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Precis of Forward

The date of September 1, 1984 is the fiftieth anmniversary of the
establishment of PMO, Academia Sirica, The commemorative activities and
scientific exchanges are unfolded in the celebrations,

This book compiled with reference materals, pictures of fifty years of
EMO and speeches, reports and photographes for the celebrations is treated
as a souvefir,

It is edited by Zhu Leng and Zhang Pei-yu, extracted and translated
into English by Zhang Yu-zhe, Gong Shu-mo, Ye Shi-hui and lin Jian-
ping,
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Speech Given By Zhang Yu- zhe, Director Emirutus
At The Celebration Of The PMO

The Purple Mountain Observatory has a loang history, Tts research
departments involve Time determination, | phemeris and Almanac, Stellar
Astrophysics, Physics of the Sun, Radio Astronemy, the Theory of Artificial
Jatellite, and Astronomical losteuments, In all ihese departments, We
anave made great contributions to the economy and national defense of our

country,
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Accention Of The Past And Development
Of The Future Given By Tong Fu, Deputy Director
Oof PMO

In the history of astronomy of old China, we may mention the famous
incient astronomers like Zhang Heng, Zu Chong-zhi, Yi Xing, and Guo Shou~
jing, Since September 1, 1934, we built the first modern observatory, During
1941, we travelled on a truck to western part of China with the purpose
«f observing a total solar eclipse, The clear weather there made our eclipse
¢xpedition a great success, Since the founding of the People’ s Republic of
China, the PMO has developed rapidly and now become a modern comprehen-
sive observatory with large scientific research fields, From now on, much
more attention should be paid to astrophysics, celestial mechanics, astrometry
and other courses to be infiltrated with one another and do more research

work of more branches and comprehensive subjects,
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Speech By Zhou Pei-yuan, President Of State Scien—

tific And Technological Association

Although I am a Physicist, I can count many astronomers as my friends,
i,e, Ching-sun Yu, Y C,Chang, etc, Availing my-self of this opportunity,
I would say that physics and astronomy belong to the same family, For
example, in physics we talk about space and time, But solar system, stellar
system depend upon astronomer to observe, In physics, the earliest systematic
pirt is mechanics, while Newtons second law is derived from the observation
of planetary movement around the sun, Therefore the experimental fundation

of dynamics is astronomical observations,



