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Li Mingde

Member of Beijing Culture Relics
Protecture Association. He has studied
Beijing's Hurong culture and Beijing's folk
customs for many years. He has over 100
articles on newspapers and magazines. His
two books,The Art of Gate Buildings in
Beijing's Alleys and A Guidebook to Alleys
in Beijing, were published. In recent years,
he has worked with CCTV and Beijing TV
in shooting special subject serials on
Beijing's Hutong and folk customs.
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Introduction

As a counterpart of royal palaces & gar-
dens tour item, Hutong tour is an essential
part of Beijing tour culture. This book
pursues to guide the readers to adventure in
the history of Beijing age-old culture. It
will lead readers into Beijing Hutong, get-
ting aware of the long history of Beijing.
The author particular illustrated the char-
acteristic of Beijing Hutong, such as Quad-
rangles Architecture, Art of Gate, Piers for
Ages, Valuable Couplets, Theatre Build-
ings and Peculiar Stones, and introduced
three classical traveling routes. The Genre
Painting of Beijing Hutong can arose the
readers' laughter.
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Prologue

On Quadrangles Again

Today is my seventy-year birthday.
When I sit down and try to write something
on this special day, the topic of quadrangles
comes directly into my mind. I just feel that
I have too much to say about quadrangles,
and then I decide to write an essay on
quadrangles again as my birthday gift.

Quadrangle is the place where I grow up.
There are two quadrangles once to be my
residents, one in the West District and the
other the East. The former, in No. 11th of
the 3rd West Hutong near the Palace
Entrance of the West District, belongs to my
mother and I lived there from three years
old to eight. While my father bought the
later one in 1950 which lies in No. 10th
(now No. 19th) of Fengsheng Hutong (now
Fengfu Hutong) in Naizi Mansion (now
Dengshi West Street), East District. My
experience accounts for my profound
sentiment to quadrangles.

During the Cultural Revolution, the
quadrangle of ours was divided by four or
five other households, such as street cadre
and policeman. The quadrangle turned out
to be a mess. All the advantages of
quadrangles lost at once which makes me
recognize that it is not fair to score the
quadrangle on the mess basis. I can
understand fully why all people from the
messed quadrangles have a negative view
upon the place they lived in. It is really a

low-level and abnormal living environment.

The real quadrangles differ a lot from
those messed ones, especially for those which
have been occupied by temporary shelters
as an outcome of earthquake. They are so
different that the later will completely ruin
the image of quadrangles. The messed
quadrangles crabbed all merits of the original
ones and made them worsc and worse.

My father came back to Beijing at the
end of 1949 and modernized the quadrangle
when we bought it. To evaluate our
reconstruction in a technical way, we did
the infrastructure work which including the
indoor toilet, the installment of toilet bout
and bathtub, the evacuation of a septic tank
underground instead of a public contam-
ination-draining system and a mini home
heating system with a stokehold.

This kind of reconstruction is of prevalent
instructional value for all quadrangles and it is
also a must to make quadrangles keep up with
the modern society. You needn't bother to go
to the toilet in the yard, heating system works
in winter and the residents can bathe everyday.
When equipped with limber pipes, lines and
Broadband, the quadrangle will have a
complete set of living infrastructure. This
infrastructure is necessary and a must with the
development of society. Otherwise, quadrangles
will be hanged behind or even be washed out.

The entire infrastructure, however,
should be performed by the government

with taxpayers' tax. Individual household



just needs to connect different lines indoor
from that equipment overhead the Hutong.

This is an inevitable move that all the
ancient cities, as well as old cities can not
skip over.

I have visited a transformed old room on
the Isle St-Louis, the downtown of Paris as
well as one of the isles in the middle of the
Seine River way. | go upstairs around a
revolving stair to the top 6th floor which is
the residence of Mr. Li Zhihua bought dozens
of years ago. The room is over ten meter
squares with all equipment as old as several-
hundred-year. There is a huge iron oven, for
coal only, which is quite similar to those used
in Beijing many years ago. It can be concluded
that it is exactly the same condition in Paris
as that in Beijing. Only dozens of years ago,
did they start to transform the old houses in
accordance with modernization. The
transformation doesn't change the building
structure and figure, but focuses on a
supplementation of central heating, gas,
drainer and electrical wires, etc, in order to
realize the modernization of living equi-
pment. People still live in their old house with
great comfort in accordance with epoch.
However, the defect of old house is small in
acreage because all downtown areas in big
cities are conformably crowded on the
condition of big population with no distinct
architectural format change such as

dismantlement projects or construction ones.

We do the same internal decoration
homework to our house in Fengfu Hutong
including turning paper windows into
glasses, hanging into screen window and
screen door, brick floor into ceramic tile and
even floor board for several rooms. Besides,
ceiling takes the place of paper top, white or
light blue wall drives the paper wall-pasted
wall away, and study and dinning room are
established by adding a cover to the parvis
between the era room and side room. All
the transformation is in pace with the social
development, and meanwhile keeps the
characteristic and taste of the old house.
They become more comfortable for living
and more beautiful for visual comfort, and
are of more modernized features.

These changes are instructional and have
valuable reference for the improvement of
quadrangles.

My parents follow a strict maintenance
system including minor maintenance,
moderate maintenance and extensive
maintenance which is crucial to the
conservation of the quadrangle. Minor
maintenance is carried out once a year
including weeding on the roof and crack-
filling. Moderate maintenance is carried out
every seven or eight years mainly focusing
on painting the door and window while the
extensive maintenance, every fifteen years,
take a comprehensive inspect on the house

including the change of chapiter, bricks or




tiles. I noticed that this maintenance system
has been abolished since the house property
doesn't belong to the residents themselves.
As for the government, they are incapable
to take care of all the old houses on the
condition of population explosion. Both of
the above factors push the quadrangles and
the houses in them into the edge of complete
ruin over the past fifty years.

Many countries have promulgated a law
to demand the maintenance of buildings,
public or private, on a certain time cycle.
Otherwise, it will be punished for the
ignorance and neglect. In my opinion, the
protection of quadrangles is in especially
great demand of this kind of regulations.

The courtyards of quadrangles have their
unique function for vegetation which must
not be ignored or wasted by nonstandard
buildings. Take our yard as an example, my
parents planted two persimmons, a medlar
transplanted form Ningxia, a Beijing
Mockorange from the Forbidden City, a
Chinese toon, a peach, a Chinese jujube, a
Hosta plantaginea by the south wall, a
balsamine by the north wall, Scirpus validus
Vahl in the vat, and potted chrysanthemum
which account for hundreds of types. Only
the potted ones get to dozens of types at the
upmost period of the planting. Almost all
the plants need to remove indoor including
the common ones such as megranate and

dogbane as well as the noble ones such as

night-blooming cereus, Yinxing crabapple
and Nopalxochia ackermannii.

The yard actually is the most valuable part
of the whole quadrangle. Let alone the
beautiful landscape, the courtyard enables the
quadrangle as well as the residents close to
the nature. Besides that, it can improve the
local climate, reserve the moisture, decrease
the temperature, insulate the noise and
prevent the house from the dust. That is what
we say the harmony between the heaven and
human. Furthermore, green leaves and fruits
are available all the year. just imagine, that
will be fantastic. Taking a bird's view from
the top of the Coal Hill, you will find Beijing
flooded with green trees, and that is because
trees are planted in almost every yard. No
other city is comparable with it.

At this moment, the protection
principles of the quadrangles come up into
my mind as follows:

1. Evacuate the crowded households in
the quadrangle and restore the quadrangle
format out of the messed condition;

2. Complete the infrastructure work in
Hutong initiated by local government to
realize the modernization of living
environment;

3. Without changing the facade, the
structure and the format of the house,
transform the internal part in order to create
a comfortable, scientific and epoch-oriented

residence;



4. Dismantle the temporary building in
order to restore the original appearance of
the yard with vegetation;

5. It should be strictly forbidden to
dismantle all without filtration and full
consideration. The whole restoration work
is required to carry out on the condition of
protection of the quadrangles in good
condition or comparatively good condition.

It is lucky that I have visited some well-
kept quadrangles in Beijing on the list of
protection of cultural relics, which are closed
most of the time. When I step in, I feel quite
astonished by the wonderful scene and
landscape inside. It might be a little bit
exaggerative to honor them as a mini
Summer Palace, but they really deserve the
praise. There are plenty of such nice yards in
the area of Luogu Lane such as Ke Garden. It
is necessary and crucial to take those yards
back and inaugurate them as public gardens
or quadrangle museum. I can bet that a first
set of five or ten quadrangles open to public
will draw the worldwide attention to China
and to Beijing. The world will be impressed
by our splendid traditional quadrangles with
their lovely and valuable features. People will
devote themselves enthusiastically into the
protection, evaluation and appreciation of
the quadrangles on their own will. It is also
practical that we transform the quadrangles
into hotel, on the basis of protection,

allowing the tourists go directly inside the

quadrangle and live in it, by the means of
which unveils the mysterious outlook
towards quadrangles and promotes the
quadrangles to the open world.

1 am looking forward to the rebirth as

well as longevity of quadrangles.

Writing in the department in outer An-
ding Gate, on 16th August, 2005, Shu Yi

Mz Li Mingde came to visit me with the
draft of his new book A Tour to Beijing Hutong
when 1 finished this article. Then I decide to
present him this article as an introduction to
his book.

His book is characterized by the following
features: firstly, the book provides us with
abundant photos which are never shown
before; secondly, it included the famous eight
grand theatres of great value; thirdly, it gives a
specific description of the nine peculiar stones
in Beijing; and last but not the least, it
introduces three classical traveling routes to
Beijing Hutong which can be applied and
referred in tourism of Beijing. All the above
characteristics make this book, 4 Tour to
Beijing Hutong, an excellent new member of
the monographs on Hutong. 1'd like to
congratulate for the birth of it.



i
RFF HHEBE (8F2)  oo4

T5 ARIGEFS T o
R ACRTARI DG Sk SR

—~ L&k 020
= BIETRERZ A 036
= HENI 052
V9~ AR E R T8 064
T ZHBXRE 070
N~ AEE R 088
€. @iFEEA 100

N AERTEA XU 2 e i

— ~ FRYKIX AR 110
=~ PHIEIX HHE] 136
= BERXHHEH D 158

bR ATl ) B XU




Contents

Prologue On Quadrangles Again 008

Introduction The Origin and Change of Hutong 016

Part A Historic Culture and Architecture of Beijing Hutong

I Beijing Quadrangles 020
Il Art of the Gate Architecture 036
I Piers for Ages 052
IV Valuable Couplets 064
V Scenic Spots along the Old Streets 070
VI Old Theatre Buildings 088
VII Peculiar Stones 100

Part B Classical Travelling Routes to Beijing Hutong

1 Hutong Tour in East District 110
I Hutong Tour in West District 136
Il Hutong Tour in Xuanwu District 158

endix Genre Painting of Beijing Huton
P g jing g




ufflga!

AReYRIR S5 2L

R PE G S ERSciedk, th
RAEFR I AN H RS,
b ERERRIR TR, him Ak
FLARLE B AEE , kIR IEF IEAL., 1E
ZKIERE, ATIBt . ANTFRG&MHE S
“HHE", BACHE 700 L LWFHE,
TR B 12674 F 1276 4 (B ILIYLES]
BEHE4), BFHVERKT - EhS
FALH N X 8 T A 7T KE R . T
AEBR IR B E A PR E: K
HEZAWS (LK36k), Mg+
% (#18.6%), HIRIEASE (£9.3
*). “BAR” XANETRRET . BE
FEIE, “BiE” —FHRETFELIE, &
g kI, HhFAHEABREE
2, B, t AR KM E “kKF
—idl, Ui FR “kKF HEIK
ST, ETRBICATISY h, & “3

H—& M AARR” B9, dutal i, &
RTETC R E R A S R 217 TR ERA 1]
AHRIT, BARR 4004% 5%, RIS AR
XIMIE., PR R T R
#, A RBEXHFRIE TN

BRI  ETUR AR AR L ER T
BERAEE, XA TN, IMRZS . N
WEERH, MEIEM], tEHE
I, BedbZsh, B8, hdhgk. K.
PEPLL UGBS g FATRI AL K
15 BRI IR A 1 TR SRRl A%
WETR . SMRAVETAE S A, HEAH ek
AET, #TREASR, AR EHAR
7, BERTEAE ROy 36 85, BARIEE
1170 %&.

HEELE, ERMAEE, 25, W
A, ARG, SRR, N
7, BREARIEARRE. AR



