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Taiwan Contemporary Art Series (Thoughts of Art)

Abstract

Ever since the 1960s, the ecological crisis has triggered various concerns towards environmental issues. Such a ten-
dency not only permeates but also radiates into every walks of life. For years, Art is inherited with the essence of reflecting
the contemporary spirit as well as critical societal issues. The current hazardous environment alarms people to meditate on
taking protective measures, which is also revealed in art pieces of the time. Since the1970s, artists around the world have
arised to declare their insightful thoughts regarding this very issue. These artists, along with their creations, apply different
aesthetic languages to convey a caring yet anxious attitude when facing the calamity of Nature. Taiwanese art,
inevitably, resonates with the global voices and trend. In addition to the wave of western art, the rise of Taiwanese environ-
mental-care art is attributed to pollutions and endangered local environment. It also induces a close interaction between

environmental trend and the art development in the 1990s.

Regardless how "art" responds to "environment’, the later has many fundamental influences on the former. Art,
changing with time, also imposes irreplaceable contribution and function on various aspects of environment. The natural
tie seizing the two subjects bears evidence on environmental-care art: the environmental trend/crisis to the rise of environ-

mental-care art is obviously a matter of cause and effect.

Taiwan locates a unique geographical and ecological site. It breeds an environment of Island Ecology that counts
the most precious asset of its residents. Nevertheless, being subjected to a three-hundred-year ruling by foreign regimes
and the pursuit of development in recent 50 years has deteriorated the environment. It shows profound impact on resi-
dents' life and accordingly catches great attentions island-wide. Taiwanese artists' care towards their motherland can
trace back to the sketch advocated by Japanese during the Colonized Period. The focus of geographical features carried
all the way into the Native Soil Movement. This movement leads artists to retrospect on the glamorous Formosa and there-
fore is called as the predecessor of Taiwan Environment-Care Art. Shiy De-jinn, who calls for reserving paddy fields and tra-
ditional architecture, can be regarded as the pioneer amongst all the environmental-care artists. In the1980s, due to the
local environment drifting into a downward spiral, artistic works of ecological issues eventually emerged and got prosperous
since the 1990s.

Taiwanese artists tinged with innovation and avant-garde begin to execute their social influence. They manifest the
refrospection and attention made on environmental crisis in their art pieces. We intend to introduce Taiwan Environment-
Care artists and their creations under such a circumstance. Different time frames may these artists inlaid, the environmental
issues stands as the sole concept in their art pieces. We shall explore the correlation of the concept and its background

environment, its role in art history, and further more, its influence and future in Taiwanese art.
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