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Tourist Map of Sichuan
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On the green earth, there is a dark brown
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plateau with a purple basin to its east. In the

middle of this basin there is a piece of green
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land. It is Sichuan, a beautiful land with more
mountains and rivers. Also it is a native place
of many famous people.

Sichuan is like a natural encyclopedia,
covering hilly land, plain, red landforms, karst
terrain and subtropical and frigid zones. Also
it has a long-standing
history, brilliant cul-
ture and colorful
customs. In addition,
Sichuan is famous for
its numerous and won-
derful scenic spots.

The Yellow
River and Yangtze
River, the two mother
rivers of China, have
made this piece of
land more magnifi-
cent and beautiful.
The area in the west
of the basin is higher
than that in the east,
demonstrating three
geographical terraces:
In the west the
Hengduan Mountains
are covered by snow year round, the Qiling
Mountains in the north are the boundary line
of north and south China and the Wushan
Mountain in the east stands high on the bank
of the Yangtze River. To the south are the

Yunnan-Guizhou Plateau, seas of rocks and
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bamboos and mountain caves. In the basin, with
a nice climate, vegetables are green, rape flow-
ers are yellow and rice ears dance in the wind.

All these attribute to plenty sunlight and
abundant water resources in the area. Here
mountains and rivers are mysterious and, to-
gether with other natural things, constitute a
moving piece of music. Mount Emei is famous
for its beauty, Qingcheng for quietness,
Jianmen for its perilous peaks. Jiuzhaigou for
its wonderful scenery and Huanglong for its
fantastic scenery. Also there are seas of green
bamboo, the magnificent glaciers in the Conch
Gully, rare animals such as giant pandas,
Siguniang Mountain - the Oriental Alps Moun-
tain Range, and Yading - the last Shangri-La
in the country. Different seasons, or even in
the morning and evening, have different scenes.
They constitute the most wonderful landscape
in the country and the valuable natural heri-
tages of human.

The mysterious natural landscape has cul-
tivated the eternal Ba-Shu culture. Two king-
doms "Ba" and "Shu" were established here in
ancient times. During the Qin Dynasty Ba and
Shu prefectures were founded. In the Three
Kingdoms Dynasty, Liu Bei occupied it and
established the Shu-Han political power. Until
the Yuan Dynasty, Sichuan was formed. Here
Legendary Goddess props the fallen heaven
from the earth and Da Yu dredges the long
Yangtze River. The discovery of the 4,000~

year-old tomb shocked the world and the



i bronze unearthed illustrates the brilliant civili-
% zation along the two rivers. More than 2,000
n years ago, Li Bing and his son led the local

people and built Dujiang Dam, which has since

e turned land into fertile fields and the province
5 the "land of abundance." During the Eastern Han
N Dynasty Zhang Ling founded Taoism in Heming

Mountain. Taoist priest Hai Tong built the first
>

largest Buddha in the world. Many famous na-
e, tive poets in history wrote great poems and

painted wonderful pictures, including Li Bai, Su

~

‘ Dongbo. Sima Xiangru. Chen Zi'ang, Guo
i Moruo. Ba Jin and Zhang Dagian. Many mod-
B ern generals and leaders from Sichuan Province
& such as Zhu De and Chen Yi laid a sound foun-

dation for the founding of the People's Republic.
Especially Deng Xiaoping. the great man of the
century. proposed the reform and opening-up and
led the Chinese people to get rich.

With favorable geographic conditions,
Sichuan Province becomes a "rear area” of the
country and the local people are clever and
skilful. In history An Lushan and Shi Siming
rebelled, Huang Chao had an uprising and Tang
heir apparent took refuge here. During the War
of Resistance Against Japan, the Kuomintang
government moved its seat to Sichuan. Local
customs have been enriched after people from
other parts moved in. The people in Sichuan are
frank and straightforward as the northerners and

have delicate feelings as the southerners. They

attach great importance to practice. Many local

‘ o i gt
products such as sweet wines, delicious food. m‘(

12



well salt and bamboo woven articles, as well
as the "West China Silicon Valley" and the sat-
ellite base demonstrate the wisdom of the lo-
cal people in Sichuan Province. In the western
area of the province locate China's largest com-
pact community of the Yi minority people, the
second largest compact community of the Ti-
betan people and the only compact community
of the Qiang minority people. The Tibetan-style
blockhouse-like buildings, Qiang flute music

and prayer flags can be seen everywhere. On

the Zhuangshan Festival, local people sing nice

love songs and on the Torch Festival dance

joyously.

"The sun rises at the east with bright
glows. The river origins from hidden streams
and runs into ocean.” The fantastic landscape
of Sichuan and brilliant Ba and Shu cultures

are attractive. In the new century, let us join

together and walk into Sichuan, a paradise of

tourists, with a glorious longing for a bright

future.
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1. BRERET N
1. Jiuzhaigou, one of the UNESCO world natural
heritages.

2. RIHPUREHTL-— COYbIRI

2. Siguniang Mountain—the Oriental Alps Mountain
Range.

3. BRBIK IFRMAE

3. The Conch Gully Glacier Forest Park.

4. NEBNKE

4 Jiuzhaigou in autumn.
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5. Huanglong, one of the UNESCO world natural
heritages.

6. PORSIRL

6 Siguniang Mountain.
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Chengdu, also known as Jincheng or
Rongcheng, is the capital city of Sichuan Province.
It is famous for many sites of historical and cultural
interest and is a paradise of tourists. The Wangcong
Temple in Pixian County houses the tomb of King
Wang from ancient times. A legend says the king
becomes a cuckoo after his death and comes back in
spring. Li Bing and his son led local people and built
the ancient water conservancy project Dujiang Dam.
Today people still benefit from his ancient teachings,
"Guiding a matter along its course of development
and suiting measures to different local conditions."
Wen Weng. governor ot Shu from the Western Han
Dynasty. ran the first school of its kind in Chengdu.
Since then many talented people emerged during the
period of the states of Ba and Shu. In the Eastern
Han Dynasty Zhang Ling founded Taoism and since
then Heming and Qingcheng mountains have become
famous for their quietness. In his thatched house in
Chengdu. the famous Tang poet Du Fu wrote a poem
praising the flourishing cultural and amusement ac-

tivities in the city, "With songs form day to day
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Jincheng is loud: They waft with winds across the
strcam into the cloud.” He also said. "A timely rain
tells the coming of the beautiful season and flowers
can be found everywhere in Jinguan City." Today
Chengdu has taken great changes. It has cxcellent
transport facilities. Along the Funan River, which
has won the UN Habitat Award not long ago. stand
teahouses and restaurants in which pcople arc play-
ing mah-jong while drinking tea. The city is known
as the capital of leisure. If Li Bai were still alive. he
would write this way, "Jincheng is as comfortable as

your home."
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7. REWLIINSIS

7. Hejiang Pavilion on the bank of Jinjiang River,

Chengdu.

8. MEFRER

8 A spring scene of plain in Chengdu. P A
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9 Thatched Cottage of Du Fu. '
0. EBRBE

10 Statue of Zhuge Liang.

1. NEEER, NS5E8REE51AM.

11 Memorial Temple to Zhuge Liang and graveyard

X
of Liu Bei and Zhuge Liang in Chengdu.

I




i

%
1y

JI

12, HRIEE™ —EGTIE. 2000 FRIBHTARLT
FERIARDY 3¢

12 Dujiang Dam, one of the UNESCO world cultural
heritages, was built 2,000 years ago by Li Bing and his son.
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13 Temple built in memory of Li Bing and his son.
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