked foods are obtainable in tins.
Shopping, instead of being a daily task, can be completed in one day a week. The new man-made fibres
are more hardwearing than natural fibres and greatly reduce mending, while good ready-made clothes are
cheap and plentiful.

Apart from women’s own happiness, the needs of the community must be considered. Modem society
cannot well do without the contribution that women can make in the professions and other kinds of work.
There is a serious shortage of nurses and teachers, to mention only two of the occupations followed by
women. It is extremely wasteful to give years of training at public expense only to have the qualified
teacher or nurse marry after a year or two and be lost forever to her profession. The training, it is true,
will help her in her duties as a mother, but if she continued to work, her service would be more widely
useful. Many factories and shops, too, are largely staffed by women, many of them married. While here
the question of training is not so important, industry and trade would be seriously short of staff if married
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women did not work.

We can see then that there are good reasons for regarding it as desirable that married women should
have some occupation outside the home.
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Those out to demolish old buildings often argue that a new factory will bring prosperity to a town and
provide employment for its people; a new block of flats will improve living conditions; a new road will
create better transport facilities. These arguments are true, but somehow unconvincing. Countless quiet
country villages have been spoilt by the addition of modem “improvements” like huge traffic-signs or tall
concrete lamps which shed a sickly yellow light. In the same way, buildings which are erected without
any thought being given to their surroundings, become prominent landmarks which may change the char-
acter of a whole town. They are ugly because they are so out of place.

Nothing can change the look of a town or city so dramatically as the sudden appearance of a block of
offices which towers above all the surrounding buildings. For example, before the arrival of this skyscrap-
er, all the buildings in the city stood in special relationship to each other. The most imposing of them was
probably the cathedral or the town hall followed by other public buildings. These dominated the city and
gave it a definite shape. Suddenly, out of nowhere, the new arrival (which is rarely even a public build-
ing) dwarfs everything in sight, and even the most graceful and imposing existing buildings may now be so
sadly diminished as to seem slightly ridiculous beside this monster. It rises up above them, demanding

attention merely because of its size and not because of any intrinsic worth.
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Geoff quietly got out the car, and holding his camera in his arms scrambled down the slope that sep-
arated the road from the rice-field. I watched him impatiently. When he was half-way down, all the
herons looked up and stared at him. Sensibly, he paused. He took a few steps forward. The birds re-
mained where they were. Another five paces and he might be within range for a distant view. He took a
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step forward. With one accord the whole flock rose into the air and flapped away to alight in the centre of
the field some twenty metres away.

I prepared myself, in the interests of harmony, to swallow the retort of, “I told you so”, but I had
no immediate need to do so, for Geoff was not to be beaten so easily. He descended to the botiom of the
bank and took three steps into the five-field. As I watched him, he slowly began to sink. 1 thought he
would step back, but as he tried to lift his right leg, so his left leg sank deeper. He was stuck. 1 jumped
out of the car and ran down the bank . By the time I reached him, he had sunk up to his hips and he was
holding his precious camera above his head as though he were expecting any moment to disappear alto-
gether.
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John was never late. Rose screwed up the gold chain in her hand and sat on the comer of the table
near the door that he always entered. Then she heard his step on the stairs, and she turned pale for just
a moment. Then she had a habit of saying little silent prayers about the simplest everyday things, and
now she whispered, “Please God, make him think I am still pretty.”

The door opened and John stepped in and closed it. He looked thin and very serious. Poor fellow,
he was only twenty-two — and to be burdened with a family! He needed a new overcoat and his shoes
were old and worn. A

John stepped inside the door. The he stood still. His eyes were fixed upon Rose, and there was an
expression in them that she could not read, and it terrified her. It was not anger, nor surprise, nor dis-
approval, nor horror, nor any of the emotions that she had been prepared for. He simply stared at her
fixedly with that peculiar expression on his face.

Rose wriggled off the table and went to him.

“John!” she cried, “don’t look at me that way. [ had my hair cut off and sold it because I couldn’t
have lived through Christmas without giving you a present. It’ll grow again — you won't mind, will you?
1 just had to do it. My hair grows very fast, you know. Say ‘Merry Christmas!’ John, and let’s be hap-
py. You don’t know what a nice — what a beautiful, nice gift I've got for you.”

B SCEREE R AR T John #1 Rose ZRIR A H,
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Though I usually go on excursions to the country during the weekend, I had decided to spend the
whole of Sunday in the city for a change and to visit the central square and public gardens. It was so early
when 1 left home that the streets were deserted. Without the usual crowds and traffic, everything was
strangely quiet.

When, at last, I arrived at the square I was surprised to find so many people there. Some were
feeding pigeons and others were sitting peacefully at the foot of a tall statue. I went and sat with them so
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as to get a better view.

Some time later I made my way to the public gardens. Here there was an entirely different atmo-
sphere. The sun was now bright and warm and the air was filled with gay laughter.

The pond interested me more than anything else for many people had come to sail model boats.
There were little yachts with bright red sails, motor boats and wonderful sailing ships. They moved grace-
fully across the water while their owners waited for them to reach the other side.

At midday, I left the gardens and slowly began walking home. I was not at all sorry that I had not
gone to the country for the weekend. There had been much more to see in the city on a Sunday moming

than I could ever have imagined.
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You are to write in three paragraphs.

In the first paragraph , state clearly what your view is.

In the second paragraph , support your view with details .

In the last paragraph , bring what you have written to a natural conclusion with a summary or suggestion .
Marks will be awarded for content, organization, grammar and appropriacy. Failure to follow the in-
structions may result in a loss of marks.
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Every college student would agree that life in college is not the same as it was in the middle school. Now
you have been asked by the Students’ Union to write a pussage entitled :
THE MAIN DIFFERENCE BETWEEN

MY COLLEGE LIFE AND MY MIDDLE SCHOOL LIFE
as part of an introduction programme for new students coming in September .
You are to write in three paragraphs .
In the first paragraph , state clearly what you think the main difference is between college and middle
school life.
In the second paragraph , state which life you prefer and why .
In the last paragraph , bring what you have written to a natural conelusion with a summary or suggestion .
Marks will be awarded for content, organization, grammar and appropriacy. Failure to follow the in-
structions may result in a loss of marks.
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Nowadays it has become fashionable for college students to take a part-time job. Being an university
student, I take a part-time job. I'm asked to help a boy with his English. Thus, to my opinion, I think,
I can go over my English when I am teaching him; moreover, I can eam some money. But on the other
hand, it takes me too much time.

In spite of many disadvantages, many students still like to take part-time jobs, and most of college
students choose tutors as their jobs. [ think they might have the same opinions. Although we have to
teach the middle-school students every weekend, we keep it. Because we want to practise ourselves.

In short, we learn something when we’re working. No matter what jobs we are taking, we enjoy
them. What’s more important, we learn some experience.
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Taking a part-time job has become fashionable for college students. The problem is that whether a
college student should take such a job. 1 think it has both advantages and disadvantages.

On the one hand, through a part-time job, you can leam a lot which you couldn’t leam from books,
e.g. you can learn how to get along with others, how to perform best, etc. Of course , you can eam a lot
of money by a part-time job, and spend it on whatever you like. On the other hand, it is certain that a
part-time job will take up a lot of your spare time. If you don’t have enough time spent on your study,
consequently you may have a lot of trouble in your study.

In a word, taking a part-time job has both good and bad aspects. Whether take it or not, depends
on your individual ability and interest.
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What’s the main difference between my college life and my middle school life? I think a most impor-
tant thing is that I have to build up a stronger ability of self-control in my college life than T do in my
middle school life. T must look after myself, no one tells you when to change your clothes, what to eat for
every meals. All those things must be decided by yourself in college life. But your parents told you when
you were in middle school. Moreover, there are lots of subjects that you can choose to study in your col-
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