THOIVMISON
—*_- .

Insights

for Today

RE

Lorraine C. Smith
Nancy Nici Mare
Gig

BER TS5
F &K B A

BEEZEHFHMRMA

Higher Education Press




THOIVISON

Insights

for Today

If(fraine C. Smith * '%" E ‘ﬁ 52 ﬁ ﬂ E

Nancy Nici Mare

Big ]

BER IRF

BE®m + % X #
% & % 4B B W




B : 01-2005-3725 S

Lorraine C. Smith, Nancy Nici Mare

Reading for Today Series 2-Insights for Today, Third Edition

ISBN: 1-4130-0076-2

Copyright©2004 by Heinle, a division of the Thomson Learning

.Original language published by Thomson Learning (a division of Thomson Learning Asia Pte Ltd). All Rights
reserved. A BFEM A HEHEEIHRERA LR, BMRFTHE, BERLHE

Higher Education Press is authorized by Thomson Learning to pubhsh and distribute cxclusively this bilingual
edition. This edition is authorized for sale in the People’s Republic of China only (excluding Hong Kong, Macac SAR
and Taiwan). Unauthorized export of this edition is a violation of the Copyright Act. No part of this publication may
be reproduced or distributed by any means, or stored in 4 database or retrieval system, without the prior written
permission of the publisher.

ARBIEREABHFEILREARNBEHT R BT LR RT. KEEUREFEARKHE
B (BARFEFEEE. RIHNTHERNTEEEBKX) #HE, REBNMNEBH 0SB SR
MABET . REHREFLEBEHFT, AEUEATXERHBIRTEBHEMTRS .

981-265-356-2

BHEREKE (C1P) HiF

REFFEZEHAE. 1/ (£) LEH (Smith,L.C.)
E;, FRYAH. —JbF . BEHEF BREE, 2005.8
ISBN 7-04 - 017511 -8

I.K... I.O%..Q@F... II.%iE- FiEgs
- EEER -#AM V. H319.4

o [ IR A B 548 CIP &5 (2005) 55 099879 5

HRZIT BEHF LR MEHRLE 010 - 58581118

# o EETEBRENSKRELS ®%®EH 800 -810-0598

BB AL 100011 M #t htp://www. hep. edu. cn

2 #1010 - 58581000 http://www. hep. com. cn
M EITH®  htp://www. landraco. com

@ ¥ tEEaBERREETAERAS http://www. landraco. com. cn

B R JtEFRERAERAR

F A 787x1092 1/16 77 R O2005FE8AE 1K
Ep ¥ 17.5 Ep 200548 HEE 1 IRENR
¥ ¥ 400 000 Z #t 24.90 T

ABWMAGRI, AR RTERRAL, FRHGEBHERRRAL.
WREFE #HEBR
WES 17511-00



RRUEE T #
mB&wE ¥ =
REHE H w
HEi&IT A X
MRigit & #
EERXM H =
BEHH RAF




it

Hil

CRZIIRZ EBRD R I B A1 R AL E Heinle, Thomson H i 2\ 7] 20044 th ki iIReading for Today
Series fFBETl_EBCSR AR, A RFUBHRE T IR B BB e s g S B A, I
o THERER PR, K% TIN5, ¥ T PR CIUERXMIEILE,

CRFFIBLZERR) RIVBEM LGSR, SEEMNIEIERARKEREEER.

CRFEFEZIRBIR - AL (Themes for Today) {42 &

CRPIIBZEHFL) Unsights for Today) G2 A

CRFRIBIZINIFL2) Ussues for Today) H14

CR2FIHIBTZ L HFR3) (Concepts for Today) "h 52k

(R HIBIZIEFLA) (Topics for Today) 4%

AHR (KRFRIBEZEHFE 1) Unsights for Today), EHIERBE MK —FEROPEEER, A
B3t 6 AN BT (Unit), FANHITH 2 38 (Chapter) 1R, B84 2 B iiEscHE,

A B R B BARBAELL T ILA A E:

EIEFRE DRSO AEE NFETT AR AU GR S A B SO R TS, BB TR M
#FREXK. LR, BEMERPREBUE BT, AT RIE SCRRIT IR,

EMREMEFENRTATE, EMEEMR. ABMUEENETEASAKRGTE. KEEE. B
WHBPHER, BENAR, HFEA0RER. BRPNBESERS, 28459 MEE, &
b, FELGELE XN Z NS, UOLBEms RiHEA S22, KAEREG R SEERE
fhERMERE.

BEMERSUAFENPLD, AFEFRRESR. REB/HE UM AS DA R, HH
THEELIEEESHBAEE, 25IREHE,

EMRAICHSERMEERE., SlEY, WEERELEEMER#ITRESS ., B A W8I
I, P T EAF BT | X AN, A, SR SCE R AIR £ BRI A i T
TTREHRZ%, WHEHMA TP RESH, HBT$ERBMEIRI,

EMFISULER. FRARANEKR, EFREIGEN. KA EA R THES — B NN F58 %
B, HARESII R ERRRBNA, AN, BARTEAMSE YN, S 5PN
RMEEEHREMMR, #-SRE¥EI%kT,

HeAh, AW T iR fb i IR B DU AR & A I 45,

B2, CREFBLZIRBAR ) (nsights for Today) FAERR S EMBEAE . FUERFTERNL . Bk
FHEXAREBRE, A5 TRRIEEAR, BARSCHEE &R,

CRFRIBLZEHE) RINEH M RMKE LR BRI E TS, (REHEEZ IR Unsights
for Today) st MR RRBIRBREL %, £#. RivTalES, HBEAKE. FEW.

200548 A5 H



CNN®@ Video Report
and Internet Topics

Chapter
and Title

Reading Skills Focus

Structure Focus

Follow-up Activities
Skills Focus

P

Unit 1
Today’s
Travelers

Page 1

Chapter 1
A Family Sees
America
Together
Page 2

Courtney’s Texas
— Big History,
Big Cities, Big
Hearts

Page 11

« Preview visuals and use titles and pre-
reading questions to activate prior
knowledge

Understand True/False, Multiple
Choice, Short Answer questions

Skim reading for main idea

Scan for information

Recall information, make inferences,
draw conclusions

Choose accurate dictionary definitions

+ Use context clues to under-
stand vocabulary

Read and understand maps
Identify parts of speech in
context: nouns and verbs

Use the singular and plural
nouns, and the simple pres-
ent tense

. Hsrening-Speaking: Express
opinions

i+ Writing: Make a plan; Write
an opinion paragraph; Write
. ‘ajournal entry

+ CNN® Video
Report:
Volunteer
Vacations

+ Surfing the
Internet:
Volunteer and
Habitat for
Humanity
Page 32

Chapter 2
Volunteer
Vacations
Page 16

Who Volunteers?
Page 26

Use graphic organizers to organize
answers and activate prior knowledge
Understand True/False, Multiple Choice,
Short Answer questions

Skim reading for main idea ,
Scan for information and use a chart to
record ideas

Use context clues to understand
vocabulary

Choose accurate dictionary deﬁnmons
Make inferences

Assert opinions

Identify parts of speech in
context: nouns and verbs

ﬁecognize the suffix: -tion

and positive or negative
forms of the simple present
tense

Use singular and plural nouns,

Listening-Speaking: Share
information; Make a list of
interview questions in pairs;
Listen and share opinions’

Writing: Write an opinion
paragraph supporting with
reasons and examples; Write
ajournal entry

Unit2
Family Life

Page 33

+ CNN® Video
Report:
Raising Tnplets

+ Surfing the
Internet:
Identical Triplets
Page 73—Page 74

Chapter 3
How Alike Are
Identical Twins?
Page 34

Diary of a Triplet
Father
Page 47

Use background knowledge to under-
stand reading

Short Answer questions

Skim reading for main idea

Scan for information

Use a graphic organizer to take notes
Use context clues to understand
vocabulary

Make inferences and draw conclusions
Choose accurate dictionary'deﬁnitions

Understand True/False, Multiple Choice,

Identify parts of speech in

context: adjectives and nouns, )
" verbs and nouns '

Recognize the suffix: -ness

Use the positive or negative
forms of the simple present
tense; Use singular or plural
nouns

Listening-Speaking: Develop
interview questions and con-
duct an interview

Writing: Write a descriptive
paragraph; Write positive and
negative reasons; Write a
journal entry expressing likes
and dislikes

Chapter 4
The Search for
Happiness
Through
Adoption
Page 52

Diary of an
Adoptive
Mother
Page 66

Preview visuals and answer prereading
questions to activate prior knowledge
Understand True/False, Multiple Choice,
Short Answer questions

Skim reading for main idea

Scan for information and take notes in
a chart

Use context clues to understand
vocabulary

Choose accurate dictionary definitions
Make inferences; draw conclusions

« Read, understand, and use statistics

.

Identlfy parts of speech in
context: nouns and verbs

Recognize the suffix: -ion

Use the positive or negative
of the simple present tense;
Use singular or plural nouns

Listening: Listen and note
opinions of others

Writing: Write a dialogue;
Write a letter; Write an opin-
ion paragraph; Use imagina-
tion to write a journal entry




SKILLS

Chapter
and Title

Reading Skills Focus

Structure Focus

CNN® Video Report
and Internet Topics
Unit3 Chapter 5 * Preview photos to activate prior « Identify parts of speech in * Listening-Speaking: Report
Technology Laptops for the knowledge context: nouns and verbs experiences to class about a
in Our Classroom » Understand True/False, Multiple Choice, banking or computer experi-
Everyday Page 76 Short Answer questions « Use the singular and plural ence; Compare lists of advan-
Lives + Skim reading for main idea nouns, and positive or tages and disadvantages with
+ Scan for information and take notes in negative forms of the simple class
Page 75 Banking at Home a flowchart present tense
Page 90 + Use context clues to understand « Writing: Write and compare
vocabulary lists; Write a journal entry jus-
+ Choose accurate dictionary definitions tifying an opinion
+ Make inferences; draw conclusions
+ Make predictions
* Understand content area vocabulary
about technology
Chapter 6 « Use visuals to make predictions + Identify parts of speech in « Listening-Speaking: Create an
* CNN® Video A New Way to Go * Understand T/F, Multiple Choice, context: nouns and verbs invention with a group and
Report: Page 95 Short Answer questions report on it with visual aids
Dean Kamen and « Skim reading for main idea = Recognize the suffix: -ion
the Segway + Read for supporting details * Writing: Write a descriptive
« Scan for information * Use the positive or negative paragraph; Write a journal
* Use a chart to take notes form of the simple present entry about a proposed
* Surfing the Young Inventors * Make inferences tense invention
Internet: Page 106 * Use context clues to understand
Young Inventors vocabulary
and Segway + Choose accurate dictionary definitions
Page 112 + Understand content area vocabulary
about inventions
U':‘ 4|th i Chapter 7 + Preview chapter through photos and "+ Identify parts of speech in « Listening-Speaking: Role plays;
eaithy Living The Dangers of prereading questions context: nouns vs. verbs; Small group problem-
Secondhand * Understand True/False, Multiple Choice, nouns vs. adjectives solving; Discuss and design
Page 113 Smoke Short Answer questions advertising
Page 114 « Skim reading for main idea + Recognize the suffix : -ness
+ Scan for information * Writing: Write laws about
+ Take notes in flowchart « Use the singular and plural smoking; Write copy for an
Smoking Facts + Use context clues to understand nouns, and positive or nega- advertising agency; Write a
and Figures vocabulary tive forms of the simple pres- comparison paragraph about
Page 129 + Choose dictionary definitions

* CNN® Video
Report:
Ten Healthy Foods

Surfing the
Internet:
Health and
Nutrition

Page 157—Page
158

Make inferences

Read and understand statistics
Understand content area vocabulary
about smoking and health

ent tense

laws; Write a journal entry
justifying an opinion or
argument

Chapter 8
A Healthy Diet
for Everyone
Page 134

Why Do | Eat
When I'm Not
Hungry?
Page 149

Preview photos with prereading
questions

Understand True/False, Multiple Choice,
Short Answer questions

Skim for main idea

Scan for information

Take notes in flowchart

Use context clues to understand
vocabulary

Choose dictionary definitions

Make inferences

Draw conclusions

Understand content area vocabulary
about nutrition and health

Identify parts of speech in
context: nouns and verbs

Recognize the suffix : -ment

Use the positive or negative
of the simple present tense

Listening-Speaking: Discuss
steps to a healthy lifestyle

Writing: Write a list of ways
to stay healthy; Write a
descriptive journal entry




CNN® Video Report
and internet Topics

SKiILLS

Chapter
and Title

Reading Skills Focus

Structure Focus

Follow-up Activities
Skills Focus

Unit 5
International
Scientists

Page 159

+ CNN® Video
Report:

Albert Einstein

« Surfing the
Internet:
Nobel Prize
Page 199—Page
200

Chapter 9
Alfred Nobel: A
Man of Peace
Page 160

Choosing Nobel
Prize Winners
Page 174

« Preview photos with prereading
questions

« Understand True/False, Multiple Choice,
Short Answer questions

« Skim for main ideas

« Scan for information using a graphic

organizer to take notes

Use context clues to understand

vocabulary

Make inferences

Draw conclusions

Choose dictionary definitions

Understand content area vocabulary

about Alfred Nobel and the Nobel Peace

Prize

« Identify parts of speech in con-
text: nouns and verbs

Recognize the suffixes: -ion,
-ation, and -ment

Use singular and plural nouns,
positive and negative verb
forms and simple present tense
appropriately in sentences

« Listening-Speaking: Work with
a committee to create a plan
for a new Nobel category and
vote as a class

« Writing: Write instructions;
Write a biography; Write a
support paper arguing in favor
of someone; Make a list from
research at the library; Write a
descriptive journal entry

Chapter 10
Marie Curie: A
Twentieth-
Century Woman
Page 179

Irene Curie
Page 193

Preview photos with prereading
questions

Understand True/False, Multiple Choice,
Short Answer questions

Skim for main ideas

Scan for information

Take notes on a timeline and explain
notes

Use context clues to understand
vocabulary

Make inferences; draw conclusions
Choose dictionary definitions
Understand content area vocabulary
about Marie Curie, Irene Curie, and their
scientific experiments

.

.

Identify parts of speech in
context: nouns, verbs, and
adjectives

Recognize nouns by the suffix:
-ance, -ence, or -ness

Use singular and plural nouns,
positive and negative verb
forms and simple present tense
appropriately in sentences

Listening-Speaking: Create a
list with a partner; Listen for
information; Compare ideas;
Discuss

Writing: Fill out a chart with
ideas from a partner discus-
sion; Write a descriptive para-
graph or explanatory
paragraph; Write a brief com-
parison; Write a process para-
graph; Write a biography
and/or autobiography; Write
ajournal entry




CNN® Video Report
and Internet Topics

SKILLS

Chapter
and Title

Reading Skills Focus

Structure Focus

Follow-up Activities
Skills Focus

Unité
The Earth’s
Resources
and Dangers

Page 201

* CNN® Video
Report:
Solar Roofs

* Surfing the
Internet:
Alternative

Energy and Solar

Roofs Initiative

Chapter 11
Oil asan
Important World
Resource
Page 202

The DOIT
Homestead
Page 217

.

Generate a list to activate background
knowledge

View diagram and fill out flowchart
with information

Understand True/False, Multiple Choice,
Short Answer questions

Use a flowchart to take notes

Skim for main idea

Scan for information using a graphic
organizer to take notes

Use context clues to understand
vocabulary about oil production

Make inferences; draw conclusions
Choose dictionary definitions

Read, understand, and extract informa-
tion from diagrams, a map, and a
numerical table

* Identify parts of speech in
context: nouns, verbs, and
adjectives

* Recognize nouns by the suffix:
-tion

Use singular and plural nouns,
positive and negative verb
forms and simple present tense
appropriately in sentences

* Listening-Speaking: Create a list
with a partner; Listen for infor-
mation; Compare ideas

* Writing: Fill out a chart with
ideas from a partner discus-
sion; Write a descriptive para-
graph; Write a process
paragraph; Write a journal
entry

Chapter 12
How
Earthquakes
Happen
Page 223

A Survivor’s
Story
Page 238

.

Use title to understand main idea
View photos with prereading
questions

Understand True/False, Multiple Choice,
Short Answer questions

Use a flowchart to take notes

Skim for main idea

Scan for information using a graphic
organizer to take notes

Use context clues to understand
vocabulary about earthquakes
Make inferences; draw conclusions

.

Identify parts of speech in
context: nouns, verbs, and
adjectives

* Recognize nouns by the
suffix: -ment

Use singular and plural nouns
and positive and negative
verb forms appropriately in
sentences

Listening-Speaking: Interview
someone; Give reasons and
explanations; Create a list
with a classmate; Generate an
action plan with a team

Writing: Write a composition
from interview notes; Write a
list of instructions; Write a
journal entry describing a real
or imaginary experience

Page 246 + Choose dictionary definitions
* Read and draw information from a
diagram, a map, and a numerical table
Word List

Page 247




How to Use This Book

Every chapter in this book consists of the followmg

Prereadmg Preparation | N 32
Reading the Passage A TORBI0 &
Fact-Finding Exercise

Skimming and Scanning Exercise
Reading Analysis

Think About It

chtlonary Skills

Word Forms

Another Look

Follow‘up Activities

Topics for Discussion and ertlng
Grammar Cloze Quiz

¥
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At the end of each unit there is a discussion section, which ties together the related
topics in the two chapters for that unit, as well as CNN® video and Internet
activities. The word list is at the end of the book.

The format of each chapter in: the book is consistent. Although each chapter
«can be done entirely in class, some exercises may be assigned for homework. This,
of course, depends on the individual teacher s preference as well as the availability
of class time.-

Prereading Preparation

This prereading activity is designed to activate students’ background knowledge,
stimulate students’ interest and provide preliminary vocabulary for the passage
itself. The importance of prereading preparation should not be underestimated.
Studies have shown the positive effect of prereading preparation in motivating stu-
dents’ interest and in enhancing reading comprehension. In fact, prereading




discussion in general and discussion of visuals have been shown to be very effec-
tive in improving reading comprehension. Students need to spend time describing
and discussing the illustrations as well as the prereading questions. Furthermore,
the students should try to relate the topic to their own experience, and try to pre-
dict what they are going to read about. The teacher can facilitate the students’ dis-
cussions by writing their guesses and predictions about the reading on the
blackboard. This procedure helps motivate students’ interest by providing a reason
for reading. This process also helps the teacher evaluate the students’ knowledge
of the content they are about to read so they can be provided with additional
background information where needed. The students can review their predictions
after they have read the passage in order to check their predictions for accuracy.
The important point to keep in mind is not whether the students’ guesses are cor-
rect, but rather that they think about the reading beforehand and formulate pre-
dictions about the text. Once the students have considered the title, accompanying
illustration, and prereading questions, they are ready to read the passage.

Reading the Passage

As the students read the passage for the first time, they should be encouraged to
read ideas. In English, ideas are groups of words in sentences and in paragraphs,
not in individual words. After the students read the passage to themselves, the
teacher may want to read the passage aloud to the students. At lower levels, stu-
dents are very eager to learn pronunciation, and feel that this practice is helpful to
them. Moreover, reading aloud provides the students with an appropriate model
for pronunciation and intonation, and helps them hear how words are grouped
together by meaning,

Students may wish to maintain individual records of their reading rate.
They can keep track of the time it takes them to read a passage for the first time,
then record the length of time it takes them to read it a second time. Students
should be encouraged to read text from beginning to end without stopping, and to
read at a steady pace, reading words in meaningful groups or phrases. Once they
have established a base time for reading, they can work to improve their reading
rate as they progress through the book.

Fact-Finding Exercise

After the first reading, students will have a general idea of the information in the
passage. The purpose of the Fact-Finding Exercise is to check the students’ gen-
eral comprehension. The students will read the True/False statements and check




whether they are true or false. If the statement is false, the students will go back to
the passage and find the line(s) which contain the correct information. They will
then rewrite the statement so that it becomes true. This activity can be done indi-
vidually or in pairs. Doing this exercise in pairs allows the students to discuss
their answers with their partner, and to explain their reasons for deciding if a
statement is true or false. When all of the students have finished the exercise, they
can report their answers to the class.

Skimming and Scanning Exercise

Students need practice with the two skills of skimming a reading for the main
idea, and scanning it for specific information. Before doing this exercise, the
teacher should make it clear to the students the difference in purpose between
skimming and scanning, and explain that each activity requires a different way to
read. When skimming, it will be helpful for the students to keep the title in mind,
and to ask themselves, “What is this reading telling me about?” In the first part of
the activity, students are asked to read the passage a second time in order to
understand the main idea of the reading. When preparing students for this exer-
cise, the teacher should encourage the students to ignore unknown vocabulary,
and to focus on understanding the most important idea of the reading. When
going over the exercise, the teacher should discuss with the students why the
other answers are incorrect. In the second part of the activity, students should be
instructed to read the passage carefully again and to pay attention to details. They
will complete the chart or outline, or answer the questions on specific information
in the passage, and compare their answers with a classmate’s. The pairs of stu-
dents can then refer back to the passage and check their answers. When the class
is finished, one or more students can complete the chart or outline on the board so
the students can check and discuss their answers as a whole group.

Reading Analysis

At this point, the students have read the passage at least three times, and should
be familiar with the main idea and the content of the reading. The Reading
Analysis exercise gives students an opportunity to learn new vocabulary from
context. In this exercise, the students will read each question and answer it. This
exercise requires the students to think about the meanings of words and phrases,
the structure of sentences and paragraphs, and the relationships of ideas to each
other. This exercise is very effective when done in pairs or groups. It may also be
done individually, but working together gives the students an excellent




opportunity to discuss possible answers.

Think About It

The goal of the exercise is for the students to go beyond the reading itself to form
their own ideas and opinions on aspects of the topic discussed. The students
reflect on the content of the reading, and think about the implications of the infor.
mation they have read. The students can work on these questions as an individual
writing exercise or orally as a small-group discussion activity. In this activity,
students are encouraged to use the vocabulary they have been learning.

Dictionary Skills

The entries in this section have been taken from The Newbury House Dictionary. This
exercise provides students with much needed practice in using an English-English
dictionary and in selecting the appropriate dictionary entry for an unknown word.
The students are given a dictionary entry for one of the words in the text. A sen-
tence containing the unknown word is provided below the entry. The students
read the entry and select the appropriate definition, given the context provided.
Students need to understand that this is not always a clear process; some entries
are similar. They should be encouraged to carefully read all of the possible defini-
tions in the context in which the word is given, and to consider which meaning
makes the most sense, given the context. After selecting the appropriate entry, the
students read two or three sentences, and choose which one conveys the meaning
of the definition selected. The students can work in pairs on this exercise and
report back to the class. They should be prepared to justify their choice.

Word Forms

Students often know one form of a word but do not recognize it in a different
form. This exercise gives the students practice in seeing the noun, verb, adjective,
and adverb forms of vocabulary which appear in the readings. As an introduction
to the word form exercises in this book, it is recommended that the teacher first
review parts of speech, especially verbs, nouns, adjectives, and adverbs. Teachers
should point out each word form’s position in a sentence. Students will develop a
sense for which part of speech is missing in a given sentence. Teachers should also
point out clues to tense and number, and whether an idea is affirmative or nega-
tive. Each section has its own instructions, depending on the particular pattern
that is being introduced. For example, in the section containing words which take

 Introduction




-tion in the noun form, the teacher can explain that in this exercise the student will
look at the verb and noun forms of two types of words that use the suffix

_ -tion in their noun form. (1) Some words simply add -tion to the verb: suggest/
suggestion; if the word ends in ¢, the ¢ is dropped first: produce/production;

(2) other words can drop the final ¢ and add -ation: examine/examination. The
teacher can use the examples given in the directions for each chapter’s Word Form
section and make up sentences to see that the students understand the exercise.
This exercise is very effective when done in pairs because students can discuss
their answers. After students have a working knowledge of this type of exercise, it
can be assigned for homework.

Another Look

The second reading in the chapters provides another point of view, or an addi-
tional topic, related to the main reading. The students should focus on general
comprehension, on relating this reading to the primary reading; and on considering
the ideas and information as they engage in the Follow-up Activities and Topics for
Discussion and Writing, It is not necessary to spend additional time on unfamiliar
vocabulary, unless it interferes with the students’ ability to respond to the questions.

Follow-up Activities

This section contains various activities appropriate to the information in the pas-
sages. Some activities are designed for pair and small group work. Students are
encouraged to use the information and vocabulary from the passages both orally
and in writing. The teacher may also use these questions and activities as home or
in-class assignments. The Follow-up Activities help the students interact with the
real world because many exercises require the students to go outside the class-
room to get specific information. They are not limited to speaking, reading, or
learning in the classroom.

Topics for Discussion and Writing

This section provides ideas or questions for the students to think about and/or
work on alone, in pairs, or in small groups. Students are encouraged to use the
information and vocabulary from the passages both orally and in their writing. The
writing assignments may be done entirely in class, begun in class and finished at
home, or done at home. The last activity in this section is a journal-writing assign-
ment that provides the students with an opportunity to reflect on the topic in the
chapter and respond to it in some personal way. Students should be encouraged to




keep a journal and to write in it regularly. The students’ journal writing may be
purely personal, or the students may choose to have the teacher read them. If the
teacher reads them, the journals should be considered a free writing activity, and
should be responded to rather than corrected.

Grammar Cloze Quiz

The Grammar Cloze Quiz in each chapter serves as a final review of the primary
reading. The quiz is guided and varies throughout the text. In each Grammar Cloze
Quiz, certain types of words are missing. These words may be articles, preposi-
tions, verbs, or pronouns. Students can work on the quiz alone, and then compare
their answers with a partner’s, or they may do them alone and the teacher can
check their answers.

Discussion

This section contains one or two questions which help the students connect the
related topics in the two chapters for that unit. The questions may be discussed in
class or assigned as written homework.

CNN®Video and Internet Activities

At the end of each unit are optional activities designed to accompany one of the
topics presented in each unit. The authentic CNN® videos were chosen to con-
tinue concepts presented in the readings, to reinforce vocabulary learned, and to
encourage individual interest as well as group discussion. The optional Internet
activities encourage students to explore information learned in Insights for Today
through the technology available to them at school, in the library, or at home.

Word List

This section contains new words, phrases and expressions, proper names from all
the chapters. It is located after the last chapter.
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Skills
Introduction

=

UNIT 1: Today’s Travelers 1
Chapter 1 A Family Sees America Together
A Family Sees America Together 2
An American Family travels across the country in a van. They want
to see all 50 states and meet the different people of the United
States.
Courtney’s Texas—Big History, Big Cities, Big Hearts 11
The daughter of the family writes in her journal every day. She
describes the places and the people. Today, she writes about Texas.
Chapter 2 Volunteer Vacations
Volunteer Vacations 16
Many people like to take a vacation to relax. But some people use
their vacations to do something different: they do volunteer work
to help others.
Who Volunteers? ‘ 26
Many different kinds of people are volunteers. Some are young
college graduates; others are senior citizens. But they all enjoy
the work!

UNIT 2: Family Life 33

Chapter 3 How Alike Are Identical Twins?
How Alike Are Identical Twins? ' 34
Identical twins are not very common. Scientists study them to
understand their differences and similarities.
Diary of a Triplet Father 47
This father has triplets! In his diary, he describes his busy life
with his three children.

Chapter 4 The Search for Happiness Through Adoption
The Search for Happiness Through Adoption 52
People adopt children for different reasons. However, they all love




their adopted children and want a happy life together.

Diary of an Adoptive Mother 66
A woman is adopting a child from another country. In her diary

she writes about her feelings, her hopes, and her dreams.

UNIT 3: Technology in Our Everyday Lives 75

Chapter 5 Laptops for the Classroom
Laptops for the Classroom 76
Some American universities give their students laptop computers
to use for school work. Students can study anywhere!
Banking at Home 90
Many people can do all their banking without going to the bank.
Instead,they can use their computers at home.

Chapter 6 A New Way to Go
A New Way to Go 95
New scooters can take you anywhere. They are faster than walking,
and they save energy, too. '
Young Inventors 106
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