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The Cross
By Kuo Mu-io

“ ... When I was living in Shanghai T was
a burden' fo yon, I know, and when [ finally
departcd 1 Fad to cause you even more trouble.

“The weather was not bad whea we lefty but
Fhat afiernoon the sea was violent and we were
all very nncomfortable. The three children were
sick,® Little, Peace wo.st of all, but next day he
recovercd. 1t was saowing when we reached
Maga ahi, an? was slill stormy when ‘ate in the
afternoon w¢ (ane into  Fugun. We spent the
nighé there n Shih Chuan’s home. In the morning
we went to Yuhu's

“We had lived at Yubu's for only two days,
however, when we wanted to move. You know
that second utory of his is not safe. I is eold,
and the timbers are unsound. Moreove., with
¢hildren running in and out, and requiring to be
wat-hed, it s Inconvenient to be living upstairs.
I've therefore rented a house for tweniy dollars
a month, and it ig atéraclive, with a little garden
of orance-trees whete the children can play.

“Perhaps you rewembey it? From w.ere we
Tived bufore we eould just see Lhose trees. Don’t
vou recall 17 That's the place. At first 1 thought
of consultineg you by letter before taking it, as
ihe 1en a” i3 a little higher, bui I finally toox the
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decision by myself because for the children's sake
I thought we should move in as soon as possible.
I can afford the expense for the present.

“How are you living in Shanghai? 1 still feel
desolate, with a lonely sorrow for ever whirling
along in my mind. Outside it is still bitter, there
is a heavy, snowfall, and I am in a merbid mood'
We have been parted only half a month, yet it
seams to me already a vear.

" “The day before yesterday the sky cleared
for a while, and I took the children with me to
ghop in the market. We passed by the cinema
and they begged me to take them in. ¥ was a
task® to sit through it. Returning, we stopped to
have some nocodles,” and Sonny Fu then wanted
to be carried; he had eaten so much! I took him
on my back for nearly half the way. How heavy
he is becoming! I ached with a sore back that
hight and could not sleep.

“There are zo many things T want to write
to you, and yet now that T bave begun I can say
nothing, and this all ends without any significanece.
I capnot help being depressed. I am no longer
voung, many of the things I once valued most in
the world are gone, and those precious things I
held in my hands have somehow slipped through
them. I feel dreadfully uncertain about the future.
How brief life is! Is there anyihing left of it for
a woman after the age of thirty? What is your
opinion, father of my children?

“Bul my head is a confusion of Ioneliness
and fatigue! . . . I shall write to you later.”
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* * *

Mrs Ai-mao had been in Japan almost three
weeks, and nothing bad been heasd of her. Her
husband had written a letter asking for news,
and when none had co he had beep much
annoyed. Then he had begun to worry. Here was
a letter at last, He cavefully read every character
of it, his eyes taking it in eagerly, his nostrils
twrped out, his breath quickening,

It was written in pencil and was hardly
Irzible.,) From the nervousg scraw]l he undersfoed
that she must be troubled by the children, moving,
and adjusting® herself. The end of it was so
chzotie’ that he decided she must have written
during a sleepless night. When she was nof caring
for the childven evidently she was longing for
him., Well, it couldn't be heiped: they could not
continue to live with him if he were to make a
living, He reread her words, and at the end a
few tears mingled with those that his. wife had
shed on the Jetier as she had written it.

“Yes, truly, men are mortal*and {heir morta-
lity is short! Yetliving under such pressure aswa
do we are pot even allowed to enjoy these few years!
We are more to be pitied than cows and borses.
Even the dog has liberty to go where he chooses
and to sleep in peace, but we are denied {his!
We suffer deeply from suppressed griefs, and we
struggle vainly in a sea of troubles,

“Why do we live? Why do we r<erts our
brains at all? Isnt the whole process only
conducted for the henecfit of mouav-grabbers?
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Don't we do It only to Impose upon our descen-
dants exactly the same rile as we ourselves are
living in the present world? We are really
mmsufferable creatures! We are vegetables, we are
water,! we are even baser! Art? Literature?
Prestige’ and reputation? Finally, enterprise?
Are they not ‘all merely gold-plated trap-words,
delusions ™

“Y don’t want to sacrifice my character in
order to be an artist, I want to create out of
myself a man! In the end I may become abeggar,
I may die abroad, but at least T want fo be the
sweetheart of my wife, I wanf to be the beloved
father of my children, however many crosses I
may bear! I am yours, now and to.merrow,
permanently yours, miy chosen wifel How I long
for you! Should it prove impossible for us to live,
we can at least destroy our children, and end
everythimg by jumping together into the Poto!

“Sorrow no more! I shall veturn, I certainly
ghall refurn!

“Our magazine is publishing on a contract of
only one year, and its first issue must appear
within thirty or forty days® I am responsible for
its publication. When these first thirty or forty
days are over I shall return, certainly I shall
veturn, whether the magazine appears® or not!
Whsther we are destined to live or to die, this I
sﬂ@clde in that time, and nothing can stop
me ftom following you! Where you go I shall
follow you! Thyough fire, water, or suicide! Where
you make your home there my home will be also.”
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He remonstrated® to himself In this manner
for some time, weeping bitterly. Then his genses
gradually hecame more subjeet to dizcipline” He
moved back and forth in his small room. I was
early aftermoon, scarcely two o'clock, and the
sunlight billowed® in from a side window, The
warm rays seemed now encouraging, ROW cymical,
disillusioning. The walls were bare except for his
hookahg]vep and a portrait of Goethe on one side
and on the wall adjacent* to it a print of
Beethoven,

“How insipid® are your feelings! What a
habitually complaining person you are! How
selfupitying is your daily life!l And how narrow
and selfish are your thoughts! Such notions® as
you've had only prove the ease with which you
profane’ the artist that’s in vou! Yom are a
eriminal-gouled artist after all!”

Scolding himself in this way® he felt that his
gpirit was repressed between two partitions,”
threatening to burst asunder both of them. But
he ignored and mastered this eomflief within
himpelf apd walked thoughtfully back and forth
across the room. “My Beethoven! My Goethe!
Don’t stare at me! I no longer claim any kinship
with you. 1 promise meter to ‘put on your sheep’s
head to sell my dogs meat’.mno, never again! I
shall bid farewell to you, farewell for ever.” And
actually he looked at the two images before him
as if he were bidding them good-bye for all iime
as he mutteréd to himself.

Aimao had suffered deeply, and at last he
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decided to communicate' to his wife the degree
and nature of his sorrow after reading her letter,
Just when he put brush fo paper, however, he
heard a kneck at his d or,

“la it Ai-mao’s houser”

“Yes.”

“Isx Mr Aj-mao int”

»I am Ai-mao.”

‘Eh! Eh|”

The two guests bent deferentially® fo him, and
vet they seemed not gquite convinced.,” Ai-mao
invited them into his rooms; amd they relieved
themselves of their names. That delivery® was
really perfunctory,’ as Ai-mao had already identified
them from their features and their dialest.

They came from the city of A——, of the
far western province of Szechuan,

Two wecks emrlier Ai-mao had received a
telogram from the Red Cross Society of C  --
City, asking him to return there again and take
up his post as a doctor. The maossage stated that
the Red OCross was sending representatives Lo
bring him money, and begged him to accept thelr
offer. A few days later this long express letter
had come from his eldest brother in C-

I have written to you several times hut
thus far noletter has come in replv.: T wonder
if there is anv special reason for it, and if
so1 wish you would tell me, fully, what it is.

A letter has come to me from the Red
Cross of C —-, I enclose il, together with a
copy of their telegram; ané you will see what
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it is about. I want to tell you that it is very

difficult finding a job now. 1t is especially hard

to find a good permanent position. The Rod

Croas i3 01*ganized' on a hig scale here, move

80 than in other places, and it is more

dependable than any official cennexion.' T hope

you will not reject this opportunity.
You lmow your parents ave getting older.

They are expecting much of yon., I will

persondlly appreciate it very much if you can

come back as soon as possible, '

With affectivnate regards {o you, and remem-
brances to Hsiao Fu (Mrs Aimao) and the
children,

Sincerely,
W.
The letter enclosed read as folloys:

De#e brother W,

We have comg t6 a decision here fo invite
Ai-mao to join us. The salary offered ig nominally?
400 dp;llara a month, but actually, due to our
financial condition at present, there will be a
discount on thig of 20 per cent., which means he
will collect 320 dollars per month, When our
finances are in better shape we will pay him
accordingly.

We" are hoping that you will write to him
about this matter. I am afraid that Aimao will
have taken andther position in Shanghai by the
time this reaches him, so that I have already
telegraphed him our proposal. I shall be glad to
send representatives of ours to meet him, and
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