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LESSON ONE
READING

BEIING

Part of Beijing’s charm lies

in its being an an-
cient city with many splendid cultural relics,One of the
six ancient Chinese capitals, Beijing became the capi-
tal known as Ji of the state of Yan during the Zhou
Dynasty over 3,000 years ago, In the early 12th cen-
tury, the Kin Dynasty (1115-1234) established its
capital hefe,After conquering and unifying China, the
Mongols founded the Yuan Dynasty (1271-1368) and .
made Beijing their capital, calling it Dadu, When
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Marco Polo, the Italian traveller,came to the city,he
was so impressed by the grandeur of Dadu that he
said it was the most prosperous and the largest city in
the world, both in area and in the grandeur of its
buildings, The two later dynasties, Ming (1368-1644)
and Qing (1644~1911), both had Beijing as their capi-
tal, It was during the Ming Dynasty that the Imperial
Palace, or the Forbidden City as it is also called,

was built.

The Great Wall (Chang Cheng) .1t takes about an
hour’s drive from the city district to reach the wall
located northwest of Beijing, The section was built on
the Badaling Mountains over 1,000 metres above sea
level, Juyongguan Pass, one of many such gates along
the wall, guards the Badaling mountain pass, The
wall, posing a strategic barrier, extends into the
distance in both directions from this pass along the
mountain ridges,

Construction of the wall began in the seventh
century B,C,when separate feudal states in northern
China built barriers against invasions by neighbouring
states along their borders and when three fairly large
ducal states, Yan, Zhao, and Qin, built walls on their
northern borders,to ward off incursions by slave own-
ers among a nomadic nationality known as Xiongnu,
In the third century B, C, when Qin Shi Huang, the
first emperor of Qin, unified China, he had the sep-
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arate sections of walls linked together to form the ba-
sis of the present Great Wall, Repairs during succes-
sive dynasties {finally put the wall into its present form
in the Ming Dynasty, Starting from Shanhaiguan Pass at
the Bohai Bay in the east end, the wall rises and
falls, twists and turns along the mountains, crossing
valleys, traversing Hebei, Beijing, Shanxi, Shaanxi,
Inner Mongolia, Ningxia and Gansu, running over
6,700 kilometres before reaching Jiayuguan Pass at the
west end,

The magnitude of the engineering feat of construc—
tion of the Great Wall is even more impressive con-
sidering that it was not simply built with earth but with
finely trimmed stones and grey bricks,The wall aver~
aged 7.8 metres in height and 5.8 metres in width at
the top —~wide enough for five horses or 18 people to
walk along it abreast, One estimate has it that 180
million cubic metres of packed earth and 60 million
cubic metres of bricks were used to construct the wall.
Just to move these materials up to the worksite along
the meandering mountain paths was an extremely dif-
ficult task, let alone manufacturing the bricks,

Imperial Palace (Gu Gong):; Also known as the
Forbidden City, the Imperial Palace contains 150,000
square metres of floor space within an area of 720,000
square metres to coastitute the largest and most com-

plete ensemble of traditional architecture in the world.
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The most impressive buildings on the palace ground
are Hall of Supreme Harmony (Taihe Dian), Hall of
Central Harmony (Zhonghe Dian) and Hall of Preser-
ving Harmony (Baohe Dian), Viewed from afar, these
palaces built on eight-metre-high white marble founda-
tions take on a grandeur that is almost mythological.
The Hall of Supreme Harmony, the most elegant of
the three, also known as “Hall of the Golden Throne”,
is the place where grand ceremonies were held, It is
30.05 metres high, 13.96 metres wide from east to west
and 37.2 metres from mnorth to south and its roof is
supported with 84 huge pillars,each a metre in diame-
tre, Six of them, decorated with gold dragons, sur-
round the throne which rests on a two-metre-high plat-
form, Sculptures of divine cranes, incense burners and
tripods stand in front and a meticulously carved screen
behind, The hall is filled with priceless gold art and
jewellery on display, The Hall of Central Harmony is
where emperors rehearsed for ceremonies and took
short rests before going into the Hall of Supreme Har-
mony, Behind it, the Hall of Preserving Harmony is
where on Lunar New Year’s Eve emperors feasted
nobles of ethnic minorities, The last two halls, built
entirely of wood, have eaves covered with paintings,

Beyond the  Hall of Preserving Harmony is the
inner palace, Here, Hall of Heavenly Purity (Qianging
Gong), Hall of Union (Jiaotai Dian) and Hall of
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Earthly Tranquility(Kunning Gong) stand on the cen-
tral axis and are flanked by six eastern and six west-
ern courtyards, The inner palace is the area where
emperors conducted daily routine work and lived with
their empresses and concubines,

Construction of the palace took 14 years (1406-20)
during the reign of Ming Emperor Zhu Di (r, 1402-
24) and 24 emperors of the Ming and Qing dynasties
ruled the country from here, A visit to this huge pal-
ace and its precious exhibits in various halls will help
visitors learn something of the palace life of China's
emperors,

Ming Tombs (Shisan Ling): The Ming Tombs, 13
of them, screened by the Tianshou Mountains in a 40-
square~kilometre basin, are about forty kilometres north-
west of Beijing, Visitors normally see two tombs—
the largest and most imposing overground construction,
Changling, and an excavated tomb, Dingling, Every
tomb has an underground palace, but only Dingling
has been excavated,

At the entrance to the Ming Tomb area are 18
giantsized pairs of stone statues of animals, generals
and ministers lining the road leading to the tombs which
are representative of the concept that even after death,
the emperors still ruled the land and people,

Changling was built as the tomb for Emperor Zhu
Di,Its main building, Hall of Prominent Favour (Ling’
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en Dian), covers a floor space of 1,956 square me-~
tres,the same as the Hall of Supreme Harmony in the
Imperial Palace, Its pillars, beams, rafters and frames
are all made cntirely of nanmu, a fine hard wood from
the south of China, Thirty—two huge gilded pillars of
nanmu inside the hall support the ceiling, each made
of a single trunk, The four largest ones are each 1.17
metres in diametre, At times the pillars emit a fra-
grant odour ,Moving the huge trunks to the necropolis
from the mountains in southwestern China, it is said,
took five or six years,

Unearthed during 1956-58, the majestic under—
ground palace at Dingling was hidden 27 metres below
the surface, Occupying 1,195 square metres of floor
space, its five vaulted halls are stone, without a sin~
gle wood beam or column, The rear hall, the largest
of the five, is 30.1 metres long, 9.1 metres wide and
9.5 melres high, The coffins of the Ming Emperor
Zhu Yijun and his two empresses are exhibited here,
Over 3,000 burial objects including a gold ecrown,
some phoenix crowns, gold wine pots and vessels and
other highly valuable relics were excavated, Some of
them are on display at the Dingling exhibition halls.
According to historical records, it took six years to
complete the construction of Dingling at the cost of
eight million taels of silver, equal to two years’ land
taxes for the entire country,
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1. Questions

. Vocabulary Exercise

1.

charm—Part of Beijing’s charm lies in its being
an ancient city with many splendid cultural
relics,

a, atiractiveness b, beauty c. scenery
relics—Part of Beijing’s charm lies in its being an
ancient city with many splendid cultural relics,
a, property b, remains c, estates
grandeur—W hen Marco Polo came to the city,he
was so impressed by the grandeur of Dadu that he
said it was the most prosperous and the largest
city in the world,

a, greatness b, development ¢, prosperity
feast—The Hall of Preserving Harmony is where
on Lunar New Year’s Eve emperors {easted
nobles of ethnic minorities,

a, provided a rich meal for

b, provided entertainments for

¢, provided lodging for

precious—A visit to this huge palace and its
precious exhibits in various halls will help visit-
ors learn something of the palace life of China’s
emperors,

a, precipitous b, lustrous ¢, valuabie

odour — At times the pillars emit a fragrant
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odour,

a, amenity b, odorant ¢, scent

7. excavate—Over 3,000 burial objects were excava-
_ted,
a. unearthed b. vacated c. discovered

B. [diomatic Expressions and Multiple-word
Verbs

1. (be) equal to; (be) the same in amount, size,
number, value, degree, etc, ; (be) as much as
1) According to historical records, it took six
years to complete the construction of Dingling at
the cost of eight million taels of silver, equal to
two years’ land taxes for the entire country,

2) Ten dimes are equal to cne dollar,

2. on display; shown, exhibited

1) Some of the valuable relics are on display at
the Dingling exhibition halls,
2) Stores have these pictures on display in the
windows,
Fill in each blank with one of the phrases listed
below in its right form if necessary,
(be) equal to on display
1. An hour______ sixty minutes,
2. A new kind of car.was____ in the shop,

V. Homework

Write sentences of your own, using each of the



phrases listed below,
1. (be) equal to
2. on display

V. Pronunciation Exercise

Syllable Stress

1. a, cébnquer b, conquer

2. a, grandéur b, grandeur
3. a, architécture

o

., architecture
4. a, céremony

5. a, diameter

. ceremény

o o

. diameter

6. a2, meticulously . méticulously

7. a, excavate éxcavate

o ot ot

8. a, cOncept . concépt

V. Repetition Drill

Part of Beijing’s charm/ lies in its being an an-
cient city/with many splendid cultural relics./ One of
the six ancient Chinese capitals, Beijing became the
capital known as Ji of the state of Yan during the
Zhou Dynasty over 3,000 years ago, In the early 12th
century, the Kin Dynasty (1115-1234) established its
capital here, After conquering and unifying China, the
Mongols founded the Yuan Dynasty (1271-1368) and
made Beijing their capital, calling it Dadu, When
Mareco Polo, the Italian traveller, came to the city,
he was so impressed by the grandeur of Dadu that he

8



said it was the most prosperous and the largest city in
the world, both in area and in the grandeur of its
buildings., The two later dynasties, Ming (1368-1644)
and Qing (1644-1911), both had Beijing as their cap-
ital, It was during the Ming Dynasty that the Impe-
rial Palace, or Forbidden City as it is also called,

was built,

VI. Dictation

A, Listen carefully and then write down the missing
words as rapidly as you can,

1. Beijing became the capital known asli over
years ago,

2. In the early ___  century, the Kin Dynasty estab-
lished its capital here,’

3. The two later dynasties, Ming ( ) and Qing
(), both had Beijing as their capital,

4. The Forbidden City contains

floor space within an area of square metres,

square metres of

5. The Hall of Supreme Harmony is metres
high, metres wide from east to west and

metres from north to south and its roof is supported

with huge pillars, each a metre in diametre,
6. The rear hall is metres long, metres wide
and metres high,

B, Write down the sentences as fast as you can,
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V. Translation (Coto.Ed)

1.

ERRPEARKMENER, R RS B &%
W RT Z—,
ERERPEERAANEBZ—, TR FLSHE M i
PN 1 B 5 S04l 38 28 i o 3
PEAREMERILUE, ERAERTHT B BB
Wb, WHE T BHS R eh G,
FREWME TR ILE, KELWXR, Wiz E B
X, &K6,T0ELE,

WEXRESR, BRTHEHELEN B WEENAER
R
KRMBAE—IRIRENBATLE, BHhEEH
RGBS ENLTREN.,
WERBEMESEFARTRNNEY, 2R HE
BHRBANTRTEETE 4 BH—RFR.
WEHHIER, EEATFHBTEREEN BHA, B
BAE, BENBAHEHRT.

SPEED READING

THE SUMMER PALACE
—YIHEYUAN

The largest and best preserved of imperial Chinese

gardens is only about half an hour by bus northwest
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of Beijing’s city center, Known as the Summer Palace,
or Yiheyuan meaning Garden of Harmonious Unity,
it served the court of China’s last dynasty, the Qing
(1644-1911) ,For many years this scenic spot attracted
pleasure-seeking feudal rulers, who adormed it with
pavilions and gardens, Not until the reign of Emperor
Qian Long (1736-95), the fourth Qing emperor, did
the garden assume approximately its present size and
shape., Qian lLong named it Qingyiyuan, or Garden
of Clear Ripples, Destroyed by fire in 1860 during the
Second Opium War, it was rebuilt in 1888 by the
Empress Dowager Ci Xi who spent an enormous amount
of money on it from funds appropriated for building a
Chinese navy, In fact, Ci Xi got her palace under
the pretext of building a naval training site though it
was never once used for that purpose, Ci Xi named
it Yiheyuan and made it her residence for the greater
part of the year, In 1900 the palace gardens were again
badly damaged when the combined forces of eight im-
perialist powers pillaged Beijing, It was reconstructed
in 1903 and opened as a public park in 1924, thirteen
years after the overthrow of the last imperial dyn-
asty,

This palace garden occupies 290 hectares, three-
fourths of which is water, mainly Kunming Lake at
the foot of Longevity Hill (Wanshoushan) focal point

of the garden, One day is scarcely enough to see all
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