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The Mayflower Compact

In the name of God, Amen.

We whose names are underwritten, the loyal subjects of
our dread sovereign Lord, King James, by the grace of God, of Great
Britain, France and Ireland king, defender of the faith, etc., having
undertaken.

For the glory of God, and advancement of the Christian faith, and
honor of our king and country, a voyage to plant the first colony in the
Northern parts of Virginia, do by these presents solemnly and mutu-
ally in the presence of God, and one of another, covenant and com-
bine ourselves together into a civil body politic, for our better ordering
and preservation and furtherance of the ends aforesaid and by virtue
hereof to enact constitute, and frame such just and equal laws,
ordinances, acts, constitutions, and offices, from time to time, as shall
be thought most meet and convenient for the general good of the
colony, unto which we promise all due submission and obedience.

In witness whereof we have here under subscribed our names at
Cape-Cod the 11th of November, in the year of the reign of our
sovereign lord, King James, of England, France, and Ireland the
eighteenth, and of Scotland the fifty-fourth. Anno Domini 1620.
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- Chicf
logan's l.ament

O ORRENNER

"I appeal to any white man to say, if ever he entered Logan's
cabin hungry, and he gave him not meat; if ever he came cold and
naked, and he cloathed him not. During the course of the last long
and bloody war Logan remained idle in his cabin, an advocate for
peace. Such was my love for the whites, that my countrymen pointed
as they passed, and said, 'Logan is the friend of white man."' I had
even thought to have lived with you, but for the injuries of one man.
Colonel Cresap, the last spring, in cold blood, and unprovoked, mur-
dered all the relations of Logan, not even sparing my women and
children. There runs not a drop of my blood in the veins of any living
creature. This called on me for revenge. I have sought it, I have
killed many, I have fully glutted my vengeance, for my country I
rejoice at the beams of peace. But do not harbour a thought that mine
is the joy of fear. Logan never felt fear. He will not turn on his heel to

save his life. Who is there to mourn for Logan? — Not one."
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[ That all men are by nature equally free and independent, and
have certain inherent rights, of which, when they enter into a state of
society, they cannot, by any compact, deprive or divest their posterity;
namely, the enjoyment of life and liberty, with the means of acquiring
and possessing property, and pursuing and obtaining happiness and
safety.

II That all power is vested in, and consequently derived from,
the people; that magistrates are their trustees and servants, and at all
times amenable to them.

II1 That government is, or ought to be, instituted for the common

Virginia Declaration of Rights
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benefit, protection, and security of the people, nation or community;
of all the various modes and forms of government that is best, which
is capable of producing the greatest degree of happiness and safety‘
and is most effectually secured against the danger of rhaladministration;
and that, whenever any government shall be found inadequate or con-
trary to these purposes, a majority of the community hath an indubitable,
unalienable, and indefeasible right to reform, alter or abolish it , in
such manner as shall be judged most conducive to the public weal.

IV That no man, or set of men, are entitled to exclusive or sepa-
rate emoluments or privileges from the community, but in consider-
ation of public services; which, not being descendible, neither ought
the offices of magistrate, legislator, or judge be hereditary.

V That the legislative and executive powers of the state should
be separate and distinct from the judicative; and, that the members of
the two first may be restrained from oppression by feeling and par-
ticipating the burthens of the people, they should, at fixed periods, be
reduced to a private station, return into that body from which they
were originally taken, and the vacancies be snpp}iq_d by frequent,
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certain, and regular elections in which all, or any part of the former
members, to be again eligible, or ineligible, as the laws shall direct.

VI That elections of members to serve as representatives of the
people in assembly ought to be free; and that all men, having suffi-
cient evidence of permanent common interest with, and attachment
to, the community have the right of suffrage and cannot be taxed or
deprived of their property for public uses without their own consent
or that of their representatives so elected, nor bound by any law to
which they have not, in like manner, assented, for the public good.

VII That all power of suspending laws, or the execution of laws,
by any authority without consent of the representatives of the people
is injurious to their rights and ought not to be exercised.

VIII That in all capital or criminal prosecutions a man hath a
right to demand the cause and nature of his accusation to be con-
fronted with the accusers and witnesses, to call for evidence in his
favor, and to a speedy trial by an impartial jury of his vicinage, without
whose unanimous consent he cannot be found guilty, nor can he be
compelled to give evidence against himself ; that no man be de-
prived of his liberty except by the law of the land or the judgement
of his peers.

IX That excessive bail ought not to be required, nor excessive
fines imposed; nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.

X That general warrants, whereby any officer or messenger
may be commanded to search suspected places without evidence of
a fact committed, or to seize any person or persons not named, or
whose offense is not particularly described and supported by evidence,
are grievous and oppressive and ought not to be granted.

X1 That in controversies respecting property and in suits be-



