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nsolved mysteries
A S Z ik

or centuries, people have been puzzled' and fascinated?

by mysterious places, creatures® and events. Why do
ships and planes vanish* without trace® when they cross
the Bermuda Triangle®? What secrets does a black hole’
hold? Are some houses really haunted® by ghosts? Does
the Abominable Snowman actually exist? These mysteries
have baffled” scientists, who have spent years trying to find
the answers. But just how far can science go? Can it really
explain the seemingly unexplainable? Or are there some
mysteries which science simply cannot solve? Read on,
and make your own mind up....

This book tells you about the mystery of the Abominable
Snowman, or Yeti, using eyewitness accounts and
photographic' and scientific evidence. It looks at famous
hoaxes'' and the different theories about whether the Yeti
actually exists and what sort of creature it is.

- What is the Abominable
Snowman?

For centuries, people living in the snow-capped!?
Himalayan'> mountains of Nepal'* and China have told



Abominable Snowman, o
began to explore' these mo
the 19th century, more storic
emerge®. s

Eric Shipton, caused a huge sur”le;
tracks® in the snow, high up on the
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1. puzzle V.
2. fascinate V.
3. creature n.

7. black hole
8. haunt
O baft.'le
10. photographic

11. hoax

2. SnOW-cappe



Finding
evidence

Although concrete'
scientific evidence

for the Yeti has yet

to be discovered,

some scientists continue
to search hard and to
question what sort of
creature the Yeti could be.
If, after all, the Yeti exists
and turns out to be a type
of ape, it will mean they
have found a brand-new?
animal, so far unknown to
science. So, can science
solve this mystery?

i An artist's® impression* of what

W the Yeti might look like. So far, no
one has seen one closely enough to
know for certain.

1. concrete adj.

2. brand-new  adj.

3. artist o

3
4. impression 1.



eginnings of a mystery
BE 23 1) DAL

ong before Western mountaineers' began to explore
Lthe Himalayas, the local Sherpa® people of Nepal
had many ancient stories and legends’ about the metoh-
kangmi*, a local word meaning filthy® or abominable
snowman, which the Sherpas also called the Yeti. Many
Sherpas claim® to have seen the creature, roaming’ the icy

mountain passes.

Homes of the gods

Yetis are said to live high up in the Himalayas, the highest
mountains in the world. Among them stands Mount
Qomolangma, at 8,848 m the highest peak® on Earth. The
Himalayas stretch® for more than 2,400 km across northern
India, Pakistan, China, Nepal and Bhutan''. Local people
worship'? the mountains as the homes of the gods...and
fear them as the Yeti’s hidden lair'.

l. mountaineer 1. Y\iE#HR 0 8peak oon  Ti#
2. Sherpa n.____ ERBA  9.swetch v FEfF
3.legend n.  fh§  10.Pakistan  EEHE
4. metoh-kangmi  —MFEAW ALY 1l.Bhutan i
5.filthy adj. fifEey 12 worship v tH, B
6.claim V. ] FH 13 lair n. # X
7. roam v Ee-HEE



The mighty' Himalayas—the world'’s highest mountains. Large areas of the
mountains have not yet been explored. Could they be hiding a family of Yetis?




1. mighty adj. B AH
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Sherpa beliefs

Regardless of scientific proof !, the Sherpas have no doubt
that the Yeti exists. After all, they know the mountains
better than anyone. They fear Yetis, as an evil® force in the
mountains, but they respect® them even more. Each year, a
festival is held to drive evil spirits out of their villages. One
man wears a headdress* of skin and hair, said to be a sacred®
Yeti scalp®. He represents’ the spirit of the Yeti, sent by the
gods to punish people for their misdeeds®. Eventually®, the
Yeti is driven out of the village and evil is banished'’. The
Sherpas like to keep Yetis at a distance!!. Crossing a Yeti’s
path, they believe, will bring bad luck, illness or even death.

Other abominable creatures

The Abominable Snowman is not the only mysterious
ape-like creature said to survive'? in the Earth’s wild places.
Many similar creatures have been sighted around the
world, in North America, China, Australia, Russia, Africa!?
and south-east Asia. One of the most famous is Bigfoot

or Sasquatch'* which may live in the forests of western
North America. Since the first reports in the 19th century,
there have been more than 2,000 eyewitness accounts of
Bigfoot. Can they all be wrong?
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6.

. proof

. evil

. respect

. headdress

. sacred

scalp

. represent

. misdeed

9. eventually ady. TR
10. banish v. ¢ IR AF

11. keep at a distance

12. survive 2

13. Africa ik
14, Sasquatch n. £ H A
15. costume n. o A5 B 4
16. annual adj —f — W

A Sherpa man dressed in Yeti

costume', ready to take part in
the annual' Yeti festival in Nepal. He
represents the spirit of the Yeti.

i |
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yewitness accounts
H i 925

lthough seen many times before by the Sherpas, the

first recorded sightings of the Yeti were made by
Europeans in the 19th century. Since then, there have been
regular encounters with Yetis, mostly by mountaineers.
Here are just a few of them.

Early encounters

The earliest reference’ in the West to Yetis seems to be an
1832 report by B. H. Hodgson, a British diplomat? at the
Nepalese court’. He wrote that, while out hunting, some
of the local people with him had been frightened* by a
‘wild man’ covered in long, dark hair. In 1889, more than
50 years later, Major L. A. Waddell was exploring the
mountains at an altitude® of about 6,000 metres when

he discovered huge footprints® in the snow. His Sherpa
porters’ assured® him that these were the tracks of a Yeti.
In 1925, N. A. Tomabazi, a Fellow® of the highly-respected
Royal Geographical Society'® in London, almost managed
to photograph a Yeti on the Zemu Glacier'! but it vanished
before he could get it into focus'?.



n

. reference
. diplomat
. court

. frighten

. altitude

n.
n.

n.

n.

. footprint 1.
. porter n.
. assure V.

Fellow n

. Zemu Glacier
.focus n.

. Buddhist monk

. furry adj.

. expedition  n.

445 A Buddhist monk®
" holding a furry™ scalp, said
to belong to a Yeti. This photo
was taken on a Yeti-hunting
expedition® in the 1950s.
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Creature of the night

In 1970, top British mountaineer Don Whillans, and his
colleague' Mike Thomson, were leading an expedition to
climb Mount Annapurna®. One evening, as they set up
camp, there was a commotion’ among their Sherpa porters.
A dark shape appeared, then disappeared behind a nearby
ridge*. That night, unable to sleep, Whillans left his tent
and went outside. By the light of the Moon, he spotted®
an ape-like creature. Whillans watched the creature for ten
minutes before it dropped out of sight. He was firmly
convinced® that he had seen a Yeti.

Hallucinations’ and high altitude

The higher you go up a mountain, the less oxygen® the air
contains and the harder it is to breathe. Above 4,000 m, even
the fittest of mountaineers can quickly find themselves in
trouble. The lack® of oxygen can also make you feel dizzy™
and sick, with a terrible headache and fever. It may also make
you think you see things which are not actually there. Some
scientists who doubt that the Yeti exists put the sightings down
to hallucinations caused by altitude sickness!".

l.colleague  n.  [F% 7 hallucination n.

2. Annapurna  EHA LAY 8.oxygen o
3.commotion _ nm. B %y  9dack o  #=F
4. ridge . 10.dizzy  adj

5. spot e e £ X L1. altitude sickness




g% Could the Yeti be an hallucination seen by mountaineers climbing high
up in the Himalayas where the lack of oxygen makes it easy to imagine

things?




