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General Preface

Senior Engineer Peng Jitai is a well-known expert on forestry, protection
biology and landscape ecology, working in Ganzi Prefecture for almost forty
years. A Series of Books on Identification and Conservation of Wild
Vertebrates in Ganzi Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture of Sichuan
Province complied by him and other famed experts are now about to be
published. This set of three guides treats of 652 species of mammals, birds,
amphibians, reptiles and fishes found in Ganzi Prefecture, describing their
biologic and ecological features, behaviour traits and threatened status, and
making a scientific and detailed discussion on their conservation and rational
application. And the guides are also very good in pictures and Chinese and
English texts and have both scholarly and practicability, thus being a set of
directive reference books for the conservation of wildlife, the development of
nature reserves, and scientific research and education work in Ganzi
Prefecture.

Because of its specific geographical position and various kinds of climate
and landforms and varied types of forest and vegetation, Ganzi Prefecture has
become a biodiversity treasurehouse. In addition, Tibetan people has a
tradition of protecting living species, therefore fostering plenty of species of
wildlife resources in Ganzi Prefecture. At present, groups of, even up to a
hundred, wild animals peciliar to the plateau such as Thorold's deers, blue
sheep, white eared pheasants and so on can still be seen in the open country in
our Prefecture. And therefore, the conservation of wildlife in Ganzi Prefecture
is to make a contribution to mankind, and at the same time also provides
resources for scientific research on wildlife and tourism in Ganzi Prefecture.

The program of wildlife conservation and the nature reserve
establishment is one of Six State Priority Forestry Programs approved by the
State Council. The guides supply us with basic research data for making a
success of this program. Moreover, the guides collect research achievements
gained by a great number of specialists for more than 100 years in Ganzi
Prefecture, and hence provide important scientific literature for the protection
of ecological environment and the harmonious and sustainable development of
economy and society in our Prefecture. For this reason, I would like to express
my heartfelt thanks to experts participating in the compilation of this set of
guides and SichuanPublishing House of Science and Technology.

Yao Sidan
Governor of Ganzi Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture
of Sichuan Province
4th May, 2005



]
w ¢
»

“——
v

FAEGHWAALZ T ARME, TXERGETEZARNST. KRIPHF
Fhamst Fohir ORESPH, ARAREH, FEARGSHMA. L&,
A, RAEIRIAFRSBARZIEMAELAEESE L.

HHmEGENETONABHETAZRAOEAGE, LFRGFAGT
N @R HRAT R, BB LKRAT 2B, LA oL, §
B, LB, Bks, RBALSHAHRALARERK, BATEZRF
T ASWE R, MR A2, BB BRI E2%, £
AR E30R, EABBEBENKNAII%; RITEIMN, b ERRTEMK
#36%, HAEXARAZ W E RN G148, 5 FH T H M ag 45 H A58, TR
HREMEECTHHEIN L ERBRITETHERLE.

19885 A BRAH T ( PRAREFEE LGP E) , 1990F
TR EAKT (g (PRAREREAFLHIHRY &) £3hb
kY, AEAwN EHF AP I EHRNHETIALGREED . A T XL
KRN HROBY, ERHRNFLIYRPETRLIFAGEE, KE4H
BET (W EHHEAEaEMNiiTE. mimE. EEXFHRINEFF
MYy, XA -FBLHRGLLE, ) KiEZEFFRIAES, BLEY
HAMYERLELFAR, PTERuaMNdHHT L, XL BETEL, AN
ol A AKIE, TH, WEXE, S, THITLHHRY TR,
B, Ak, HEFIHEARRNEAE, AEAHEGSE HR, TRFHK
MEYF A TR R THRIAH AL FH KT

ABIBURAALARPAEF R NAFRLRF LS HRY L4, #
FEY, RFRF, BhzE, DRAEHOCHEBRILES T, HEAK
KA, MAAERTR! HEL LEEWNENFHET THEF, REHBR
T, BREVRAREAFLGIURPFLE S, 4AKR, ARLHEX
AR, RAZA!

ﬂ*¢§§i%%& » A%
W ) F+ 5 R & HFRTIHARR 4
200558 A F AR 7:;\ %



L:t P BORER M IRRATE | BING . fa XSERSMR SR T4

Preface

Wildlife is a precious natural wealth of mankind and also is an important
component of nature. The appropriate conservation of wildlife is of great
significance to developing national economy, enriching people's material and
cultural life and promoting international exchanges and friendships.

Lying on the southeast edge of the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau in western
Sichuan, Ganzi Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture is a transitional zone of the
Qinghai-Tibet Plateau towards the Sichuan Basin and the Yunnan-Guizou
Platcau. Within its boundaries extend the Hengduan Mountains from north to
south. Its topographical types include mountainous areas, plateaus, alpine
plains, high mountainous and deep valleys. Owing to its complex and varied
terrains and special ecological geographical environment, Ganzi Prefecture is
blessed with plenty of wildlife resources. There are 652 species of vertebrates
found within its boundaries, accounting for 52% of the total vertebrate species
in Sichuan. Among these vertebrates there are 30 species of amphibians,
accounting for 31% of the total amphibians in Sichuan, and there are 31
species of reptiles, accounting for 36% of the total reptiles in Sichuan. There
are 14 species whose model specimen production areas are in Ganzi Prefecture
and there are 5 endemic species dispersed in Ganzi Prefecture. Thus it can be
seen that amphibian and reptile animals in Ganzi Prefecture occupy an
important position in amphibians and reptiles in Sichuan.

In November of the year 1988 the state issued Law of the People's
Republic of China on Wild Animal Protection. In January of the year 1990
Sichuan Province Government published Regulations for Implementation
of Law of the People's Republic of China on Wild Animal Protection in
Sichuan. In addition, the national and provincial departments responsible for
wildlife work laid down relevant supporting rules. In order to protect these
resources effectively and suit the needs of wildlife conservation and
management in Ganzi Prefecture, Mr. Peng Jitai et al. compiled A Guide to
Identifisation and Conservation of Wild Reptiles, Amphibians and
Fishes in Ganzi Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture of Sichuan Province.
This is a reference book which is outstanding in both pictures and texts. People
are able to find out, by making a comparison of wild animals in Ganzi
Prefecture with the pictures and descriptive texts in this guide, their Chinese,
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English and Latin names, and also know their features, habits, living
environments and producing areas, thus capable of offering a reference for
working personnel engaged in wildlife conservation, scientific research,
justice and education.

I feel certain that the publication of this guide can upgrade the wildlife
conservation and administration in Ganzi Prefecture to a higher level.

Mr. Peng Jitai, editor in chief, was engaged in the work of forestry and
wildlife conservation in Ganzi Prefecture for a long period of time, loving the
cause and doing his duty faithfully. And after his retirement, he has not
forgotten to summarize his experience in the guide, aiming to provide
reference for later comers. This kind of spirit is rare and commendable.

Mr. Gao Zhengfa devoted himself to teaching work in Sichuan Province
for many years, having a deep love for amphibians and reptiles. After retiring,
he still made an effort assiduously for the protection of wildlife, hence being
worthy of admiration.

At the time of the completion and publication of this guide, [ am very glad
to write this preface.

Zhao Ermi
Academician of Chinese Academy of Sciences
Research Fellow of Chengdu Institute of Biology
of Chinese Academy of Sciences
August 2005, in Chengdu
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Foreword

With a vast territory and a complex topography, Ganzi Tibetan
Autonomous Prefecture is an important component part of the western
ecotoype in Sichuan Province, and belongs to the Palaearctic realm and the
Midasian subrealm according to its geographic division. Because of its
distinctive geographic conditions, it boasts plenty of wildlife resources, and
also is an area producing model specimens of many species and a distribution
land of endemic species, thus always attracting domestic and foreign scholars’
attention.

For the purpose of implementing Law of the People's Republic of
China on Wild Animal Protection and meeting the needs of wildlife
protection work, we compiled A Guide to Identification and Conservation
of Wild Reptiles, Amphibians and Fishes in Ganzi Tibetan Autonomous
Prefecture of Sichuan Province, which is interspersed with very good
pictures and texts including some English translations, aiming to furnish a
reference book for working personnel in the departments and units concerned
in wildlife protection, management, scientific research, education, justice, etc.

Amphibians and reptiles can provide a very important information for the
control of insect and rat plagues, the guarantee of increasing production of
agriculture, forestry and animal husbandry, the maintenance of natural
ecological balance and the protection of biodiversity. As a result, the good
conservation of these species is of great significance to both the economic
development and scientific researches.

Investigations on reptiles, amphibians and fishes in Ganzi Prefecture
began at the end of the 19th century, and have lasted for more than 100 years up
to now. And yet before the thirties of the 20th century investigation work was
basically done by foreigners, and a few new animal species were designated.
From the thirties of the 20 th century, Chinese scholars such as Liu Chengzhao,
Zhang Mingjun and Guo Youwen successively went to each county of Ganzi
Prefecture for inspecting amphibians and reptiles. And in the year 1961, Liu
Chengzhao and Hu Shuqin edited Tailless Amphibians in China, in which
eight species of amphibians in Ganzi Prefecture are recorded. In the seventies
of 20th century Zhao Ermi and Wu Guanfu visited Ganzi Prefecture many times
for making an overall research on the caryogram and faunal classification of
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amphibians and reptiles, published four new species and wrote many academic
theses. In 2003, Zhao Ermi edited Colored Atlas of Sichuan Reptiles, in
which 26 species of reptiles in Ganzi Prefecture are recorded. It can be said that
this guide was completed on the basis of investigation achievements gained by
the above-mentioned experts.

In process of compiling this guide, we are indebted to Mr. Zhao Ermi,
Academician of Chinese Academy of Sciences, for his writing the preface,
reading through the data and supplying a part of reptile pictures. In addition,
Wu Guanfu examined amphibian data and provided some amphibian pictures.
And also Wu Jiawei paid a special trip to Batang County to collect Japalura
batangensis so that we got its descriptive data and picture, Sun Jiong gave
assistance to collecting Tylototriton taliangensis in Wanba Township of
Jiulong County, and Chen Yukang provided help to collecting amphibian and
reptile specimens in Danba County. For these help and support, we extend our
heartfelt thanks to them.

However, as the editors are limited in knowledge and data, mistakes or
omissions can hardly be avoided in this guide, we humbly request your advice.

Gao Zhengfa
August 2005
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