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SRR 50 4N f i
50 Things That Really Do Matter

In my opinion, these things matter. ..

EREBEX, SEHEZFTE

1 Listening enough to care and caring enough to listen.
FRMW. BHHERRXBH—FH=,

2 Being a dreamer but not living in a dream world.

HIREBE, BREABTLE,

Saying "It doesn't matter" and meaning it.

A RXER HEHEEATREX.

4 Being a positive influence in any way possible, to as many as

w

possible, for as long as I possibly can.

SELEEELE 2303 AN

5 Balancing justice with mercy and fairness with commonsense.
MUCEIFAE X ST 8 AE,

6 Being patient and patiently enduring.
REBAFR. XTFHE.

7/ Earning credibility instead of demanding compliance.

BOMBIANBEETNEESHBM,



g Valuing the wisdom of discernment, the danger of pleasure without
restraint, and the joy of victory with integrity.
EURKEARN FERHABRE, EHETMmL, UFRM
MO EE N FINER.

9 Being worthy of trust and trusting what's worthwhile.
R EENNEHER—VERERNEY.

10 Enjoying all things small and beautiful.
ETREMBIAENRE.

11 Words that heal.
MEBERBMA.

12 Words that help.
UEERHA.

13 And words that encourage.
UEEZMAEA.

14 Forgiving myself for what I've done and others for what they

haven't.
RRECZERN. REMEAZFMZA.
15 Gaining what I desire without losing what I should gain.
MAKRERBZYARRRABRBZY.
16 Maintaining the passion of purpose while avoiding the pit
falls of making hasty decisions with little or no discernment.
XEHR, ABEME. TEERE. AERIRE.
17 Watching "You've Got Mail" one more time.
et ER 2 UWERG .
13 Enjoying life for all it holds instead of holding out for all it

has yet to become.

EFAEMELTH—U, MABEEN—MRB’HICH.
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Giving praise without demands and encouragement with‘dﬂ g

expectations.

BEMATMEKR, HAEfth AT ELETE.
Hugs.

MEBLTE,

Healing wounds.

R,
And helping people realize their dreams.

BHYMBALIERAR,

Knowing when I can, can't and shouldn't.

G AR REE . HARIERTREE. FARBEREIZ.
Laughter for the sake of laughter.

ERNEK,

; Leading while not forgetting how to follow.

FAANB, BRTIUAAR,

Honoring the honorable and avoiding the painful errors of the disgraceful.
REE BRRIEmMERMAL.,

Knowing the power of commitment, the rewards of self-discipline and
the meaning of faith in myself and others.
RERENTE. BRNLEKR. MEBEEENEX.

Smiles — lots of them.

E—NRE.

Learning as much as I can for as long as I can.

REPrEE. BRMIR.

Standing for what's right when everything's wrong, and saying "I'm

wrong" when something's not right.

YUY ABIRE, BRHRE, FBETRIABCHIEZHE.
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Letting the music play.
RERBABC.
Knowing I can and seeking help when I can't.

MECHEME. TEMN, BIRMAHDE,

Just doing nothing at just the right time.

BEYHEMET.

Filling my mind with all that is excellent, truthful, full of hope, and
worthy of thinking about again.

LRE. B B2 HMEMBERELR.
Kisses that say "I love you" more than "I need you."
FETEMTEYMGL, TESMEYt,
Treasuring ideas for their untapped potential.

B R REBEE,

Caring.

BHxXE.

Giving.

LR

And having fun.

¥2IHAM,

Refusing to believe lies about myself or others regardless of the

source —including what I hear from within.

BRAEACH AN TR —— OEEFRiS >,



41 Trusting enough to see good in people without blindly trusting in the

42

44
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goodness of all people.
FEEBHGEREANER. EHEFAMEKE.
Success without self-absorption.

BEMA. MARBMABCHFE.

3 Showing I know the difference between keeping the rules and listening

with understanding.
ERETFTRUNERERABRNOCERR ZERX .
Winning with dignity.
AAARERE .

Losing with grace.

AR K I
And learning from both.

M5 TR B 1 o BR BRI

7 Believing in all my possibilities — and yours too!

HBIEBCRTT. AADBBET!

Appreciating the wisdom of maturity and the beauty of

childhood.

REEENRAAZESHTFROARRZE.

Avoiding the bondage of bitterness, the deceit of wealth

without character, and the vanity of pride without gratefulness.

PP ERTRA, VIPBBELERENUVEFRRK. 2=,
Loving for all I'm worth because in the end it's worth it all.

BESEN RABRLCITUHEXRFENER.




B KEMBEEL

Ex /3
XEREHKEHA /7

KB B /13

EWER /17
R # T /19
WG BT /25

B &4l /29
AFHHREE /3
AFiEgEsE /37
HETO0OFHEFHE /43

|
I\
I

B BRI

Exmwmia /50

ey “FHRE" i /57
AEHE /6]

W Htl, /69
HEHF /7
BHEHEF /17

m



CONTENTS e

A Mother's Letter To The World /80
Bobby's Gift /82
Prayer For My Mother /87

PART 3 Silent Father-love

Words From A Father /90

No Matter What Happens,

I'll Always Be There For You! /97
The Father And The Son /101
The Son/106

The Pickle Jar /111

Silent Father-love/116

To Buy An Hour From Father /121
Father Forgets /124

A Box Full Of Kisses/129
Catch Of A Lifetime/131

PART 4 With One Glass Of Milk

With One Glass Of Milk /136

We Never Told Him He Couldn't Do 1t /139
A Grandfather's Touch /142

Mrs. Thompson's Fifth Grade Class /146

v



—frEFEHHRNE /8]
Wik ey ALy /83
Yo i i A% 5 3E /88

EELEHR /9
Tk REMTLFE,
KM ENWHT /97
KT /101

JF /107
EEWEEE /111
RERERXE /117
&S X — /N /121
EERILT /125
—&T oYy /129
—E kR /130

G IR G B GRS

— M RR /137
MR H AR /139
R S EHEE /143
FEHRRAHES /147

v




CONTENTS Y

Merope's Reward /152

Jeremy's Egg /158

The Wish Of Brother /164

The Doll And A White Rose /167
Momma Says It's For You /172
Dancing With Nonny /179

A Brother's Miracle /184

PART 5 The Chain Qf Love

Angels Don't Have Wings /190
Sounds Of Home /200

The Story Of Big Rocks /205
A Room With A View /209

The Chain Of Love /212

Boy And Tree /218

The Small White Envelope /222
Look In Your Heart /226

Love Is Just A Thread /228
Keep Walking In Sunshine /231
Puppies For Sale /235



B HH Ry /153
AE XM GE /159
FEHOE /165
FEdEmE BRHE /167
WA X R I /173
ER R uES  IVANE

FA BN /185

Bk RZH

KAEH AW /191
4 & /201
KHBHRMHKE /205
/NG EE /209
FzHE /213
B#HFuR /219
—ANEHB®E /223
N RFEAL /227
Fin st & /229
EEHELE /231
BRfu R /235




A& B,

ZRMHL? XRFAAN
ODE—AKER RS, &, &
KIEF . E— HHERE,
ChHEHRE, EHREMN
HM R I E B (REEH
X ERE TR ZAIVE? A
ZohmFEHMBEESL, B
Ik REM e ARERE? £
WIEHZBHIRA ZH, HEE
RMNAREHELEDENE
WA A SRR R b, HIREE
%, RuEAHFRART IR
— N, WA ? RER
HE? A1 T2 5 an gk R AT
A, AfE% S EH BN
R XR—-RELER, £
ME SLH B ZHK




T hey were going to Fort Lauderdale ——three boys and three
girls— and when they boarded the bus, they were carrying sand-
wiches and wine in paper bags, dreaming of golden beaches and sea tides as
the gray cold of New York vanished behind them.

As the bus passed through New Jersey, they began to notice Vingo. He
sat in front of them, dressed in a plain, ill-fitting suit, never moving, his dusty
face masking his age. He chewed the inside of his lip a lot, frozen into some
personal cocoon * of silence.

Deep into the night, outside Washington, the bus pulled into a Howard
Johnson's, and everybody got off except Vingo. He sat rooted in his seat, and
the young people began to wonder about him, trying to imagine his life:
perhaps he was a sea captain, a runaway form his wife, an old soldier going
home. When they went back to the bus, one of the girls sat beside him and
introduced herself.

"We're going to Florida," she said brightly, "1 hear it's beautiful."

"It is." he said quietly, as if remembering something he had tried to
forget.

"Want some wine?" she said. He smiled and took a swig. He thanked her
and retreated again into his silence. After a while, she went back to the others,

and Vingo nodded in sleep.



In the morning, they awoke outside another Howard Johnson's, and this
time Vingo went in. The girl insisted that he join them. He seemed very shy, ;
and ordered black coffee and smoked nervously as the young people chat-

tered about sleeping on beaches. When they returned to the bus, the girl sat
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with Vingo again, and after a while, slowly and painfully, he told his story. He
had been in jail in New York for the past four years, and now he was going
home.

"Are you married?"

"I don't know."

"You don't know?" she said.

"Well, when I was in the can [ wrote to my wife," he said,"I told her that I
was going to be away a long time, and that if she couldn't stand it, if the kids
kept askin' questions, if it hurt too much, well, she could just forget me. I'd
understand. Get a new guy, I said — she's a wonderful woman, really
something — and forget about me. I told her she didn't have to write me or
nothing. And she didn't. Not for three and a half years."

"And you're going home now, not knowing?"

"Yeah," he said shyly, "Well, last week, when I was sure the parole® was
coming through, I wrote her again. We used to live in Brunswick, just before
Jacksonville, and there's a big oak tree just as you come into town. I told her
that if she'd take me back, she should put a yellow handkerchief on the tree, and
I'd get off and come home. If she didn't want me, forget it— no handkerchief
and I'd go on through."

"Wow," the girl said, "Wow."

She told the others, and séon all of them were in it, caught up in the
approach of Brunswick, looking at the picture Vingo showed them of his wife
and three children— the woman handsome in a plain way, the children still
unformed in the cracked, much-handled snapshots ®.

Now they were 20 miles from Brunswick, and the young people took
over window seats on the right side, waiting for the approach of the great oak
tree. The bus acquired a dark, hushed mood, full of the silence of absence and
lost years. Vingo stopped looking, tightening his face into the ex-con's mask,

as if fortifying himself against still another disappointment.
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