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ABSTRACT

“Time” and “space” are two frequently mentioned terms in
our daily lives. From the angle of the space, an urban household
owns far less space than a rural one, which occupies a cropland as
large as 1.3 Mu besides a house. However, farmers could not de-
velop themselves well in such a huge space. As far as the time is
considered, they have the same 24 hours per day as citizens, but
they still fail to get the best out of it. Then what leads to the phe-
nomenon? This dissertation tries to give sociological analyses on
what types of “time” and “space” are useful to peasants.

The paper yields the findings that the social time and the so-
cial space, instead of the physical ones, are sociologically mean-
ingful. The introduction theoretically defines the social time and
the social space. The so-called social time is the paid work-time.
Considering practical situations in the Chinese countryside, we
regard the labor time that can bring the income (money/goods)
as the social time, including the existence-style, the development-
style and the symbol-style social time. The existence-style social
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time is the time of gaining existence-style income, the develop-
ment-style social time is the time of gaining development-style in-
come and the symbol-style social time is time of gaining symbol-
style income. Similarly, the social space consists of the existence-
style, the development-style and the symbol-style social space.
The first two concepts refer to the activity space or scope where
people can gain existence-style or development-style income, the
symbol-style social space is the system space with the core of the
household system, which plays an important role in the social
time of the peasants.

Chapter One treats of the following points. During the peri-
od between the foundation of China and the application of the pol-
icy of the reform and opening, peasants obtain the existence-style
social space based on the physical space (land). In this space,
they can work in their fields. After going through the transition
from the private ownership to the collective economy, they are
strictly restricted to this space, unable to explore the develop-
ment-style social space; so lots of time could not be converted into
the social time. Moreover, our country mainly occupies the scarce
social time in true sense, and grain, which embodies the social
time spent, could only satisfy the needs of the peasants’ exis-
tence. In such social space, rural dwellers get nowhere, their ex-
isting condition just like a potted plant, which survives rather
than prospering because it” s totally dependent on the soil, water,
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ABSTRACT

and fertilizer in the pot.

In the second chapter, I firstly analyze the disintegration of
the collective social time and space. In pursuit of more social
time, peasants “destroy” the people’ s commune within the frame
of collective system, and therefore set a stage for rural reform. In
the event, the heroes are a group of farmers in the village of Xiao-
gang, Fengyang county of Anhui Province. They ran the risk of
being sent to prison to draw up the plan of “fixing of farm output
quotas for each household” which ensures that peasants have the
remaining social time all to themselves after turning over the must
to their collectives and the country. This measure enormously
motivates them to turn their own time into social time. Although
China is of small-scale peasant economy with existence-style social
time and space as its ultimate goal, peasants in some regions have
the tradition of seeking developed-style social time and space, for
instance, businesses and industries in the southern part of Jiang-
su, Wenzhou of Zhejiang Province, Anhui, Shanxi, and Guang-
dong, etc. It is this tradition that is given full play after the re-
form. As there still exists an obvious division between city and
the countryside, rural residents run numerous enterprises, which
enables 130 million rural fellows to develop themselves by chang-
ing their time to social time.

The following chapter begins by viewing cities as social

spaces. In the city, the social space is so concentrated that people
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could ecasily find the development-style space and change their
own time to the social time through full employment. With the
proceeding of the reform, peasants are permitted to city jobs.
The city needs a lot of low-skillful laborer; meanwhile, the grow-
ing of the irregular employment there makes peasants’ entry into
the city possible. Peasants who own single essential factor obtain
the development-style social time and space via being a worker in
the state-owned enterprise or non state-owned enterprise or ser-
vicing at the third industry. At the end of this chapter, I contrast
Zhejiang villagers equipped with comprehensive elements and
working in Beijing with common industrial-peasants from the per-
spective of the social time and space.

Chapter Four gives its first analyzes to the special period of
“membership and contract”, which must be experienced by peasants
because of their lack of symbol-style space of the city, namely, the cit-
izenship, in the transition from the membership society to the contract
one. Without citizenships, rural people find it difficult to find the de-
velopment-style social space, for the occupation-retained system in
many cities locks the social space towards peasants. Even if the peas-
ants get the development-style social space, their wages reflecting their
social time are half less than the citizens’; whereas, unlike citizens,
they are prevented from enjoying the social security, a long-term em-
bodiment of social time. Finally, this part analyzes the rationalization

of the developed-style social space which turns into the symbol-style
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ABSTRACT

social space, so the peasants which have obtained the development-
style social space are more likely to become citizens in the new round of
the reform of the household system.

In the part of conclusion, 1 hold the view that our country
must guarantee an unimpeded social space in both city and village
so that peasants and citizens could give full play to their abilities
in looking for development-style social space to maximize their so-
cial time, which does good to individual, society and country.
Until then, the symbol-style social space will not be so important
as it appears now. Actually, the new household-system reform

has given the evidence.
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