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Abstracts

From late Qing Dynasty to the present, the study of Chinese charctr
has reached the modem stage. Chinese graphetics began to step on its
own path and had made big a chievements. The Chinese modem
graphetics conceming the research on the invention of the Chinese
characters still has difficulty in overcoming the inherent defects originating
from " Six Chinese Character formutions (75 45)”. Also the Chinese
modem graphetics claims that the ”form” of a Chinese character itself
cannot exprese a concept directly, that the general general tendency of
the Chinese character drevelopment is towards simplification, towards
phonography, etc. All these are the prejudice brought about by the
influence of the Europocentrism.

Chinese character is one of the key elements of the Chinese general
cultural system. Chinese character features in movpheme language. It
relates the character form and movpheme meaning directly or indirecly.
When we write, we use form to express meaning; when we read, we
realize meaning through formo, It agrees culturally with the traditional
way of imagery thinking and pursuit of artistic conception in aesthetics and
literature. If we review the development of Chinese character as a writing
unit, we can see it has undergong both simplification and complication,
both pgonography and logogram. This phenomenon is the actual
embodiment of " Doctrine of Means”, the basic feature of the Chinese
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culture, The structure of Chinese character is like a mirror, sharply
reflecting such cultural elements like material life, social system,
spiritual life, psychology and history of the Chinese nationality. It is the
living fossil of traditional culture.

With a history of thousands of years, the traditional Chinese
graphetics has rich contents and typical characteristics. It is concentrated
in meaning, the form is fustified by andying the meaning. It is
characterised by humanism. First, a form is explained with man’s direct
observation and understanding after the understanding of the meaning.
Second, some phenomena found in Chinese character are given full
consideration, For example. both human and non — human concepts are
expressed by the human ~ shaped character forms. Thind, its important
ideas are from the ancients comprehension and association on the basis of
direct observation of the Chinese character forms. When investigating the
forms and meaning of characters and strdying theoretical questions like the
function, the origin and the development of Chinese characters, the
traditional graphetics usually tums to the Chinese national cultural
history, instead of purely analyzing characters themselves. Even with the
order arrangement of the characters to be explained, the research will be
based on a specific cultural ideological concept, The purpose of the
traditional graphetics is neither to establish an academic discipline, nor
only to solve a particular character problem, but to srudy the main part of
the ancient culture +-+-:- classics by way of analyzing and sorting out
specific characters. The traditional graphetics even studies the whole
ancient culture and the social and naturac environment in which the
ancients live.

Chinese charater is a unique cultrual phenomenon and a cultural
approach can be adopted in its research. The first one is culture
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systemetic. The second one is cultural socialogical. The third one is
culture environmental. The fourth one is cutfural spacctime method. The
fifth one is culture humanistic. The sixth one is culture comparative.
The seventh one is culture — mirror image.

Several tasks are suggested to be fulfilled to build up Chinese
graphetics in the new century. First, the review of the traditional and
modern graphetics. Second, the use of the theory and methods of foreign
graphetics for reference. Third, the introduction of the theories and
methods of culturology. Fourth, the reorganization and reconsturction of
theoretical system of Chinese graphetics.
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