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Abstract

In Britain, the nineteenth century has been called 'the epoch
of Liberalism’ (by L. T.Hobhouse in the Liberalism ), and
W. E. Gladstone was called the 'lively embodiment of the Liberal
principles’ by F. A. Hayek. It is thus clear that W. E. Gladstone
had a very great influence and a very prominent place in the his-
tory of British Liberalism in the nineteenth century. But Glad-
stone was not a born Liberal; in fact,he was a Toryist for not a
short time before his turning into a liberal. How he became an
‘extreme’ Toryist in his early life, what made him free from the
fetters of his Toryisfn,and what made him take the Liberal road
and became a liberal leader and the lively embodiment of Liberal-
ism? These are the chief concerns of this dissertation.

The dissertation consists of three parts. The first part dis-
cusses the formation of Gladstone’s views of religion and the con-
struction of his religious-political ideal. Religion had a very dis-
tinct influence upon his early thinking,even decided his ea;ly po-
litical tendency. Evangelicalism introduced him to religious rudi-
ments and fostered his religious feeling and his religious disposi-
tion; it also laid the foundation of his religious belief. His chan-
ges from an Evangelical to a High Churchman, made "the Church
and State’ become the core of his political thoughts that obsessed
in his mind. Driven by his religious passion, the alliance of the

Church (of England) and the State became his supreme political
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ideal which he then pursued with his whole heart, and his so-
called Toryism was but an alternative name for his political Ec-
clesiasticism — a theocratic political view combined politics with
religion. Compared with ordinary conservatives, W. E. Gladstone
also accepted Edmund Burke’s teaching, but he inherited more
from Burke his Romantic gratification of tradition and customs
than other conservatives; therefore, his partial emphasis on the
means-end relation between politics and religion, his insistence on
the Church of England as the Conscience of the state, made his
Conservatism further remote from the Age and looked more ex-
treme. In contriving his political ideal of the alliance of the
Church and the State, W. E. Gladstone idealized the Church; he
also idealized the state and made it abstract. So, his political ideas
can’t be separafed from his religious ideas and attitudes,and his
Toryism is but called a religious-political ideas.

The second part focuses on revealing the real crucial causes
that gradually destroyed W. E. Gladstone’s Toryism or * political
Ecclesiasticism’ . Peel’s second ministry of 1841 — 1846, was
Gladstone’s experimenting field for his political ideal; it was also
an important turning moment of his political life. Peel’s employ-
ment made Gladstone directly and deeply realized the broad con-
nection between modern politics and social life; the entering into
the spirit of his political character and learning from Peel, made
him realized the political ends was not only christianizing the
state or pursuing the moral progress, but also, with great pain,
witnessed what he relied upon as real forces in realizing his polit-
ical Ecclesiasticism-the Tractarians in Oxford and the Conserva-
tive Party and its government, one become apostasy of the

Church of England and went towards Rome, the other was not
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wanted to,even they thought it not worth treating his political i-
deal seriously; so that Gladstone had to face the reality that two
wings he had placed so great hopes on in realizing his ideal had
been broken. Afterwards, he began a journey away from the Con-
servative Party, farther and farther.

The third part proceeds from positive dimension, revealing
how Gladstone was influenced by the time spirit of Liberalism
and he contested with liberal thoughts, gradually absorbed the
spirit of Liberalism and plunged himself into the liberal causes.
“*The English liberty’ was Gladstone’s first lesson to his learning
of liberty, his insistence on truth and the principle of social jus-
tice was an antidote to his anti-liberal tendency; ‘Free Trade’
made him face to face the real Liberalism in nineteenth century
Britain, it also introduced him into taking the road of Liberalism,
moreover, it was a greatly magnificent cause which had been en-
dowed with a mission by Gladstone he engaged himself into es-
tablishing and perfecting with all his might. His striding forward
towards religious freedom, both exposed his broad-mindedness as
a High-Churchman statesman, and won the ‘respect and support
of a great number of the Nonconformists (in broad sense); it al-
so made him the pattern of ‘moral politics’. The last change took
place in his political ideas was his views about the aristocracy and
democracy. With the Free Trade as its juncture, he gradually
changed his views about the aristocrats and the masses; howev-
er, his support for parliamentary reform didn’t transformed his
standpoint as a supporter of the liberal elitism.

In the part of conclusion, on the one hand it reaffirms
Gladstone’s firm conviction on the Liberalism, highlights that the

true reason of Gladstone’s transformation lay on he could learn a
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lesson from the experience of his ideal’s bankruptcy,and he could
then identify with the time spirits and go after the progressive
tendency of the day; This ‘striking gifts’ (Gladstone called it
this) , both made him accomplished the transformation of his ide-
as from Toryism to Liberalism, and it also got him to keep pace
with the time and strode forward. On the other hand, the part
stresses Gladstone’s conservative temperament and the remaining
conservativeness of his ideas,in order to manifest in the process
of Gladstone’s change of his thoughts and ideas, there were some
great changes which took place in the process, but it was not
without inheritance and continuity. In fact, what the doubleness
showed by Gladstone just illustrates there is not a sharply oppo-
site and reject relationship between the conservativeness and pro-
gress, tradition and reform, Liberalism and Conservatism, but be-
tween them there is also an internal connection of the unity of
opposites and a relation of being both opposite and complementa-
ry to each other. Furtherly speaking, the contradictory and the
doubleness that Gladstone had shown us provide us with a classi-
cal model for our wholly and deeply understanding the relation
between the Liberalism and the Conservatism in Britain of the

nineteenth century.
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