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FOREWORD

The chrysanthemum is one of our famous traditional flowers that have
a very high appreciative value as well as a long history of cultivation.

Just as all the other flowers wither away in chilly autumn winds and
sudden frost, blossoming chrysanthemums, braving the cold, greet people

with their magnificently colourful charms. This puts us in mind of the

lofty qualities that have been long upheld and cherished by our people
the spirit of hard working, unswerving will before difficulties and indomitabi-
lity before brute force.

Blossoming chrysanthemums dazzle the woods,

Green pines crown the cliffs;

Such chaste, grace and charm,

Thou stand out as heroes under frost.

This is the earliest ode to the chrysanthemum, written by Tao Yuan-
ming, a man of letters of the Jin Dynasty. Many poets and eminent men
have sung praises of the flower ever since,

A gardenful of golden chrysanthemums

With a solitary thicket the colour of frost.

Bai Juyi of the Tang Dynasty
Late blossom makes the frost-braving quality all the more evident,

I laugh at those ignoramuses who think the prime time is past.
Lu Jou of the Song Dynasty
The chrysanthemum chooses to reside in the kingdom of frost and

wind,
Not that it is turned away by the warmth of spring.
Yang Wanli of the Song Dynasty

Rather die withered on the branch
Than dance with dead leaves in the east wind.

—— Zhu Shichen of the Ming Dynasty
Comrade Zhu De, impressed by the noble character of the chrysan-

themum, wrote the following poem:



Strange flowers blossom in solitude amidst the leafless branches,

With bones of jade and skin of ice;

When the day of peaceful co-existence comes,

I'd drown my former hates with chrysanthemum wine.

The appreciation of chrysanthemums has for a long time been a
national custom with the Chinese. Every autumm, chrysanthemum exhibitions
are held in many of the cities,at which famous traditional chrysanthemums,
the newly bred varieties as well as all kinds of chrysanthemum models are
on display.

In November,1982 National Chrysanthemum Exhibition was held in Ren-
min Park ( People’s Park). Shanghai. Over 100,000 pots from Beijing,
Shanghai, Tianjing, Shengyang, Wuhan, Changsha, Chengdu, Nanjing, Nan-
chang, Hangzhou, Suzhou, Yangzhou, Wuxi and Dezhou were put on show.
Visitors to the Exhibition totalled about 1,400,000, This was the biggest
nationwide chrysanthemum exhibition ever, which drew wide attention and
won high acclaim from the public.

Based on the flowers displayed on 1982 Shanghai Chrysanthemum

Exhibition, this picture album has been prepared after much consultation

with concerned experts and repeated screening. The traditionally famous
chrysanthemums and newly-bred rare species that are selected for the
this album amount to two hundred. And by way of reference, this album
also presents several short articles on the history of the cultivation of
chrysanthemums and the general knowledge about classification and appre-
ciation,

The present album is only a tentative attempt. It is our sincere hope,
therefore, that it will pave the way for better things to come and that
the traditional chrysanthemums will not become extinct and new strains
will continue to be bred, thus pushing the horticulture in our country to

a new high,

e



WP IEE 2

BT, EREHESCANBRA Y. E-TSENERRNEETRELTHLMILE,
GLE - BB, REEK - + TSk T W EE BRAENE T, RENED .
EANMEIEN & RS A AT H5 TR ZRIFABRGERHPE SRALZLE, 45
K2 L. CREByPA B BER L ISR, DURREIN GUSE OB A Bk
LR LU B R, SR TR —

TR NS MR RIR, TR R AR BRI A A BRIk 3 1540, R %
FET, MARML RS RER, B, ShETA XRAS RERE. BTE
K, BHEEBRTEEME NS, RRUVBEREAR, WECRREN TERN, &
K, SR IT G5 ), GEHE D B ABO SRR EE, YN, %
LATURARE, GIHBIDTES TR T M LR A — LRI LT 278
ik W EERGEREE TR AR, SHREL T, PRIKENGEETiRRN
FILAHE K 274, IE I6HRREL, ZMBECRENHYTNRAZ A%
A, AR H9, B FRICGEBEREM SRAUHE THIRIMIZA, MIEH
G, RS TR HEEPALURE, S AN RSN SE, R
BT TRBEA%, TGRS Y. 5 R, 4 R HRTEE TR DI S
£F, EEBRETTHNAT,

HEER, MINBEESE TES S0 TH, SR, FEEE TALENR
B, FEHINEL B, REBLSHEAFSTRM

B FREM L, EATHCAERHEEHERIRA, HAAANRFES. ik,
RBRM, U, B2 AKREEE TR, FRUERIEN. 1o REGEER
SMUBUEE I SRR, HAT, BECBLRE R L SR S E S

BaH



A SHORT HISTORY OF THE CULTIVATION OF .
CHRYSANTHEMUMS

The cultivation of chrysanthemums has a long history in China,
Accounts of chrysanthemums appear in books written as early as the
Spring and Autumn period, more than two thousand years ago. Mentions
have been made about “chrysanthemums as yellow flowers” both in the
Yuelin Chapter of Liji (the Book of Rites) and the twelfth book of Lu
Shi Chun Qiu ( History as edited by Lu Buwei). In Li Shao, a poem by the
patriotic poet Qu Yuan, there are these lines: “Drink the falling dews
from magnolia in the morning/ Feast on the dropping petals of autumn
chrysanthemums in the evening. In Ben Cao Jing we have the statement:
“The taking of chrysanthemums strengthens the body and the will.,” And
in Feng Su Tong Yi (A General Hisory of Customs) by Ying Shao of the
Han Dynasty, there records a sentence that reads: “A draft of chrysant-
hemum potion when thirsty is condusive to longevity.” It is evident from
these accounts of the past that people have long been aware of the values
of chrysanthemums both as food and medicine.

Accounts of chrysanthemums as an ornamental plant date back to the
oft-quoted lines in the famous poem “Ode to Chrysantemums” by the great
poet Tao Yuanming of the Eastern Jin Dynasty:“Picking chrysanthemums
by the eastern hedge/l was aware of the South Mountain from afar.”What
freedom of restraint and ease of composure! “In chaste and refined
bearing/ Thou stand unmoved under the frost.” Again what firm determina-
tion and integrity! In the Tang Dynasty the chrysanthemum developed new
varieties that had both white and violet petals. The cultivation of chrysan-
themums became extremely popular in the Song Dynasty, and by then vie-
wing was already the chief purpose of cultivation. which fact resulted in
a dramatic increase in new strains. Liu Mong's “Chrysanthemum Catalogue”
and Fan Dacheng's “Chrysanthemum Catalogue of Fanchun” were also
published at this time as the first scientific treatises on the plant, which
contributed. no doubt, to the technique of chrysanthemum cultivation. In

“Chrysanthemum Catalogue of Fanchun” is recorded a standing chrysan-



themum plant cultivated by a Suzhou horticulturist that carried dozens of
blossoms when in bloom. Chrysanthemum cultivation reached a new high in
the Ming and Qing Dy‘nasties. with still more new varieties added to the
basic stock. Wang Xiangjin of the Ming Dynasty wrote a book called “A
catalogue of Beautiful Flowers”, which enumerates as many as two hundred
and . seventy—four varieties under sixteen different species. In Ben Cao
Gang Mu, Li Shichen says that the number of chrysanthemum strains he
had observed reaches well over three hundred. In the early years of the
Qing Dynasty, Cheng Zi wrote “Flower Mirror”, which has a detailed
account of the breeding and cultivation of chrysanthemums. It is evident
from over thirty scientific treatises on the techniques of chrysanthemum
cultivation. written in the Ming and Qing Dynasties, that the people at that
time not only made rather tentative classification of the flower according
to colour and petal shape but also gave apt and elegant names to various
kinds of chrysanthemums, using sceneries, animals, plants, poems and lite-
rary allusions as inspirations, thus further heightening the art of the
appreciation of the flower.

Now that we are having a beter understanding of the environmental
habits and characteristics of chrysanthemums, new breékthroughs have
been made in cultivation techniques and methods and new strains have kept
appearing, which brings the total number of strains in China to three
thousand and more.

China—grown chrysanthemums were introduced into Japan via Korea in
around the tenth century and became a pet with the Japanese, who popu-
larized the plant and further perfected the technique of its cultivation. In
the seventeenth century. some Dutch merchants managed to ship some
species of the flower to Europe, from whence it was again'ex.ported to
America. Up to now, many new varieties of chrysanthemums have also been
bred in countries other than China. At present, the chrysanthemum has
joined the ranks of world-famous flowers that boast the greatest number

‘of strains.
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CLASSIFICATION OF
CHINESE CHRYSANTHEMUMS

(1) Large—flowered.
(A) Flat-petalled.
1. Broad-petalled Single.
2. Semi—double (disks not covered when flilly opened) .

3. Formal ( Fully Double): Vertical section of flower head looks
rather flat.

4. Incurved.
5. Recurved: Vertical section of flower head looks roundish.
6. Irregular (petals irregularly curved).
7. Drooping ( petals narrow and long).
) Quill-petalled.
8. Quill-petalled Incurved.
9. Quill-petalled Flat—headed.
10. Long Quill-petalled ( Drooping).
11. Quill-petalled Radiate.
12. Quill-petalled with Large Curled Top
13. Quill-petalled with Bead-like Top.
(C) Anemone- flowered.
14. Anemone—-flowered.
(D) Others.
15. Hairy—petalled.
16. Dragon Claw: Petal-top forked.
(11) Hardy Bushy Border Chrysanthemums.
1. Single.
2. Recurved.
3. Quill-petalled.

4. Anemone—flowered,
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