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Lesson One

Machines in the City

1. Dick Mallory is a hook publisher™, Hi§ office on the
fortieth floor of a skyscraper in the L(‘Ill(‘l of New -York
City is the world he works in. _The w orld he liv cs in is a
white house on a quict street in a suburb 30 miles from
the big city. Whether he is at work ih the héart of thie big
city or at home in the quiet suburb chk’s life is tied to
machines®. In many ways he replcscnts ‘modern man in
the blg city—modern man in the machine age.

2. In a typical working day®, Dick and his wife are
awakened by the buzzing of an electric alarm clock.  As
he pushes a button to silence the alarm, he turns on thc
radio beside his bed to hear the morning news.  Then he
goes to the bathroom for a quitk_shai'c with his electric
shaver.

3. After dressing, Dick gocs to the thchen, wherc his
wife has begun to preparc breakfast. Eggs are “cooking
on the élcctric stove, bread is being toasted in an electric
toaster, and coffee is being made in an electric ceffee
maker. Frem the electric refrigerator Dick takes a carton

of cream, another of fresh milk, and a can of frozen orange

. 1 .



juice. He opens the can with an electric can opener and
mixes the contents with several cans of cold water. Then
the orange juice is ready, and Dick and 'his wife can begin
breakfast. During breakfast, they sometimes watch the
‘morning news program on television. ‘

4. After breakfast Dick gets the car out of the garage,
and" his wife drives him to the railroad station. The
station is ctowded with other commuters like himself,
people who must travel 30 or even 50 miles to the city and
back every day. Some are reading the morning paper;
others are talking with one another, waiting nervously
for the train. If the train is Iate, their routine, timed to
the minute*, could easily be upset.  But exactly on schedule,
the train arrives at the station. Forty-five minutes later
it arrives in the city, still on schedule.

5. With the other commuters, Dick hurries from the
train into the station. As he nears the door, it'is whipped
open by an electric eve, and he passes through into the
waiting room. A moment later he steps onto a moving
stairway that takes him rapidly up to the street level®
Buses and taxis are everywhere, but because Dick’s office
is only four blocks away, He always walks.

6. Soon He is inside the sixty-story skyscraper where
his company has offices. At a long bank of elevators he
waits until a green light flashes for an up car, then steps
inside. He pushes the button for the fortieth floor, the
door closes, and the car rises smoothly and noiselessly.

. 2 .



7. 'When the elevator reaches the fortieth floor, the
door again slides open, and Dick steps into the familiar
hall with its early-morning quiet, and hurries to his
office. He turns on the lights and is soon at work. There
is much to be done before the clerks and secretaries begin
to arrive.

8. An hour later the day’s routine begins with the
arrival of the mail. As he reads it, he usually takes notes®,
and on the more urgent points picks up the telephone
and calls other departments in the building and other

- businesses in New York. It is a matter ¢f routine? for Dick

to call the company’s offices in Chicago and San Francisco,
and sometimes even to call its representatives in London
and Paris. Once he has the information he needs, he
dictates letters into a recording machine for his secretary
to type and return to him later for his signature.

9. At times Dick is aware of the workers in the outer
office answering telephones, typing letters, and filing
papers. From a room next door he hears the even clicking
of a machine that is duplicating copies of schedules and
instruction sheets. Other machines are taking pictures
of important letters and documents and producing many
copies in a few minutes. From a special office nearby
comes the hum of an electromnic computer, which is recording
orders, billing customers, and making out® the company
payroll.

10. Often Dick is also aware of other sounds, the more

L] 3 -



or less muffied traffic noises that come from the street
down below — the honking of horns, the blowing of
whistles, the screeching of brakes.  These are curiously
mixed with the clang of hammers and riveting machines
and with the shouts of the workmen putting up a new
skyscraper next door.  But Dick is used to noise®—for the
big city, a city of machines, must be a city of noise.

11. Although he is used to the noise, Dick usually looks
forward to'® the end of the day, when he can return to his
house in the quict suburb. For relaxation he may mow

“the lawn with his power mower; or sometimes he repairs
a piece of furniture with his clectric tools. He may help
his young children build a pen for their pet rabbit. Or he
may just sit in a comfortable chair watching television
or listening to his favorite music on the record player.

12. In the office or at home, machines are a part of the
Mallorys® life'*.  Like many other city people, they would
find it hard to live without machines:

New Words and Expressions

1. skyscraper ,/'skai skreipa/ n. e B
2. buzzing /'bazig/ =, NG T (I e, e
' WA R
3. alarm o'la:m " =, R B 1= 01 ) 45 ok i ney
g
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alarm clock ,/5'la:m klok/
. refrigerator [ ri'fridzoreita, n.

. carton /'ka:ton, n.

6. mix /miks/ v.

10.
11.
12.

13.
14.

15.
16.
17.
18.

., contents ,'kontents,/ n.

. garage /'gmra:d3/ n.

. commuter /ka‘mju:ta/ n.

routine /ru:'tin/ a.
upset /Ap'set/ v.

schedule /'Jedju:l 3;

‘skedzul %, n

on schedule

whip /hwip/ w.
block /blok/ a.

elevator /'eliveita/ n.

flash Alzf; @
slide /slaid, @.

urgent /'s:d3snt/ a.
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19..
20.

21.
22.
23,
24,
25.
2.

27,
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.

37.
38.
39.
40.
41,

information /info'meifon/ n.

dictate /dik'teit/ v.

signature /'signitfo/ n.
file /fail/ v.

clicking /'klikin/ n.
duplicate /'dju:plikit/ v.

document /'dokjumont/ .

hum /ham/ n.

electronic /ilek'tronik/ a.
computer /kom'pju:ta/ n.
customer /'kaAstoma/ n.

“payroll /'peiraul/ n.

muffle /'mafl/ .
honk /hopk/ v.
horn /ha:n/ n.
blow /blau/ v.
whistle. /'fiwisl/ n.
screech /skri:tf/ v.

brake /breik/ n.
curiously /'kjusrissli/ ad.
clang /klen/ n.
rivet /'rivit/ v.

relaxation /rilek'scifn/ n.
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42,
43,
44

mow /mou ¥; mau E/ . ACEDY, #OLD

lawn /loin/ n. BOHE, B

pet /pet/ a. 15 205 35 3 9 4 3R
Notes

. book publisher$ £ ifi 7§ ( IX B Fnewspaper publisher

“I8 4% % 7 N7 Jr magazine publisher “ZEEITA”.)

. (be) tied to machines BIATFHLH MK BUHUR

tie (/tai/) B RERYEE, BIE “CBA. %)
4, B Hg, FRiEl”%, be tied to somebody or
something 4 “fk %, KBUEASEYD”, .
He is tied to his bed. fBEMERIE,
He was tied to the job by the contract. 4% &

[ RS, R MR TAE,

. working day T{kH (e # % workday, RH|'F

Sunday“E #{H” } holiday “4&EH”", )

. timed to the minute (FHE %, HRZ)RE THH

HEE, EF-HHNHHERIETH
time ZE3X BRIE R Y 3hiA, BB “KH - HBE",

. level ['levl] K F1H, the street level}y“#HiH~, M AbIE

KEMBTRERKBEEZERADES LAF BN L
%D

. note /nout/ %&ig, ioF

take notes K *id%Eid; fERHR",

. a matter of routine [ru:'ti:n] —#HHFTHF
. make out ER“F i, HH, HHy (B, W),

. 7



Bl it .
make out a book list FF i —sk43 48
make out a check FFF
9. (be) used to something Yy “HYFHH?;  (be)
used to doing something 5 J7 “4f-F eS¢, #n.
He is used to hard work. {hf W% 146,
He is used 1o getting up carly. Ml 4f1-7 WL,
10. look forward to somcthing Uiy s H (N B R K K
4:)”; ook forward to doing something 2% “W 3 fi
FH, il
He looked forward to the summer vacation.
by 77 S AR T .
1 look forward to seeing you. WKL FIMR,
11. the Mallorys’ life WAL K IO0CH BB —%K N) y4:
W ERE Mallory WyRTHI A7 5@ the, T H Mallory
MEEME T " RRABOEX, BEHEAH—TRR
FAEHSMME ")

COMPREHENSION

Yes-No Questions .
1. Is Dick. a book publisher ? Yes, he is.

Is his office in a skyscraper ?

Is the skyscraper in Chicago ?

Does Dick live in a suburb ?

Is the suburb 10 miles from the city ?

o oo wN

. Is Dick’s life ticd to machines ?




7. s Dick awakened by the paperboy ?
8. Does he listen to the morning news ?

9. Is the radio beside his bed ?

10. Does he use an electric shaver ?
Or Qucstions

1. Is Dick a salesman or a book publisher 2 He's a

. Ts his officec on the thirticth floor or the forticth floor ?

. Is the suburb quict or noisy 7 __

2
3. Does Dick live in a white house or a red house? _
4
5

. Does Dick go to the railroad siation by bus or by car ?__
6. Is the station deserted or crowded with commuters ?

7. Does the train arrive late or on schedule ? e
8. Docs Dick take a taxi to his office or docs-he walk ?
9. Is his officc building forty or sixty storics high ? .
10. Docs Dick hurry to his oflice or does he take his time 2 __

Wh Questions
How is Dick awakencd ? He's awakened by

—

How does he silence the alarm ?

. What does he turn on after he wakes up ?

. Why does he turn on the radio ?

What device opens the station door for Dick ?
What machine carries him up to street level ?
. What must Dick do to get to the forticth floor ?

. What doecs he use the telephone for ?

@ 2 ;U W N

What machine helps him to write letters 2 __

._.
o

What machine records orders, bills customers, and makes out

the company payroll ?

Contradiction and Comment

First contradict the statement. Then supply a. comment that

. Q .



cxplains why the statement i incorrect. Refer to the reading whenever

you need to.

MODEL Dick walks to the station.
No, he doesn’t. His wife drives him there.

pt

. Dick Mallory is an engineer. No, he isn’t. He’s a

. His office is in Chicago.
. Dick lives in New York City.

. Dick works in the suburbs,

. Dick prepares breakfast.

Dick drinks fresh orange juice.

Commuters walk to work.

The train arrived late.

© oo w e e N

Dick could walk to work if he wanted to,

—
e

Dick should walk upstairs to his office.

MODEL Dick’s wife—doesn’t drive a car.
Yes, she does. She drives him to the railroad station.

11. Dick doesn’t walk from the station to his office. Yes, he
does. His office

12. Dick doesn’t depend on elevators.

13. Dick doesn’t make long distance calls.

14. Dick doesn’t dictate letters.

15. The copying machines aren’t fast.

16. The big city isn’t noisy.

17. Dick can’t mow the lawn.

18. Dick can’t rcpair furpiture.

19. Dick’s children don’t have any pets.

20. Machines aren’c a necessary part of the Mallorys'life.




GRAMMAR

Clauses with when and while

1.1 Combine the paired sentences by using wher or while. Remember
that when means something like “at that moment,” and while means
something like “during that time.” Follow the appropriate model

below.

SITUATION One day Dick drove his car to work.
MODELS He got in the car.
He put the key in the ignition.
When he got in the car, he put the key in the ignition.

The motor was warming up.
He checked the gas gauge.
While the motor was warming up, he checked the gas

gauge.

1. He turned the corner.
He saw a traffic light ahead.

When he turned the corner, he saw

2. He got 1o the traffic light.
It turned red.

P

3, He saw the red light.
He stopped the car.

4. He was waiting for the light to change.
He turned on the car radio.




