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Preface

issolubly related to human hemgs.

During the course ol the development of world civilization, alcoholic drinks were n
Therefore, wine culture, a culture peculiar to human society, came into being. China was one of the countries which produced
aleoholic drinks the first and the most in the world. The production of winebottles and drinking vessels which emerged 1ogether with
wine has a long history, Wine containers meluding the “jars”, "pots” and “three legged vessel” made in the Xia, Shang and Zhou
dynasties and different shapes of modern bottles made of dilferent materials such as glass, pottery and porcelain, show the Chinese
people’s superh technigue in wine packing. With the further opening-up and exchange of commodities with foreign countries, exotic
botiles a will come into your sihgt in endless array. Winehattles of different shapes, colours and stvles have become a colourful
cultutral scene, whether you are interested or not. Te will surely influence vour desire for consumption, test your aesthetics and mould
your artistic value, ..

The study of wine culture has long focused on the quality of wine and the relationship between wine and human beings. But
winebottles, the carrier of wine, are ignored or scarcely touched upon. In fact, as the carrier of wine, winebotiles, esperially the
creation, design and manufecture of artistic winebottles, represent not only the standards of culture, arts, science and technology of a
ceriain period, bul also the living standards, social conceprs, national customs and aesthetic values. N is a pity that no one would
collect and summarize them and study them as a cultural phenomenon systematicallv. The usual case is that, after the wine is drunk,
winebottles, including those ceramic hottles of high cultural value, would be thrown away as wastes. Even if there are sotne
appreciators, they only play with winebottles or place them somewhere for temporary show. The winebattles cannot be lifted out of
the destiny 1o be thrown away or bioken, Some people want 1o collect them, bue it is difficult for them to find and store them.

Don’t worry that there are no appreciators in the world; there are surely observant and conscientious people. Hased on his many
years' study of commercial culture, Mr Li Fumin, senior lecturer and headmaster of Zaozhuang Secondary Vacational Arts School of
Shandong Province, found that the artistic winebottle is an assemblage of literature, calligraphy, painting, sculpture, and the art of
ceramics and glassware. They have not only practical and economic values, but also high cultural and aesthetic values. Therefore, Mr
Li spent his spare time going to famous wineries, collection depors, markets and restaurants or asked his relatives and friends for
artistic winebotiles. He has collevied more than ten thousand artistic winebottles in the past 20 vears. He's also stored, registered,
numbered and displayed them. His collections are so various, cover so many subiects, and are of so high cultural and artistic values

tion in 1994

that he is surely the first one in the country. His collection caused a sensation at home and abroad. Only the first exhi
drew tens of thousands of domestic and foreign visitors. News agencies and newspapers, such as Xinhua News Agency, CUTV, Radio

Beijing, and the People’s Duily, reported or introduced 1he exhibition on special topics. He was included in the Giuinness Book of

World Records in 1996 for his 10, 026 artistic winebottles and thus he became one of the {amous collectors. The USA, Japan,
Singapore and Korea invited Mr Li 1o show his bottles successively. What's gratifving is that “The First All-China Conference on

Winebattle Culture” was held on July 10th, 1997 in his hame 1own. Specialisi

scholars, collectors and representatives of enterprises
from all over the country discussed tentarively the concept of “Winebottle Culture™ put forward by him, its intension and extension,
its position in human culture and its function under the circumstance of market economy . { For more detail see the article My Cpinion
of Winebottle Calture) All the participants held 1he same opinion that Mr Li's collection and study represent and promoted the new
trend of winebottle collection in our country. His bottles set a new record in the special study of winebottle culture, enriched Chinese
wine culture and bottle culture and will surely exert some influence on packing technology, production and marketing of wine and the
collection in China.

Inorder that wineries and related specialsts, scholars and collectors could share Mr Li's great success, Shandong Friendship
Publishing House has selected 1700 pieces from his collection of more than ten thousand pieces and photographed them. And these

photos will be compiled into a book which will be sold ar home and abroad. 1t is reported thar this will be the anly book about

“winebottle culture” which contains mainly pictures as well as words

n China and in the world. It is also an assemblage of Chinese
bottle culture and the first canon of bottles. We are sure that its publication and distribution will be welcomed by the circles of
culture, art, collection, administration of culiural relics and museun, and will play its proper role,

Editorial Board of A Collection of the Pick of Chinese Winebottles
May 1998
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The Art of Winebottles and 1

Li Fumin

All this piece of writing is full of the lover's honeyed words.

My heart is filled with tears of winebottles.

Who says that the writer is crazy?

Only friends can understand the interest.

A verse written after the first poem in
The Dream of Red Mansions

[

[ returned to the city as an educated youth and started to work in Tengzhou No. 1 Cigarette and Wine Shop in 1977. Driven by
the needs of my career and curiosity, 1 began to appreciate and study the art of winebortles and 1o go in for collection.

“Reading should help to improve intelligence; collecting bottles will increase one’s knowledge.” I've undergane a process from
just loving and appreciating winebottles 1o collecting and studying them, or in other words, from “loving artistic winebottles” to
“being crazy about the art of winebottles”. In fact, it is a process from perceptual knowledge to rational knowledge, from the
appearance to the essence. (In those years | could not give proper names to the bottles, [ only called them “special-shaped bottles” or
“strange bottles”. ) “If you want to understand winebottles, you have to read many many baoks.” With the change of position and
the increase in learning and life experience in the past 20 years, I became more and mare interested in the art of winebotiles and felt
deeply that my experience and knowledge were not enough. Facing the increasing collections and questionable points, 1 felt there were
so many winebottles for my eyes 1o take in and [ was puzzled. ..

As the saying goes, “A person of no aspirations makes frequent resolves; And a firmly determined person makes a lofty resolve. ™
“Nothing is so difficult for a man of high aspirations; a man with no ideals cannot win even an easy success. " I'm a man of a strong
will and will do to the end anyting I have determined to do. It is a difficult thing to achieve something, especially something which
cannot be understood even by his family members. It is more difficult for me because [ have worked as “a head of a production team”
since 1989 in charge of Tengzhou Secondary Vaocational School for Commercial Workers and Zaozhuang Secondary Vocational Arts
School. (These two schools combined into one. ) T have to take care of all matters, big and small. 1 live in the school and work all day

long with no holidays. T snatch any possible lirtle leisure from my busy life 10 look for winebottles, and I've found many artistic

winebottles. 1 have no secret of success. But 1 am serious in doing things: too serious to be understood by others. “Pay attention
to the proper words; collect the cream out of tens of thousands of bottles. " This is the portrayal of me. After more than 20 years, 1

succeeded .

1|

Rodin, a famous artist, once said: “There is beauty everywhere, but people usually lack the eye for beauty. " There are no wastes
in the world but only wealth laid in the wrang place. Winebottles are what [ think, what I smell, what I look for and surely what I
collect. Winebottles are the greatest material and spiritual wealth according to my comprehension. Therefore, in my mind’s eye,
winebottles are the “first bottles” of life. ( This conclusion is drawn because, compared with other articles of daily use, the production
of winebottles is the most, their shapes are the most and they are most widely and frequently used. ) The world is full of winebottles.

There are winebottles everywhere, but they are not all beautiful. They become a generally acknowledged art only after cultural
analysing and artistic grouping. The saying “(One tree does not make a forest. " explains the point vividly. Tt is also an art of appraisal
and dicovery to choose a valuable one out of tens of thousands of winebottles at wine bortle collecting centres just as to discover stone
culture in ravines. Seeing s0 many excellent bottles thrown away or broken, [ felt sorry for them and managed with great difficulty to
rescue more than ten thousand artistic winehottles, braving others’ jeers. I also established the first exhibition hall for artistic
winebottles, held the first “Exhibition of Chinese and Foreign Artistic Winebottles”, initiated and undertook “The First All-China
Conference on Winebottle Culture”, set a new Guinness warld record, created couplets and poems about winebottles and made
rubbings of the one hundred seal characters" " ( Wine) and the one hundred seal characters “#" ( Bortle) .
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Mao Zedong once said: “We may not understand immediately what we have felt; We can only sense thouroughly what we have
understood, " Goethe explained the true meaning of art more directly and originally: * The real life of art lies in the grasp and acount of
isolated special things. " The real life and value of the art of winebottles lie also in the grasp and acount of the special thing—— “the
art of winebottles, a unique cultural phenomencn formed by artistic bottles”. The “art of winebottles” as a concept or cultural
phenomenon to be approved, whether it is tenable or it will exist long and wide and suit both refined and popular tastes, can only be

grasped and acounted on the basis of deep and thourough understanding. Only a clear acount will prove that you have really

understood and grasped it.

]

Collection is prosperous in a flourishing age. Our country changed rapidly from “economic shortage” to “buyers’ markets” after
the reform and opening-up policy was carried out. With the rising of life standards, people will seek for more advanced spiritual and
cultural life. Collection, a popular culture suiting both refined and popular tastes, will certainly be one of their spiritual pursuits. [t
has been proved practically by the present eraze for collection which is running higher and spreading all over the country from large
and medium-sized cities. Mr Shi Shuqing, chairman of the Chinese Collectors Association, thinks: “Callection is a conscious activity
peculiar to human beings and a cultural activity of human beings 1o collect, store, appreciate, seek knowledge from, study, and
exchange all the valuable things which can be collected.” The ohjects of collection “cover nearly all the aspects of human life”.
Artistic winehottles, especially ceramic bottles, are close to life and of various colours and designs, and loved by the masses. New
artistic winebottles are constantly emerging. Therefore, they should be one of the main objects for many collectors to run after. Even
in my childhood, [ already liked to collect small bottles.

In fact, collection of artistic bottles has existed a long time abroad and there are many participants. All the bottles mentioned
here are not winebottles, but winebottles make up the main part. Bottle collectors in the world are usually people of high status, such
as officials, commmercial magnates and scholars. Bottle collection is most popular in the United Kingdom. People would bring bottles
with them when they go out in order to exchange them at any time. An interesting thing in life is 1o find a bottle worth collecting and
unseen before. It is the most amusing thing for those people walking along the sea to pick up a bottle floating over from the opposite
side of the ocean. Elizabeth I, queen of the United Kingdom, farbade common people to open floating bottles even they picked them
up by themselves. This shows one aspect of the valuation of bottles by a country. When Premier Zhou Enlai visited Yugoslavia in
those years. Mr Tito asked Zhou to see his collection of winebottles in his residence. The Chinese bottles of Maotai and Zhuyeging
among his collections expressed his blessing on Premier Zhou and his wishes for the everlasting friendship between the two countries.
Here winebottles had become the methad 1o improve public relation and the symbol of friendshop unreplaceable by any other forms.
This precious movement was telecasted and it remains fresh in the witnesses' memory.

v

In many people’s opinion, winebottles, including those ceramic bottles of high cultural value, are only packages and they have
little difference with common wastes of life. Sometimes a few scholars think that they are worth appreciation and place them in their
sitting rooms or their studies. But they can not free themselves from being thrown away or broken.

[t is well known that China is the most famous country of ceramics which has an ancient civilizaton in the world. Our ancesters
started to make and use pottery early in the Neolithic Age more 8,000 years ago. China is alsa the birthplace of ceramics and the first
country to produce porcelain. Porcelain is also called “china” in English the same as China. Thus 1o a certain extent, the Chinese
people are both the descendants of the dragon and ceramics. As the descendants of ceramics, how should we study and treasure our
ceramic culture? Mr Li Zhiyan, a famous specialist in ceramics of our country, holds the opinion that ceramics ought to be an
important part of the rich splendid cultural relics of our country.

Nowadays, 90% of the winebottles collected by many domestic collectors are made of pottery or porcelian and (10% are made of
glass, wood, bamboo, or metal.) They are surely of high historic, cultural, economic, scientific and artistic values because ever since
the primitive society, ceramics have been made in accordance with aesthetic laws. All ceramics, including the simple and narural
pottery of great antiquity, the various pure ceramics of the Sui and Tang dynasties, the simple and refined ceramics of the twa Song
dynasties, and the brightcoloured and heautful ceramics of the Ming and Qing dynasties, record the footprint of art, resound with
historical sounds, and represent the ancient civilization of the Chinese people. Seeing them, people will meditate on the past. .. The

creation of ceramic winebottles were not restrained {Ceramic winebotiles were mostly made in folk kilns), and any possible materials
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were used. The winebottles were of superb technigue and various shapes. Consequently we can say that the art of winebortles is the
richest, truest and most comprehensive representative of the ceramic culture of the past dynasties. In the long history, ceramic
winebottles were more closely linked 10 people’s life than any other utensils. Artisite winebottles represent most vividly the Chinese

people's customs, aesthetic value, outlook on life and their dispositions. They are both articles of daily use and works of art which are
full of national flavour.
\r.'

In my opinion, artistic winebottles are not only silent poems, stereoscope paintings, solidified music and floating sculptures but
also the vivid life of ceramue art, the real portraval of social culture and a condensed life. A winebotetle is a prece of history. A group
of winebottles is a string of stories; A tvpe of winebottles is the moulding of a soul. And a special subject is the birth of a goup of
artistic lives, They refllect people’s different pursuits of life and beauty in different ages. 1 get 1o revel in them unconsciously and enter
the realm that winebottles are in my heart and my heart 15 in the winebottles and the bottles and 1 mix into a unity. Therefore, the
[ollowing opinions which are almost crazy came info being—-courtyards are not attractive without bottles. Studies are not elegant
without hottles. Sitting rooms are not beautiful without hottles. Bed rooms are not safe without botiles. Sleep is not sound without
bottles. Foods are tasteless without bottles. I can’t drink 1o my heart's contend without bottles. T can't savour tea without bottles.
Games are not interesting without bottles. Talking is not free or fluent without bottles. Singing is not loud without bottles. The eyes
are not bright without bottles. The ears are not sharp without bottles. The four limbs are not deterous without hottles. Thinking is
not keen without bottles, Creation is not quick without bottles. Calligraphy is not vivid without bottles. Essays are not good without
bottles. T will not chant poems without hottles. Lectuies are not real without bottles. Information 1s not accessible withour botthes.
I will not feel happy without botles on me. People are not broad minded without bottles. Lovers will not love each other without
bottles. Old friends are not on intimate terms without bottles. T will not be close 1o those relatives and friends without bottles, T will
not talk 1o my acquaintances without bottles. 1 will not love those children without hottles. [ will feel uneasy going out without
bottles. Schools are not strong without bottles. Key problems can’t be tackled without bottles, Business is not brisk without bottles.
Positions are not firm without battles. The coordinate can't be fixed without bottles. Right and wrong can’t be distinguished without
bottles. The direction is not clear without bortles. Targets will be missed without bottles. Rhythms are not symmetrical without
battles. Development is not fast without bottles, Careers are not prosperous without bottles. Fame can't spread far and wide without
bottles. Prestige is not high without bottles. And iife will not be long without bottles. { These opinions are abbreviated to 43 “without

bottles”. ) These are my unique opinions. 1 act willfully. | have collected ten thousand bettles. They are a completion.,

Vi

Goethe, a great German poel, said: "Collectors are the most lucky people in the world. ™ A collector should be a social activist.
And social activists must be people with enthusiasm and many friends. My collection develops so quickly because enjoy good
popularity and have many {riends. All my Triends are noble persans and [ have also everlasting love for others. “Make friends with
good wine and appreciate good bottles with friends. ™ “Youth is limited but botues are nat: Time is heartless but people are not, " “T
will laugh loudly when [ get an excellent bottle; T will invite my old friends 1o appreciate my botttles when I meet them.” When
parting, T will always say: " Visiting my bottles will bring vou long securitv. ™ Therefore, my friends will think of me when they have
good bottles. They will come 10 see my bottles again with their families and friends. The sources of bottles are always broadening.
My art of winebottles has factually become the art of [riendship, association and congratulation. Sometimes | have to buy some bottles
of wine, because this is the only way to get the hottles. 1 always let the wine in them be drunk by others. What I want are only the
hottles.

Many people, acquainted and unacquainted, have offered me bottles for not hing. Some of them are friends from abroad, such as
Ms Adward, an American, Mr Hoda, a Japanese, and Ms Wang Yunging, a Singaporean. My school and my home are thronged
with visitors. All my family and the peaple around me have come 1o be bottle fans.

I'm especially thankful 1o the reporters of various broadeasting stations, TV stations, newspapers and magazines, They spared
na pains 1o come 1o my school to interview me. Their reports brought me the fame. Radio Beijing broadcasted An Erhibition of
Strange Botties Was Held in a City in China during the Lantern Festival of 1994. The CCTV reported on me three times. Shandong
TV made a fifteen minutes’ special programme shout me. The People's Duily (Market Page), issued a large photo of me. Many

other newspapers, magazines and radio stations also reported on me. These reports made my collection of winebotiles known all over
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the world. Now many wineries are interested in my bottles and some countries even invited me to exhibit my bottles. Therefore I'm

“the most lucky man in the world” .

Vi

"Hold things in the bellv: Stand upnight on the feet.” I'm only an amateur collector. My full-time job is commerce and art
education. For this reason, some people think my collection and study of winebottles have nothing 1o do with education. There are
admonitions, jeers and rumours. However, my many years’ practice and the result have proved that my hobby and my jod are not
contradictory, on the conirary, they complement each other. I van say that my collection improves my educational work. First,
winebottles, as articles of daily use, have use and economic values and, as works of art, have aesthetic value. They are merchandise
as well as art. My collection and study have greatly enriched reaching methods and materials and provided a hasis for inspection,
experiment and test. Second, the reports and increasing visitors heightened the reputation of our school and Zaozhuang, enhanced the
relationship and exchange with other art schools(groups} a1 home and abroad, condensed the artistic atmesphere of our school, and

improved the quality of education and management. “The art of winehottles™ has become a striking signboard generally acknowledged

in and out of my school.

Vi

“The ten-li-long botile exhibition is a stereoscope painting; The ten thousand pieces of seal prints are silent poems. " After many

years of collection and study, 1 found that artistic wineboitles have at least ten “heauties”, the collection of winebottles has at least ten

“interests”, and the study of winebottles has at least ten “helps”, The ten “beauties” are beautiful shapes, beautiful colours, beautiful
materials, beautiful craft, beautiful calligraphy, beautiful paintings, beautiful sculptures, beautiful features, the abstract beauty, and
the beauty of aftertaste. “It is a pleasure to cast all lusis, and il feel better when | get a bottle.” Meditating on the past makes
people think for the future: and reading bottles brings me real interests. The ten * interests” are the interest of looking for {or
finding) a botile, the interest of cleaning, the interest of sorting, the interest of displaving, the interest of appreciating, the interest
of exchanging, the interest of associating, the interest of studying, the interest of using (developing), and the interest of being
accepted. " Perseverance will pave a smooth road; Willpower will apen the door to intelligence. " The ten “helps” are as follows: first,
the callection of bottles helps 1o raise work elficiency, second, the collection of bottles helps to gather and study relative knowledge.

third, the collection of bottles helps to improve eultural exchange between China and the West, fourth, the collection of bottles helps

1o keep the collector in good health and his family in peace, filth, the collection of botiles helps to increase the visitors' knowledge and
mould their temperament. sixth, the collection of bottles helps to make friends and associate, seventh, the collection of bottles helps
to educate the students and bring along others, eighth, the collection of bottles helps to raise packing standards and strengthen

competitiveness of the merchandise, ninth, ihe collection of boriles helps 1o display industrial culture, beawtify the sale surrounding

and attract consumers, tenth, the collection of bottles helps to improve the civilization of all the society. These ten points can also be

considered as the function of the art of winebottles and the practical significance of the study of winebattle culture.

X

“God helps those who help themselves, My hobby and my awn job are greatly supported and acknowledged by people of insight

at home and abroad. In 1996, [ set 4 brand new record for my 10,026 artstic winebottles the largest collection of winebottles
and got a certificate { No. 00298} issued by Shanghai Headquaters of Guinness Records. [ was included in the Guinness BooK of
World Records published in October, 1997. My purpose of bottle collection is not 1o appreciate them or 1o set a record, but to study
them and to achieve somerhing.

First, based an my expericnee and understanding of my collection —the artistic winebotiles, 1 created thousands of couplets
about winebattles. These couplets can be divided into ten categories, i.e., “how 10 conduct oneself”, * expression of ambitions™,
“aesthetic mood”, “friendship”, “collection”, “education”, "family”, “welcoming in spring”, and “description of things”. 1 used
onamatopoeias, punning words, and phonetic loan characters in these couplets. The content of these couplets is elosely linked 10 my
work. These couplers have enriched wine bortle culture and formed a new branch of couplet culture in our country,

Sccond, 1 made rubbings of vne hundred seal characters “@" (wine) and cne hundred seal characters “H" (bottle) with my
colleagues. These rubbings blended ancient Chinese characters, “bottle culture”™ and seal cutting into a unity. They symbolize that the

country 1s prosperous and the people live in peace. They concentrated the wine packing culture with “winchottles™ as its carrier on a
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piece of paper. They are simple and elegant. They help people to realize the rich Chinese character culture and the artistic charm of
the colourful “art of winebottles™. They are of high cultural value and worth collecting. They are paid close attention and highly
valued by friends from Japan, Singapore and other countries. They remedied the defect of the scripts of one hundred characters “ 3"
(blessing) and one hundred characters " %" (longevity) which are not suitable to exchange under new conditions. Rubbings of one
hundred seal characters " "(wine) and one hundred seal characters “Hi"(bottle) have been presented to Japanese friends by Qing
Yiacji, former major of Zaozhuang City, as treasures of the city.

Mr Honda, a famous Japanese scholar and calligrapher, gave me two couplets: “Drink the same wine; bottles convey the
friendship between the two countries. " Many officials and scholars in Tokyo and other Japanese cities speak highly of my rubbings and
couplets. The insiders think that “the art of winebottles™ has become an associating culture peculiar 1o Tengzhou and the envoy of

friendship to spead {riendship all over the world.

X

“I have made up my mind to find all the artisitc winebottles: I will write books to expound my own theory. " I dare to do the
most difficult thing in life; [ wish to read the books of the forever peaceful world. " [ have realized by my behavior the motto: “Play
with bottles to exploit intefligence and collect bottles to train useful persons, to guide consumption and to serve management. "{ Many
wine producers and salesmen come to see me. 1 recieve them warmly, offer them my advice and sample bottles gratis. ) I'm more than
40 years old. Although I look like an old man, [ think: “Since | have collected one thousand books, my ambition drives me not o
admit my old age. Since | have collected ten thousand bottles, my happiness makes me younger. "1 hope that 1 can gel an artistic
bottle every other day; 1've decided to read some useful books after the age of 40, "I will love winebottles and my career forever. " (1
myself wrote all the couplets about winebotiles in this article. }

At last T want to end this article with the following poem:

Having been ardently fond of the art of bottles for 20 years,
Never have | thought the collection of bottles so important.,
My purpose is not to be included in the Guinness Book.
Fortunately my collection has become a grand sight.

I'm indissolubly bonded to winebartles for long.

A new scene has appeared in my school.

Don’t say that one is physically week after the age of 40.

I'm in my prime of educational work and the study of bottles.

May, 1998 at Zaozhuang Secondary Vocational Arts School
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Bottle Decorated with One Hundred Chi-
nese Characters “ 18 " ( Blessings) for
Comrade Deng Xiaoping's 90th Birthday
Height: 21 5em

Belly Diameter: 13cm
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Bottle Decarated with One Hundred Chi-
nese Characters “ %5 " ( Longevity ) for
Comrade Deng Xiaoping's 90th Birthday

Height:21 . Sem
Belly Diameter: 13cm
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Botile Decorated with the Photos of Chair-
man Mao and the Ten Marshals
Height: 24 Sem

Belly Diameter:9.Sem
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The Bottle Specially Used at the 4th Unit-
ed States Conference on Women

Height: 25¢m

Belly Diameter: 8. Sem
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The Mark on the Bottle Specially Used at
the 4th United States Conference on

Women
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Wine Pot Made During the *Cultural Rev-
lution” Engraved with “1t's a shame
st and an honour to practise thrit. *







