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Prologue: First Encounters

" ¢ HETWOBOYS EYED EACH OTHER. JOHN HAD JUST FINISHED

# playing with his band at a church festival in Liverpool, England.
With his hair slicked ! back and pants pegged tight, he looked like a
tough — a “teddy boy” "*! as the look was called. Not yet seventeen, he
was the guitarist and leader of a band called the Quarry Men 1,

Paul briefly glanced at John. He’d dressed up for the festival, trying
to impress some girls. Now he found himself trying to impress the band
members instead. Someone handed him a guitar. He fingered the strings
and cranked into Twenty Flight Rock, an early hit by American rock 'n’
roller Eddie Cochran.

John was impressed, though he barely nodded. Paul followed up
with another pop song, then a medley ™! of hits by Little Richard, an-
other American rock musician. Somewhere along the way, Paul played
Long Tall Sally, a Little Richard song he was always working on.

And that was that. The Quarry Men played another set. Paul turned
his attention back to what he’d come to do — pick up girls. He drifted
toward the edge of the crowd as the group played, then moved on to the
local pub.

But this chance meeting in 1957 would change the history of pop
music. For the two young men who’d met in the steaming hot church
hall were John Lennon and Paul McCartney. Together, they would be-
come one of music’s greatest creative teams. Along with George Harrison
and Ringo Starr, they would form The Beatles, the most important rock

group ever. Their songs would be played across

e g world. People would scream and faint when
+" p  they performed.

LA While it would take several difficult

S years of hard work and disappointment, once
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Prologue: First Encounters

The Beatles made it, they really made it. They helped define the music
we call rock 'n’ roll ", They also helped define the 1960s. The sixties
were a time of youthful change and creativity — a time of “Revolution,”
to borrow one of The Beatles’ song titles. The Beatles were a major part
of that revolution.

The Beatles performed in an era of rapid changes in technology as
well as music. Their images were sent by television and radio across the
world. For a while many considered them as famous as God. But the
reality of The Beatles was always much larger than the image generated
by and for the media. Their talents were such that nothing could contain
them, not even hysteria and hype so crazy it was called Beatlemania.
Ironically, that talent— and maybe the sixties themselves — doomed
the group in the end.
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o 1. "A Jaste of Honey”

E; . XCEPT FOR THEIR GUITARS, JOHN LENNON AND PAUL

.4 McCartney didn’t seem to have much in common when they
met that hot summer day in Liverpool. For one thing, John was al-
most two years older than Paul. He was born on October 9, 1940.
Paul was born on June 18, 1942. John’s family was middle class.
Paul’s was working class. In England at the time, these differences
could mean a lot. Some people would not associate with members of
a different class.

There were other differences as well. In school, Paul was a more
attentive student. John would cut class and toss erasers, getting in
trouble. By modern standards, these antics don’t seem very bad. At the
time, howeyver, they were serious enough to label John a troublemaker.

On the other hand, the boys had some important things in
common. Both had gone through difficult family trials. Paul’s mother
died a few months before the pair met. John’s father abandoned John
and his mother soon after John was born. Though his mother lived
nearby, John was raised by his mother’s sister and her husband, Mimi
and George Smith. George, who was very close to John, died when
John was thirteen.

Both boys grew up in families and a city that had seen better
days. Located at the mouth of the Mersey River in northwestern
England, Liverpool had many factories as well as an important
seaport. The Germans had bombed much of the city during World

War II. It was rebuilt after the war, but changes

w Q ﬂ ﬁk’ in the British and world economy made
" 3 ’ Liverpool less important than it had once

¥ ~ been. By the 1950s, many of its indus-

$311V328 IHL

tries were struggling or had moved away.
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¢ 14 ¢ , 1. “A Jaste of Honey"

The city’s many working-class people often had a hard time finding jobs
and paying for necessities !'!

Still, Liverpool was an important port for ships traveling to and
from the United States. Americans often came to the city, bringing with
them American goods, American music, and American ideas. Because it
was an industrial city as well as a seaport, Liverpool had a reputation as
a tough place, much as American cities such as Pittsburgh and Detroit
do. Both the American influence and the tough-guy image would be
important to Lennon and McCartney as they honed their musical skills.

The fact that Liverpool was relatively far from London also played
arole in Lennon and McCartney’s future. At the time, the important
English recording companies were located in London. Many people there
looked down on musical groups from outside the city, especially those
from working-class towns like Liverpool. This attitude presented one
more barrier for the young musicians to overcome.

The most important things John Lennon and Paul McCartney had in com-
mon were their creativity and intelligence. Once they met, they egged each
other on to improve their musical skills and learn more. Something sparked ™ in
that hot church hall in 1957. It quickly grew into a raging inferno 1. “That was
the day,” Lennon later said, “the day I met Paul, that it started moving.”

A few days later, Lennon had a friend ask McCartney if he’d care to
Jjoin the Quarry Men.

$311LV38 201

SKIFFLE

: The Quarry Men were named after Quarry
ﬁ ﬁ ﬁ #4 Bank School, the school the original members

n »@ v ~attended. The band played skiffle ", a cross
vy Pred between American bluegrass, country, rhythm
and blues ', and early rock 'n’ roll music.




