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Summary

As a continuation of the Logical Development of Ancient
Chinese Philosophy,this volume discusses the development of
modern Chinese philosophy from 1840 to 1949, which is virtu-
ally the third circle succeeding the pre - Qin period and the pe-
riod from the Qin ~Han to Ming - Qing in the whole history of
Chinese philosophy. The whole book is composed of an intro-
duction and four chapters.

The revolution of modern Chinese philosophy,conditioned
by the controversies on “the ancient V. the modern”and “the
Chinese V. the Western”, went on chiefly around issues be-
longing to the four areas:issues concerning the conception of
history ,issues of the theory of knowledge,issues of logic and
methodology ,and issues concerning human freedom and ideal.
All of these issues and discussions were both influenced by
modern Western philosophy and preceded by the discussions of

traditional Chinese philosophy over the problems of “principle
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Summary

v. material force (Dao v. concrete things)”, “mind v. matter
(knowledge v. action)”,“names v. actualities”,and “Heaven
and man”.

Of all schools of Western philosophy introduced into mod-
ern China, the theory of evolution and Marxism were the
mostinfluential ones. The philosophical revolution of modern
China started with the introduction of the theory of evolution
into China ;the phase of evolutioﬁism is one of the major phas-
es of the development of modern Chinese philosophy as a
whole. The phase of dialectical materialism is another of its
major phases, which started when Marxist philosophy was in-
troduced into China. In addition to these two philosophies from
the West,two other trends of Western philosophy were also
quite influential in modern China :positivism and irrationalism.

The debate of the Song — Ming period on“principle v. ma-

terial force (Dao v. concrete things)” was originally more an
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issue concerning the conception of Dao of Heaven than an issue
concerning the conception of history. In the modern times,the
second dimension of the debate appeared in foreground. Chi-
nese thinkers,to begin with,expressed their conception of his-
tory in traditional categories of “Dao” and “concrete things”,
then explained changes of history in terms of the theory of
evolution,and finally,saw history from the perspective of the
materialist conception of history and the conception of general
dialectical progress. The theory of knowledge in modern Chi-
nese philosophy was still focused on the debate on “mind v.
matter (knowledge v. action)”. At first Wei Yuan put forth his
doctrine of the relation between knowledge and action with a
modern overtone. Then Zhang Taiyén and Sun Yatsen advocat-
ed some dialectical views on the relation between knowledge

and action. Gradually discussions in the areas of the conception
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of history and the theory of knowledge converged with each
other around the problem of the relation between“mind”and
“matter”,and became the main line of development of modern
Chinese philosophy. Chinese Marxists summed up this devel-
opment with the dynamically revolutionary theory of .reflec-
tion. The ancient debate on“names v. actualities ”developed in
the modern times when Chinese thinkers discussed logical and
methodological problems,and the ancient debate on “Heaven
v. man” developed in the modern times through discussions on
the problem of human freedom and ideal. No systematic sum-
ming — up,however,were made of the two debates by modern
Chinese philosophy of the period discussed in this book. To ac-
complish this task, however,is a precondition for further de-

velopment of the philosophical revolution of modern

China.
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THE REVOLUTIONARY COURSE OF
MODERN CHINESE PHILOSOPHY
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The Debate on “the Ancient v. the Modern and the Chinese

v. the Western” and the Revolution of Modern Chinese

Philosophy

(1) The Development of Modern Chinese Philosophy Was Condi-
tioned by the Debate on “the Ancient v. the Modern and the
Chinese v. the Western”
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(1) From the Debate on “Dao and Concrete Things”to the Theory
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and Branch”in the Controversy on “Chinese and Western”



Contents + 11~

Chapter 1 The Stage of Evolutionism in the Course of
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“Moral Revolution”
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Enlightens the Masses ”—— The Seed of the Idea of social
Practice
(1) Considering the Debate on“the Ancient v. the Modern and the
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(3) Analytical Criticisms of Traditional Philosophical Categories
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