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Generalfy speaking . the goal of foreign fan-

puege teaching is fo help the learver master the

target fanguage i the shortest possible time . By

mcster ing the target language , we nrean that the

fowrner Iv able b have successfal commiunications

with others i the target funguage . In order to

veach the poal o foreign language teachers as well

as applied Dnguists try very hard to find out the

most efficient und effective ways in foreign lan-
guage teachmng . The prerpose af this book is tnin-

trevdiece the reader (o dif ferent foreign {anguage

tecrchring approaches and methods being practiced
o the wold oty enabling the reader to use the

Hirwd approfirigle tou s tn fes eonr teaching accord-

fg tor the actual civcunstances . To hel p the reader
te hed e w better understanding of those approaches

and methods . we think that it is necessary to set

“Horreign funguage teaching methodology
(FLTMY, relecant theories . and the historv of

foreipn lunguage feachiig .

| Chapter One General |

| wp a commion ground hy discussing the nature of
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The Nature of FLTM j 1 /l -7 j

FLTM s a science which studies the processes and patterns of foreign
language teaching, aiming at revealing the nature and laws of foreign lan-
guage teaching. That is to say, it examines the practices and procedures
in foreign language teaching: studies approaches, methods and tech-
nigues; and also studies principles and beliefs that underlie them. Foreign
language teaching involves a lot of disciplines such as linguistics, psycho-
logy, psveholinguistics, and sociclinguiztics. Only when we have a sound
knowledge of these disciplines., can we make a study of FLTM. Suppose
that we are going to teach a foreign language to a group of pupils or to
our aown children, then the first question we have to answer is “What
should we tg{:h?" Obviously, we cannot teach the whole of the language
in one hour or one session. We have 1o divide the task into smaller ones
that can be dealt with in a few minutes or in a few hours. But how to di-
vide the language into small manageable units largely depends on our un-
derstanding and knowledge of the language. That is w say, our views of
language will directly or indirectly determine the content of our teaching.
For example, if we think that a language is a set of sound symbols that
are combined in different ways according to specific rules to carry mean-
ing. we may start our teaching by dealing with those sound symbols one

s
hy one and then go on to teach the bmbinations of these sound symbols.
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However, tf we think that a language consists of a vocabulary and a
HrATNMIALD ,, Wi rllﬂ}' (.‘h()()hf." 10 1.(.';[(.‘[‘[ W(erf“ ﬂﬂd [h(_‘ I‘ull’:s [Ur thC Conlbinﬂ—
tion of words 1o form sentepces. Since linguistics is the scientific study of
langrunge and willprovide theorics and means for the division of the Jan-
Toage -n-zwhin;.{ task into smaller units, we will devote one section to the
-@,l_mduvliun ol the main hnguistic theories that provide the theoretical
l);t;i;;, {er a-nuniber of foreign language teaching methods.

Onge we have degjeed the content of tegching, the next question we have
10 answer i “How should wg teach?” Usually our understanding of
tearning. especially our understanding of language learning will directly
or indirectly influence our choice of a particutar method in our teaching.
I we regard language learning as a process of imitation, then we will
provide our learners with a lot of models and ask them to imitate the giv-
en models. I we think that language is learned best in social interac-
tions. we will ereate appropriate situations for our learners to use the lan-
gnage, That is why we will use one section to introduce some important
thearies of prsychology and the most common theories of second language
ACYUISITION .

In short, FLTM is an inter-disciplinary science and it makes uses of theo-
ries of different subjects. Therefore, to study this course requires us to
have sunte knowledge of those theories and to understand the relations be-

tween this discipline and other related ones.

Theories of Linguistics

The study of language has a very long history. Although we are not sure
when people began to show interest in the languages they were using, we
are quite certain that, according 1o the records available, language study
i at least more than 2500 years old. During the long history of linguistic

sty a lot of theories and schools of thought emerged. Pecanse of the
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limited space here, we will only introduce the theories of the foliowing

four schools.
Traditional linguistics

By traditional linguistics we mean the linguistic theory that comes direct-
ly from or is in line with the traditional study of language in ancient
Greece. [t has a tradition of more than 2000 years. In the [ifth century
B. (. the ancient Greeks began to make a serious study of language in
the realm of philosophy. There were two famous controversies at that
time. One was between the naturalists and the conventionalists on the re-
lations hetween form and meaning. The naturalists argued that the forms
of words reflected directly the nature of objects. They use onomatopoeia
and sound symbolism as their evidence to justify their point of view. On
the contrary, the conventionalists thought that language was conventional
and there was no logic connection between form and meaning of words.
The other was between the analogists and the anomalists on the regulari-
ties of language. The analogists claimed that language in general was
regular and there were rules for people to follow. The anomalists main-
tained thar language was basically irregular and that was why there were
so many exceptions and irregularities n the Greek language. Although
the two sides of the two controversies could not convince each other,
their debate roused people’s interest in language and led them 1o the de-
tailed study of Greek. The direct result of this was that in the first centu-
ry B. C. there came out a book of Greek grammar written by Dianysius
Thrax. In this book he summarized views and achievements of his prede-
cessors and classified all the words of the Greek language into eight parts
of speech. About three hundred years later, a Greek scholar called Apol-
lontus Eyscolus made an extensive study of the syntax of (ireek. He
worked on the basis of Thrax’s book and built his syntactic description

on the relations between the noun and the verb. From then on, the mo-
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del of language desenption set up by Thrax and Dyscolus was followed by
different seholas at differem times in their analyses of languages.

Traditional study of language was, 10 a large extent, practical in nature,
People raade s study of language in order to understand the classic works
of sneient times aud in order 10 be able 1o teach students, enabling them
(o nnderstand and apprecate those classic works. These practicat purpo-
wwes together with other factors such as the availability of written records
made traditional linguists believe that the written form of language was
superior 1a the spoken form which was regarded as the corrupted form of
fangeage . =oin their study of language, 1they gave priority 10 the written
foem and ook words as their starting point. When discussing the rules of
language, they usnally 100k o preseriptive approach . because they wanted

b~ 0 np prineiples and standards for people 10 use language correctly,
American structuralism

Amerean stracturalesm started at the beguming of (he 20th century and
was vory popalar and fluennal in the 1930s and 19405 throughout the
world, The 1wo foreromners of it were Franz Boas and Edward Sapir.
Bowen . aw e amhropologist . worked i the field for abour 20 years at the
e of he ecentury, recording the native Janguages and culture# of
Anwertian Juduns whicrh were dving out very quickly. Since all of the
Amertcan Indians” langnages had no wrivien forms, he had to make in-
vestigalims into those languages hefore recording them. In his investiga-
fions, he found that the traditional grammatical model could not be used
to analyse the structores of those languages. Therefore, he had to de-
seribt then as they were osed. Sagnr began 1o do the fieldwork in 1904
and recorded o dogen and a hall American Indians’ languages. He found
that SJthough those fanguages had no written forms and were regarded as
pritittive, they were virtually very svstematic and were very efficient in

CORIITICH Lo \&'Hh]ll 1}1{‘1!’ l'umrmmilies,
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Leonard Bloomfield, a linguist in America, is regarded as the father of
American structuralism. Tle accepted the theories and principles of be-
haviourismi which was a dominant approach in psychology in that coun-
try. He agreed with the views of the psychologist John B. Watson that
only things thar could be ohserved publicly and cobjectively could be
studied scientifically. So he held the position that if linguisties was going
12 be a science, 1t should only admit data that could be chjectively veri-
fied. His adherence to the objectivity was also reflected in his approach o
the study of language. He maintained that linguists should describe in-
stead of prescribe what people actually say and should take an inductive
approach in analysing data. He characterized language and language ac-
yuisition in terms of behaviourist terminology. For hiny, a language was a
habit of verbal behaviour which consisted of a series of stimuli and re-
sponses. He argued that to acquire a language was to form a habit of ver-
hal behaviour and learning a second language was learning a new habit.
Based on the anthropologisis® fieldwork and his own research, he con-
cluded thay the proper object of linguistics was speech and he thaought that
speech was pnimary and wrinng was secondary because for him writing
was a later development to represent speech. He stated, in agreement
with Sapir’s view, rhat each language had a unique system of 11s own and
i1 was wrong to fil it into the established grammatical patterns of Greek.
In 1933, he published the book Language which is a comprehensive
statement of his ideas and principles of the lingwistic science. Soon after
its publication, the book became the bible of linguistics and remained un-
surpassed as an introductien to linguistics after more than 3 decades.
During the vears of World War [ ,a lot of American structuralists joined
in the training of military personnel and they summarized the ideas and
principles of structuralism and applied them systematically to the teaching
of foreign languages. Their methods were so successful that they set a

new approach to foreign language teaching on its cotirse.
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Transformational generative linguistics

The year 1957 saw the publication of Noam Chomsky’s book Syntactic
Structures , which started a revolution in the linguistic world and ushered
in a new school-the transformational generative linguistics. Although
Chonisky was (rained i the structuralist iradition, he was not satisfied
with the theory ol structuralism, which was inadequate in explamning
snme commeon linguistic facts and phenomena. For example, it would be
very dilficult for the structuralists to explain why children acquire their
first language in a few years, and why the same structure can be used tc
express different meanings and diflerent structures can be used to express
the same meaning.

Chomsky assumes that children are born with a language acquisition de-
vice (LAY, This LLAD is made up of a set of general principles called
universal grammar. These general principles can be applied to all the lan-
guages in the world. Onee the child is bora, the particular language en-
vironment will trigger the LAD. Chomsky assumes that the child will
make hypotheses on the basis of the general principles, then he will test
the hypotheses against the actual language data, then he will modify the
hypotheses accordingly, test them again against the data. This hypothe-
sistesting  procedure will repeat again and again until the hypotheses
agree with the actual grammar of the language. Children’s language ac-
quisition process completes when the universal grammar is successfully
transformed into the grammar of a particular language. Only in this way,
is it possible to offer explanations for the facts that all children acquire
their first language at roughly the same speed, that they will make mis-
takes that never occur in the adult language, and that they can under-
stand or produce sentences they have never heard before.

Chomsky has also made the distinetion between linguistic competence and

hinguistic performance. Linguistic competence refers to the internalized
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knowledge of the language that a native speaker of that language
possesses. [t includes the ability to understand and produce an infinite
number of sentences, to detect ambiguity contained in sentences, to tell
whether a sentence is grammatical or nor, to understand the internal
structure of sentences, and to detect paraphrases. Linguistic performance
refers to (he actual utterances produced by the native speakers. The na-
tive speaker may make mistakes or errors in his performance, but this
does not mean that he has not got the ability to produce grammatical sen-
tences. Similarly, when a man runs along a street, he may stumble if he
is in a hurry, excited or exhausted, but this does not mean that he has
not got the ability to run.

Chomsky opposes the structuralist position of taking classification and de-
seription of linguistic performance as the goal of linguistics and attacks
the inductive approach the structuralists used in their research. According
to Chomsky, the daia they collected in the field is bound to be very
limited because it is virtually impossible to eollect all the sentences of a
language, including those that have been produced and those thatr will be
produced in the future. Comparatively speaking, what they can collect is
just like a drop of water in 1the vasi sea. So they are sure to have prob-
lerns when they use the rules from their analysis of the limited data to ac-
count for all the sentence structures of a language. Chomsky holds the
position that linguists should study 1he linguistic competence, not the
performance, of the native speaker and try to set up a system of rules that
will generate an infinite number of grammatical sentences of the language
and none of ungrammatical ones, will demonstrate and explain the
various kinds of relations including ambiguity among sentences, and will
he able to characterize the creative property of language. In order to
reach this goal, Chomsky argues, a deduetive, hypothesis-testing ap-
proach should be taken. That is to say, linguists should form a hypothet-

ical grammar according to their observation of a given language, test the



