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Taiwan Contemporary Art Series ( Materials of Art)

Abstract

Terms such as Technology Art, Medium Art, and New Media usually do not specify on a particular branch of art. They

generally indicate the use of PC, optics application, electronics, and mechanics as the major elements to compose art.

We can trace the overlap of Modern Technology and Art back to the 19" century. The invention of photography
enables people to grasp and suspend the instant moment as well as status. Artists, accordingly, draw near the light and
their attention on elements like space, time, speed... etc. In the early 20" century, Futurism and Bauhaus commence their
experiment on speed, time, mechanics... and so forth aspects. In the mid- 20" century, the development of technology
brings a rather convenient life while TV, camera, videocassette recorder and computer gradually enter our daily house-
hold. These facilities endue contemporary artists with an alternative channel to present new concepts. Meanwhile, Art
struggles to alienate itself from the traditional criteria due to integrating with the new media forms. In recent years, the
cross-field cooperation mode combining artists, scientists, engineers and technicians turns to be a dominant trend. With
the joint-effort made by professional talents from various fields, art performance, therefore, can emerge into the diversity of

presence.

Regarding Taiwan artists' attempt to render light, electricity, videotape, PC as the media in making art, we could
name it a tendency gradually formed couple of years ago. In search of the cause, we should take account of the stable
Taiwan political and economical environment as the objective factor in achieving the diversity of art. Other factors are
stated as follows: the establishment of museums and art galleries initiates the chance of infroducing foreign digital art as
well as meeting creators' demand of exhibiting their art pieces. Relevant departments in many educational research units
are also founded to promote new-media formed art. These departments constitute the cradle of cultivating talented new
blood. Besides, art journals in foreign/domestic market, electronic media and Internet provide a simultaneous access to
international information and trend. Nowadays, many art foundations, art centers and digital art awards (established by
Taiwanese enterprises and technology companies) boom to grant artists with necessary subsidies and technical resources.

By doing so, the cross-field mode of integrating science and art can be attained as a result.

In order to realize the evolution of Taiwan's digital art, we intend to infroduce artworks of 10 contemporary Taiwanese
artists. Through their art achievement, readers are acknowledged with the fact how artists apply technology within aspects
of the most interest. Via the electronic sound/image and mechanical force, these local artists present a comprehensive
phenomenon of Taiwanese society under the profound influence of technology development. The sensual experience

and humane insight in a highly developed modern world can, therefore, be further explored.

The history of digital art in Taiwan is relatively short, yet its bright future foreseeable. Provided the background and
devotion to advanced technology industry, materials and techniques required in the category of digital art remain suffi-
cient. Even the cross-field integration can manifest a substantial mode. Nevertheless, the urge to reach the balance
between ideology of rational science and sensible art becomes the most controversial issue for the artists. Referring to the
institutes of education and art, we need to set a holistic guideline in cultivating the technology/art talents and supplying
objective/subjective environment. These belong to a basic interface of Taiwan technology enhancement. Only when the

logistic resources never exhaust, can a mature digital art performance be incubated.
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