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Preface

Urban Planning Means Serving the People

To my Students of Urban Planniqg

The planning and construction of cities are substantial work for serving the people. Planning and construction
should solve the problems in essential needs. The issue of housing does not mean houses alone; it goes as far as
eco- environment which human beings need in order to lead a comfortable life, and all necessary amenities
infrastructures and social facilities as well as employment. Fresh air, bright sunshine and streams of clear water
constitute fundamental elements for our vitality.

Many of our cities and towns used to be beautiful. Let us just imagine those cities which have gone
dilapidated, had once aroused people much admiring when they were built. The environment changes frpm day to
day, just like the life of people. Every one of us is participating in these various changes unconsciously.
However, such a change could turn into a good one, or a bad one. The mission of urban planning is to guide
urban construction to a better direction of development.

A city has many views and sights, but to the accustomed eyes nothing would be fascinating enough. A city
has a lots of facilities, the inhabitants after would feel inadequately as time goes by. Life changes constantly; a
nice city becomes “old” without anybody noticing it. Therefore, cities need renewing from time to time. The
“old”, which cannot satisfy the needs any longer, should be improved or renovated to meet the needs of today,
thus becomes a “new” one. Many ancient, even primitive things, once given a little change and fresh life, can
also turn “new”.

Every step of planning and construction must be undertaken to improve the life of people. Always mind what
are on people's mind and worry what they worry. Planning is the measure to be derised before hand, never drill a
well when one feels thirsty. It is obligatory to think in terms of the long-term interest of the people. Planning with
short-term interest and put into effect in a rush can only cause today's construction become the object of renovation
tomorrow. A city is built to meet the needs of peopie rather than for any other purposes or for any other persons.
Renovation of an old city is always intended to restore its splendor on one hand, and to renovate or to add living
facilities to the old city, so that the people living either in the old city or in the new one can enjoy the same
standard of modern life.

“Old” and “new” and constitute the process of continuous changes. Some aspects of cities cannot be
maintained without change from generation to generation. In planning cities, it must inherit and create our culture
throughout changes.

“Old” and “new” is a record of history. “Old” possesses also valuable assets and, therefore, should be
treasured and analyzed. One should not “protect” all the “old” aspects, whilst it is also wrong to demolish
everything because they are “old”.



A city, whether “new” or “old”, is an organic system, the capacity of which is designed according to the
need by the time of planning. One should not strive for “full utilization” by giving up “reasonable development”
with the excuse of economic reasons. That a city is suffered from overburden causes all the maladies of a city.

The approaching “Third Wave” shall change the living habits of people as well as their mentality. The value
of an individual is increased, and the value of time also increases. We should no longer dissipate our energy and
waste our life’s time in struggling through traffic jams and exhaustive commutings. We should have given up “pan
-cake baking” approach which leads to incurable urban sprawl. We should have given cities enough breathing
space to rejuvenate those cities. Go to hell the conceptual errors, such as “the higher the building, the wider the
streets, the more modern a city will become”!

Human beings and the nature emerge from the same root. “Cities lives in forest and forest enters city” has
appeared in some developed countries. Do we leave the cities crowded and suffocated further on? Or do we let
fresh air, bright sunshine and clear water be part of our cities, so that the elders can enjoy their the heavenly
years of their remaining life and the younger are nourished?

Jin Jingchang
July 1986

(Translated by Wu Zhigiang)
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The Evolution of Planning Education at Tongji University within the Past 45 Years
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In 1952, universities and institutes throughout China
underwent an adjustment and re-arrangement in accordance with
the Soviet model. The civil engineering faculties in more than
ten colleges or universities in East China were incorporated into
Tongji  University. Thus, Tongji  University, a former
comprehensive university composed of five colleges of
medicine, engineering, science, humanities and law, had by
then become the largest university of engineering with civil
engineering as its strength in China. The faculty of the
Architecture  Department came from the Architecture
Departments of St. John's University and of Zhijiang University,
from the Civil Engineering Department of former Tongji
University, from the Architecture Section of Zhejiang Academy
of Fine Arts as well as from former Jiaotong University, Fudan
University, Datong University, Guanghua University, Zhengdan
University. The Urban Planning Teaching and Research Section
(originally named City Planning Teaching and Research Section)
consisting of Jin Jinchang, Feng Jizhong, Ha Xiongwen, Li
Dehua, Dong Jianhong, and Deng Shuping was set up, with
Jin Jinchang as the director. Zhong Yaohua on the Shanghai
City Planning Committee was a concurrent professor.
the  Architecture

Department, Mr. Jin Jinchang, Mr. Feng Jizhong and other

During the preparatory stage of
faculty members, in view of the needs of large - scale
construction at home, and in light of the happenings abroad,
put forward the proposal of setting up a specialty to train
specialists in urban planning. The educational reform at that
time placed great emphasis on learning from the Soviet Union.
No mention was made of urban planning specialty in the
catalogue for majors in the field of civil engineering provided by
the Soviet Union. The closest one in the catalogue was the
speciality known as “ lopopgckoe Crpoutermcteo W
XoasmncTBo”. Thus, the title of this speciality and its syllabus
were adopted. The Chinese translation for this specialty was
“City Planning and Management” (which was later changed into

“Urban Construction Management ”) . However, the initial
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intention of setting up the specialty of “Urban Planning”
remained unchanged. Only some changes in the original Soviet
syllabus were made. For example, introductory courses to
urban planning were added to the syllabus and courses in urban
planning were extended to cover three semesters. In addition,
two planning courses, the Courses in Development Planning and
in Master Planning, were offered. More teaching time was
allocated to courses in architecture and courses in designing
were enriched. Moreover, several practicums in the original
curriculum which were of the nature of construction practice
were changed into courses in surveys of city conditions and
urban planning practice.

The conception of training urban planning personnel did not
stem from the adjustment and rearrangement of faculties among
universities and institutes in 1952. Mr. Jin Jinchang, who came
back to China from Germany after World Warll, joined Tongji
University and gave lectures on “City Planning” while holding a
concurrent post on the Shanghai City Planning Committee. Mr.
Feng Jizhong, who took a position in Nanjing City Planning
Committee after returning from Austria, concurrently held
professorship in the Civil Engineering Department of Tongji
University and gave lectures on Architecture. Mr. Li Dehua,
after graduating from the Architecture Department of St. John’s
University in 1945, took a position on the Shanghai City
Planning Committee. As early as 1950, Mr. Jin and Mr. Feng
advocated the setting-up of the Municipal Engineering Section
for the senior students in the Civil Engineering Department
of Tongji University. Mr. Jin taught City Planning, City Road,
Water Supply and Sewage, Waste Water Treatment. Mr.
Feng taught Architectural Design, Architectural Structure,
Architectural Art ( Architectural History). Mr. Chen Shenduo
taught Sketching and Mr. Zhong Yaohua was a concurrent
professor. There were more than ten Municipal Engineering
students who graduated in 1951 after they took part in the
Project of Harnessing the Huai River. They were Chen

Shangyuan, Qian Kunrun, Xiao Yaohong, Liu Chaobei, Yu
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Yucang, Sun Licheng, Dong Jianhong, Deng Shuping and
others. This could be said to be the harbinger or embryo of the
Urban Planning Faculty of Tongji University.

Two principles have been carried out in the entire course of
the creation of the faculty. One is that Urban Planning should be
an independent specialty and thc other is that it should possess
the basic characteristics of both Architecture and Municipal
Engineering.

In 1952, when the speciality was set up, it recruited its
freshmen from the nation’s unified matriculation system. Its
sophomores and juniors came from students who had transferred
from former Tongji University, Jiaotong University, St. John's
University, and Shanghai Industrial College. Some senior class
students of the Civil Engineering Department of former Tongji
University who returned to the university from the Project of
Harnessing the Huai River graduated at the beginning of 1953.
They were the first batch of graduates of the Urban Planning
Specialty (including Ge Qiming, Cheng Fuying and others). In
the autumn of 1953, the juniors graduated ahead of time, most
of whom were assigned to Beijing to work in the newly
established Urban Construction Bureau under the Ministry of
Urban Construction. These graduates were the first batch of
specialists in Urban Planning trained by China after the
liberation. They included Hu Kaihua, Xu Baochun, Sun
Dongjia, Zhang Youliang and others.

The specialty set up as many as over 30 courses. This was
due to the fact that the Soviet curriculum was adopted as the
blue print, with some courses in Urban Planning and courses in
Architecture added to it. Moreover, in accordance with the
requirement of necessary social and economic knowledge for the
development of Urban Planning as a discipline, the course in
capital construction economy was also offered. It was taught by
Wang Jiqi, the then director of Shanghai Urban Consiruction
Bureau. This course was later renamed Urban Construction
Economy.

From the beginning, the speciality laid strong emphasis
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on the close integration of teaching and practice.
Nanxiang in the suburb of Shanghai was chosen as the
site for the designingcourse for students of 1953
session. The teachers and students went there

together to conduct surveys and drawings of
surroundings, visit local officials and inhabitants, and
draw up on-the-spot plans. This tradition has been
From 1954 to 1955, the

teachers and students conducted surveys and

kept up all the time.
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practised overall plannings in Jiaxing. In 1955, they made
master plannings in Jinhua. In the same year, they made
detailed plannings for part of Lanzhou and for the renewal of the
old city. In Yangzhou, they conducted surveys on land use,
buildings as well as its population, and they made colored
drawings with the findings of those surveys. All this represented
pioneering efforts in the nation. It not only provided practical
services to the construction of these cities, but also made some
academic discoveries. In addition, oral examinations on
graduation designs were set up on the experimental basis for six
students of the graduating class of 1955.

In 1955, a formal application was made to the Higher
Education Ministry to set up the speciality of Urban Planning. In
1956, the newly established Urban Planning Speciality and the
former Urban Construction Speciality joined hands in recruiting
students. Out of the sixty students admitted to the Urban
Construction Speciality in 1955, 30 students were asked to
separate from their speciality to form the first class in the Urban
Planning Specialty.

In 1956, the Speciality of Urban Planning and Management
was separated from the Architecture Department to form Urban
Construction Department. In 1958, the former Architecture
Department was disbanded, with the Architecture Speciality
transferred to the Structural Engineering Department and the
Urban Planning Speciality transferred to the Urban Construction
Department. At that time, it was found that there was a great
deal of overlapping in terms of the educational objectives and
the curricula of Urban Construction and Urban Planning.
Therefore, the two specialties were once combined to form a
unified specialty: Urban Planning and Construction. A year
later, the unified specialty was once again split into two
separate specialties. The educational objectives of Urban
Construction focused on city roads, water supply and sewage,
city bridges and other projects. This speciality was later
renamed Urban Construction Engineering. On the other hand,
courses in architectural basic training were added to the
teaching syllabus of Urban Planning. Architectural and urban
designing were reinforced.

From 1956 to 1958, Urban Planning Faculty invited German
expert Professor Rader to come to Tongji University on two
occasions to lecture on “The History of European Construction”
and “The Principles of Urban Planning”. He also gave
professional guidance to som teachers for advanced training and
took part in the urban planning of Hefei and of the Dalian West
Road. During that time, Urban Construction Faculty invited a
Soviet specialist to lecture on “City Roads and Design”
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In 1956, Deng Shuping of the Urban Planning Faculty was
in charge of preparing for the establishment of a reference
reading room, collecting and producing slides as teaching aids
in a systematic way. In 1957, the Urban Construction
Department edited and produced mimeographed publication
Collections of Urban Construction Reference Materials at
irregular intervals. The publication was changed into Collections
of Urban and Rural Construction Reference Materials in the
typographic printing after the Urban Planning faculty transferred
to the Urban Construction Department. It ran into twenty issues
in total, which actually was the predecessor of the subsequent
Journal Urban Planning Forum .

Among the students who graduated in 1955, two became
faculty members of Tongji University, and four were assigned to
Baotou, Lanzhou, Taiyuan and Chengdu respectively, the four
major cities for construction. The rest were assigned to the
State Institute of Urban Planning Institute, to which most
students who graduated in 1956 were also assigned, except
those who remained as faculty members of the university. To
meet the urgent needs of various provinces and cities, the
Higher Education Ministry held separate meetings to assign the
sixty students who graduated in 1957 and the ninety students
who graduated in 1958. To each province, one or two
graduates were assigned. These graduates became the
mainstay for the urban planning in their respective provinces in
due course of time.

From 1958 to 1959, in response to the Great Leap
Forward, the students of the 1960’s session, headed by Deng
Shuping, He Lin, Liu Lisheng and others made speedy
plannings for more than 80 towns and cities in Jiangxi Province.
These plannings played an active role in the construction of
those towns and cities that did not even have their own
topographic maps at that time as well as in their subsequent
development. Li Dehua, Dong Jianhong, Zang Qinsheng and
others, together with some students of the 1961's session,
made plannings for Zhujiajiao People’s Commune in Qingpu
County. They also conducted some research on the peripheral
regions. He Lin and Pan Baishun, together with the students of
the 1961's session made plannings for Jinhua, Shaoxing,
Ningbo and other dozen counties. Chen Yunwei and Shen
Zhaoyu took part in the regional plannings for the regions of
Guiyang District and Chonggin. All these represented
pioneering work in China at that time.

In 1960, fifteen senior students including Sima Quan, Ding
Wenkui, Chen Jiukun, He Luping, Yan Wenwu, Chen Qi and

other students were separated from Urban Planning and they



