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E-mail Phones

Do you send and receive more phone calls or e-mail?

When you’re looking for information, do you reach for the World
Book Encyclopedia or the World Wide Web? If your answers are e-mail
and the Web, or you wish they were', then a new brand of
telecommunications device variously called an e-mail phone or Internet
phone’ may soon find its way into your kitchen or living room.

What’s an e-mail phone, or e-phone for short? Essentially, it’s the
merger of telephone and computer — or at least an attractive part of
what a computer provides. With most of these new screen phones, that
means being able to read and reply to electronic mail directly from the
phone’, without booting up (or even owning) a PC. With some, it also
means being able to search the Web to make vacation plans or research
homework assignments, although at slow speeds and on a rather small
screen'. And you can still make phone calls, too.

No computer experience is required to use an e-phone. Most let you
sign up with your choice of Internet service provider (ISP). Some
phones offer a preselected menu of ISPs, which can make getting
started even easier’. Ironically, it’s harder to set up an Internet phone if
you already have an e-mail account.® You’ll need to get a battery of
arcane information from your current ISP. )

To access your e-mail account from one of these phones you
typically have to select e-mail service from a menu. Phones with touch-
screens have an icon for that on the opening screen. For other phones,

you press one of the buttons lining the bottom or sides of the display,

10

15

20
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much as with an ATM machine. The phone then calls your ISP. When 25
the ISP picks up, the phone automatically transfers your account name

and password. Once accepted’, the ISP will start sending the phone
your messages. They appear in a list with the name of the sender, the
subject of the message, and the date the message was sent’. By
touching the item you want to read or hitting a button next to it, the 30
message will be displayed. Once you’ve read it, you can reply to the
message, move on to the next one, or with most phones, delete the
message from your account. You can check several times a day
automatically.

One serious drawback to e-mail phone is that none of these models 35
can receive (or send) attached files®, whether they contain documents
or graphics. And since exchanging pictures of the kids or grandkids via
e-mail appendages'® has become one of the more appealing aspects of
electronic messaging, that’s real loss. Some phones will attempt to
display simple text files as part of the message, but other types of files 40
will appear as gibberish, or not at all. If you share the e-mail account
with a PC and don’t delete the message, however, you can usually
retrieve the message and file on your computer.

Starting a Web browsing session is similar to retrieving your
e-mail. You touch a button or screen icon and the phone dials your ISP. 45
Once connected the default page is displayed. The quality of the
graphics is surprisingly good on these phones, but the images are not as
big or as sharp as on desktop PCs. And the Web browsers built into
these phones are more limited than on their PC counterparts. Often,
the software doesn’t recognize some formatting codes, so pictures can 50
pop up in odd locations.

Are e-phones really ready for the kitchen? Maybe.

New Words
1. encyclopedia /en,saiklau'piidja/ n. BReH, (E %88
HeH,. ke
2. brand /brand/ n. () —Ffh, (BR—
B —3K

3. telecommunications/'teliko,mju:ni'keifonz/n. B, KR#EE BEF
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4. device /di'vais / n. BB HE IR

5. variously /'veoriasli/ ad. DAARFEMIZFR; AR

6. merger /'med3a(r)/ n. B Rk

7. reply /ri'plai/ vi. ma . &H

8. provider /pra'vaida(r)/ n. RO & REE  FRKIED
MA

9. preselect /wprizsi'lekt/ vt. ?ﬁ#ﬁﬁ&a‘%,?ﬁ%%;ﬁ

10. menu /'menju:/ n. YT B REREE L
B ER R L HR

11. ironically /ai'ronikali/ ad. BAERREk#; B &
K ;4 AW B A

12. battery /'baetari/ n. —F,—H;— &5 ;dEib

13. arcane /a:'kein/ a. MR, RN BE
]

14. access /'akses/ ut, Ui Y8 i8], B8

15. account /o'kaunt/ n. PG (B EBORRE;
EPL.RIEA

16. touch-screen /"tatfskriin/ n. HYGE S S BE1T I8k
EHEEDMEKXBRRE.
foh 458 B

17. icon /'aikon/ n. B 1% ; il 3

18. password /'paiswa:d/ n. Q79 INEN. T

19. sender /'senda(r)/ n. RixE AN ‘

20. drawback /'dro:baek/ n. SR KR AR R RS

21. document /'dokjumant/ n. NS SCER

22. graphics /'graefiks/ n. GHIEE 8=

23. appendage /a'pendid3/ n. B8 9 s B

24. appealing /a'pilin/ a. E<R- 3 Yl RPN G
A

25. attempt /a'tempt/ ut. =ik, i AE

26. gibberish /'dzibarif/ n. SCHRASE i S Ak

27. retrieve /ri'trizv/ ut. €20 Lio%

28. browsing /'brauziyg/ n. N8 EEE A

29. default /di'falt/ n. it sk, fE (E) (BRHE

EAETHIESRKREIE,



4 FIECHAE GO
7 LA R G B (e i T %
fER )
30. sharp /fa:p/ a. 2R 5o B, F0 R TR BT ) 5
HER, EEMN
31. desktop /'desktop/ a. (ERF)ERH
32. browser /'brauzo(r)/ n. 7 DNk
33. limited /'limitid/ a. BEREY
34. counterpart /'kauntapa;t/ n. HA3FE A G Y 3t
M A (D
35. format /fomaet/ ut. 679 W ARIE o HE#E X
36. odd /od/ a. TN HEN.FTEY
37. location /lau'keifan/ n.. YT s DR 8T
Phrases and Expressions
1. find one’s way KB GEAL) s TRA AR ERR (FEL) ;B HiEE
2. for short TEREHAERTRS
3. boot up GtYssh
4. set up KELEE,RE
5. pick up " REI R € g LIpE:
6. next to gﬁ ...... %m’ﬂﬁ]‘&;%? ...... ZE’ZK:F-
7. pop up R HE (R EID
Proper Names
1. ATM automated teller machine H 48 B AL, UL
2. PC personal computer I A ESL
3. ISP Internet service provider B IR 5 Bt E
Notes
1. they were J& wish M EIENF], AfE A B T 5| 5 that, wish JFHEENA]
HWERAEVREBLE  EABLES. BTN TFHERR  WRFHE R EH FHE
1 07 4 P, 5 AR AEL IR A B8 4 — R 0 B 45 I 4 TR A HE AR B I B3
KEBE . AAREC B FHHBEE, AR AEEMERE,
2. variously called an e-mail phone or Internet phone £if X 1E&EiEVEEIE,
#5185 telecommunications device,
3. being able to read and reply to electronic mail directly from the phone &3
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10.

FE4Y AR AE B 1A mean MEE., BN FHERR N TABHEXLHY
KRRERIGERM, EERRET U EEERIE LR EREZ a7,k

FERHMAHBEN, EEREHAERAE N ANHE.

although 3| @ — b RIBAE, HGHBE T itis, BAKEBR M FHRE
RGN, CRERER LAZE T M EE R, UEHE BRI, REFREX

EEEL  REBEARR, BRERHALD.

which 2| SEREEE BN EHTEE N F. BONERR FLEiE

RO T FE R B MR 5 RAL AR, X AR S E 7
XA FH,it HR—MEREE, AEMEIERAERX IS to set up an

Internet phone,

XE-AEEEA] LA Y T Once it (B your account name and password) is
accepted. .. BAIMEER . — B RAK P 2R OSSR B PR %5
BRI BB TFHRBEREFAFEL.

the message was sent 2 & i M 4] , i the date, NI AT BE T that, H] T /)
EEE. -BAT EERRSERERTFREE FRBREFRNER. &
FEEBERENET FEEERERREAMIIRER.

that 3| S H & AN AIFERIE (BEM EEMD) . BEER B FEABRIEN

— AP B R TR X ST S B A — R T DL R R A e e
exchanging pictures of the kids or grandkids via e-mail appendages A
SAEEEEE. BEE R W R TR SRR B L F RN TR
FEa% B FREFEARSI AN TEZ —

Exercises

Reading Comprehension

Choosc the best choice to answer the following questions or complete the
statements according to the text:
(1) Which of the following statements about the e-mail phone is NOT true?
A It is a new kind of telecommunications device.
B) It is the merger of telephone and computer.
C) It is an attractive part of what a computer provides.

. D) It is an important kitchen utensil.

(2) With the e-mail phone you can do all of the following EXCEPT

A) read and reply to electronic mail directly
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B) do the housework, although at slow speeds
C) search the Web to make vacation plans and research homework
assignments
D) make phone calls
(3) A preselected menu of ISPs will
A) make it harder for you to access your e-mail account from the phone
B) make it easier for you to get the phone started
C) make it more difficult to set up the Internet phone
D) make it impossible for you to get information from the ISPs
(4) In order to use an e-mail phone, you
A) should be familiar with computer
B) should have studied computer science for at least one year
C) needn’t have any computer experience
D) must get a battery of arcane information from your current ISP
(5) To read the message, you should
A) touch the item that you want to read or hit the button next to it
B) delete the message that you have read before
C) press one of the buttons on an ATM machine
D) have to boot up your personal computer
(6) One serious drawback to the e-mail phone is that
A) you can not delete the message directly
B) have to share the e-mail account with a personal computer
C) it can not receive or send attached files
D) you can not reply to the message
(7) According to the passage, is one of the more attractive
aspects of electronic messaging.
A) retrieving the message and file on the computer
B) exchanging pictures via e-mail appendages
C) starting a Web browsing session
D) searching the Web for information
(8) The Web browser built into the e-mail phones is limited, so
A) the software sometimes doesn’t recognize some formatting codes
B) the default page can not be displayed sometimes
C) the quality of the graphics is very good

D) the images are just as sharp as those on desktop PCs
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2. Answer the following questions according to the text:

(1) What’s an e-mail phone in brief?

(2) Does it require computer experience to use an e-mail phone?

(3) What is the function of a preselected menu of ISPs?

(4) Why is it harder to set up an Internet phone if you already have an

e-mail account?

(5) What is the most obvious drawback to the e-mail phone?

(6) What has become one of the more attractive aspects of electronic

messaging?

(7) Why do pictures pop up in odd locations with the e-mail phone?

(8) Will e-mail phones really come into your home in the near future?

I  Vocabulary

1. Fill in the blanks with the words or expressions given below. Change the

form where necessary:

next to transfer pick up set up for short
similar to reach boot up sign up  brand
(1) The department manager bought a car that is his last one,

except for the color.

(2) Your son is the tallest boy Peter in the class.

(3) The broker his investments out of the bond market.

(4) We the harbor lights as we sailed along. »

(5) Mr. Smith had his own of humor. Every student liked him
very much.

(6) My name is David, or Dave . You can call me Dave.

(7M1 my computer when I first bought it, and I have never turned



