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The Life of Han Fe
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The ||fe of Han Feizi was a prince of the state of Han in the waning years of the
Han Feizi Warring States period (475~221 B.C.) in China. The theoretical topics
he found most compelling were governing through punishments and re-
wards, names versus and methods of statecraft. Unfortunately,
actuality, rule by law, TS\ he had trouble communicating f?::
AN due to a speech //
' impediment.

M- N (k) (RS b
o Mo U - NEE>AR - N

(S =) (B ) (SEER) T3 - SN RN o M A RTE

Not to mention that due to the in-
eptitude of the Han king, govern-
mental authority had fallen into

the hands of his high minis-
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Troubles inside and | Seeing the dangers his state

out. If something | faced, Han Feizi presented sug-
isn’t done now, the
state will surely

N
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gestions to the king sev-
eral times...
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% 5 = 1
? He once went to Chu to study under the Of the seven chief states of the time, Han was
-4 great Confucianist, Xunzi. the smallest and weakest
A His most famous classmate, @S one and was under con-
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You can’t even talk without
stuttering, what ingenious
policies could you possibly

Due to continual inter-
ference by the high
ministers, Han Feizi
had no way to imple-
ment his ideals...

So at his wits end, he put his thoughts
down on paper—over one hundred thou-
sand words, with chapters such as “A
Private Anger”, “The Five Vermin”,
“An Inventory of Explications”, “A For-
est of Persuaders”, and “The Difficulty
of Persuasion.”

10

This is marvelous.
It must be written
by some ancient

His works made their way to
Qin, and when the king there
read the chapters “A Private
Anger” and “The Five Vermin”
he exclaimed...
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This was written by [12/ Wonderful! Find
a classmate of mine, a way to get him
Han Fei. If your to come to Qin to
Majesty would like
to meet him, it

shouldn’t be too
difficult to
arrange.

11 ( If only I could meet

this person and talk
°° with him, I could die
without regret!
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In the thirteenth year of the Qin king’s reign, Qin
attacked Han. Han then sent Han Feizi to Qin to
persuade the king to desist.
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14 The Qin king was very | Your book is very

oy The king seems to
pleased to meet Han \ good. I agree so Ay really like Han
Feizi, but nonetheless, \much with your 4 Fei. If he employs
he couldn’t bring him- him, it might

affect your own
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Han Feiisa | g
prince of Han,

If your ultimate goal | 17 Since we can’t use
is to conquer the him, we’ 1l just have

so he 1l surely N other states, you must to send him back.
do what’s understand that Han -
best for Han /< Fei would never Your
assist in the Majesty,
destruction of absolutely 7

his own state.

[0 ==

Han Fei has been in the
capital for quite some
time. If we send him
back now, Qin is sure

to feel the repercussions

in the future.

Since that’s the case)
we 'l have to put him
in prison for now, and

Tnfigure out what to do
- with him later,
eI '
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AN
\l Make him take 21
—] this poison. This

should save us

any trouble in

What’s this?
Put me in
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22 The king orders you 23

to commit suicide
with this poison.
)

I have lived a life of frustrated
ambitions, only to be wronged in
the end. I die unwillingly!

>

mity on his lips.

S
S

N

realizing his aspirations and with en-
=)

Not long after, the
king had a change
of heart...

talent. I think it
would be best to
let him out,

I’ m afraid

it’s too late,

Han Fei
committed
suicide in
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—
It’ s too bad that a
man of his talent had
to die so young...

28

Three years after Han Feizi’s death, the
state of Han was destroyed; twelve years
after, Qin conquered and unified all of
China, and the king proclaimed himself
First Emperor of the Qin dynasty.
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Knowing
Your Place

One day, after Marquis Zhao of Han
had been drinking and lay down on his
bed, his hat attendant covered him with
a piece of clothing, fearing that he
might catch a chill.

Hey, who ’ The hat
covered me
with this? . attendant.
i/
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The king then <
ordered both the
clothing attendant
and the hat
attendant to be
punished.

The clothing attendant neglected
his duties; and the hat attendant
overstepped his bounds. Both
of you should be
punished!

—A sovereign should main-
tain certain principles in re-
gard to his ministers: a minis-
ter must not be allowed to
overstep his duties and thereby
accumulate merits for himself;
nor should he be allowed to
do other than what he says
he’ll do. In this way, every-
one will be able to
complete their own
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Claws and
Teeth

&

If a tiger were to lose
its claws and teeth, it
would be at the mercy
of people.

Now let’s
see it put
up a fight.

Power and influence
are a sovereign’s
claws and teeth;

Reward

\\\\\\

A sovereign who loses his
power and influence is like
a tiger with neither claws
nor teeth.

Now let’s see
you put up a

10

A| case the sovereign gradu-
| ally loses his own power.
4| If a sovereign loses his

(—The reason sovereigns |
are killed and states per-
ish is that high ministers
gain too much respect
and influence, in which

power, can he still pro-
tect the coun-
try? Not one in
a thousand.




The 1
Difficulty of
Persuasion

TR 7

Once when Duke He first gave his own daughter
(7 in marriage to the Hu sovereign

Wu of Zheng ~J  to butter him up.

wished to attack

4 2
*\v.é.\..\i\ ))'Lll

3 [’ m thinking of
After a while, | sending the troops out.
he gathered  \Which state should we
his advisers! T
together to

ask for their
opinions....

Hu is a sister state, and

would be you want me to attack
a good them? Guards! Have
target. | <

this man beheaded!

The king of Zheng | 6
sure is good to me.
From now on, I can
let my defenses

—To know the facts |
is not difficult. To
know the facts and
then choose the ap-
propriate attitude to-
ward the facts is the

Zheng then took advantage
of Hu’s unpreparedness and
swallowed them up.

difficult part.

#
#
#
R
N
#®
id
#
4
5%
PA
#
%
£
#]
Pl
P
%
#®
&
B
%]
;J?—
#
E

S S i |

N
pi

ot [0 Bl | 3 -

T 35 268 e

me s [ o sk -

Nzl - BN ST - BF] .-

NN [ -

o N - SEME -2 o Mg - (U




