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Lesson Thirty~one

HAMLET

A Tale from Shakespeare

(1)

Hamlet, the young prince of Denmark, was once
the happiest young man in the country, but a _greaf
trouble came into his life, His father died suddenly
in a mysterious way, so that Hamlet became. very.
sad and upset, Hamlet was told that the old King
had died from the bite of a snake when he was
asleep one afternoon in the garden,Soon after his death, |
Claudius, brother of the dead King and uncle of Hémlét,
married the Queen and now was the King, 7

Hamlet did not love his uncle and it troubled him
to think that his mother had married such a man, He
slowly began to wonder whether Claudius had caused
his father to be killed in order that he himself might
become king, and whether his mother had known all
about it— and this last thought drove him nearly
mad,



‘The new King and Queen noticed that the prince
was dull and unhappy, They did not realize he sus-
pected them of a terrible crime, so they tried hard
to cheer him up, But althoiugh they advised him to
dress and behave more cheerfully, he would not do
so., At last they decided it was the result of his be-
ing in love,

‘ At this time a stfange story was told to Hamlet,
For three nights the guards of soldiers in front of
the castle had seen a ghost, Hamlet's best f{riend,
Horatio, had also seen it and brought the news to
the prince, The ghost had appeared in the middle of
the night It was dressed just like the old dead King,
and its face was just like his face, It wore a sad
look, and when the guard had spoken to it, it had
not answered, though once it seemed about to speak
when the sun rose and it disappeared, Hamlet ques-
tioned the soldiers,and from their answer he felt sure
that the story was true, so he determined to sit up
next night and watch for the ghost,

On' the next night, Hamlet, Horatio, and one of
the soldiers met at midnight in front of the castle,
As they stood listening, Horatio suddenly touched
Hamlet on the shoulder,

“Look, my lord,”he whispered,“Look,it comes,”
The ghost had come again,
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When Hamlet saw how like the dead King the
ghost was, he asked him, “What does your coming
mean, you,who are so like my father? Are you real-
ly he, or another? What do you want me to do?”

In answer the spirit made a sign for Hamlet to
go aside with it, away from his two companions, He
followed the spirit, which was truly his father's ghost,
which quickly told him that he had indeed been
murdered by Claudius, The spirit then commanded
Hamlet to revenge this terrible murder, So, telling
Hamlet not to forget its command, the old King's
spirit disappeared, , : .

Returing to his friends, Hamlet made ‘them pro—
mise to say nothing of what had happened that night;
to Horatio he spoke of his talk with the ghost, He
made up his mind to do a strange thing; he would
in future behave like a madman for in that way he
thought his uncle would be most unlikely to ‘suspect
him, )

Hamlet's talk and behaviour, therefore, became
stranger than ever, especially when he was with the
King and Queen, Weeks had passed since his father's
death, and yet the Prince did not seem to get any
better, but rather worse,and his uncle and the Queen
could not -understand what was the matter,

Among those-at court was an old man famous for
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his experience and wisdom, named Polonius, Polonius
had a beautiful daughter,named Ophelia, whom Ham-
let had liked very much at one time, Polonius had
always hoped that Ophelia would marry Hamlet one
day and become a princess, but he was not certain
whether Hamlet truly loved Ophelia,Being very clev-
er, he told Ophelia thut if she sometimes appeared
unfriendly to Hamlet, he would love her more,

Ophelia did as he advised, The result seemed to
be just what Polonius had wanted, For soon after—
wards his daughter came to him,telling him that Ham-
let had been to see her, badly dressed, and with a
look of sorrow on his face, Polonius at once thought
Hamlet was unhappy because Ophelia did not love
him, and he felt sure that this was the cause of all
Hamlet's madaess,

Hamlet was always thinking of the command of
his father's ghost to revenge his cruel murder,and he
continued to wonder how he could plan the revenge,
One day he wrote a wild love-letter to Qphelia, She
showed it to her father, who read it to the King and
Queen, and then they agreed that the reason for the
Prince's madness had been found,

Poor Hamlet could not decide whether the ghost's
story was really true, He made up his mind to find
out the truth———whether the King and Queen had really
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planned the murder, and he soon thought of a way
to do this, For it happened that a party of wandering
actors came to the castle and wanted to perform one
of their plays before the Court,Hamlet had seen them
before and remembered that one of their plays told
of the terrible murder of a duke and of the sorrow of
his duchess, He asked one of the players if he knew
a play calledThe Murder of Gonzago” in which a
duke named Gonzago was poisoned in his garden by a
near relation who afterwards married his widow,The
actor said they knew it and would act it if Hamlet
wished, “Tomorrow night, ”said Hamlet, “you shall
play it before the King and Queen,but I wish to put
in a few lines of my own to improve it, * .

So Hamlet made some changes in the play,in or-
der that it might be as like the real murder of his
father as possible, He therefore invited King Claudius
and the Queen to come and see the play the next eve~
ning, And he went to his friend Horatio, told him
what had been arranged, and asked him to watch the

King and Queen closely,

About the author
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