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Foreword

The Mi-deer (Elaphurus davidianus) is one of the few
species of large mammals that becomes extinct in the wild but
safely preserved in captivity in the world. It is a typical repre-
sentative of Chinese fauna and is part of China’s natural and
cultural heritage. Currently, people are trying to release
captive-bred individuals to the field. Since perhaps very few
animals in China can compare with it on account of its enor-
mous contribution and influence to the long Chinese history,
this book Research on the Mi-deer involves a large scope of
time and space.

This book covers both ancient and modern periods, social
and natural sciences, and it contains numerious materials,
many new discoveries, new concepts and new ideas and large
quantity of important information. Compared with the book
On the Mj-deer in China , which was published in 1990 (cover-
ing information collected before 1986) and dealt with the same
subject, this book added more than 70% new content. The
new content mainly comes from 4 aspects. First, it comes

from the large amount of new materials published by the Chi-
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nese and foreign scholars in the last two decades. Second, it
comes from the materials I wrote for the first book but was not
collected into that book, due to the lack of fund and limit of
space. Third, it comes from the over 10 notebooks, many
photo albums, many films, negatives and audio-visual mater-
ials I have kept since 1970, especially since 1984 when I partic-
ipated in the international cooperation project on Mi-deer re-
search and reintroduction., These notebooks contained infor-
mation on the Mi-deer research and re-introduction activities,
including dates, places, situations, processes, results and
other scientific background. Fourth, it comes from the large
amount of historical accumulation with high scientific and cul-
tural value I have discovered from the ancient documents.

In addition, based on many years of careful exploration
and analysis of ancient documents, 1 have made prefect a new
research method and operational scheme. In 1990, I first pro-
vided this method and scheme, which are perhaps both useful
to the research of the Mi-deer and other wild animals in the
historical period. This book has very high reference value and
readers will find it very interesting, too, because it contains
many interesting stories and vivid anecdotes.

Due to the declining power of the Qing dynasty, the Mi-
deer disappeared from China about 100 years ago, and as a re-
sult, the research-on Mi-deer abroad was much earlier than in
China. Since the Mi-deer was named a scientific name in 1866,
the Mi-deer research abroad has a long history and foreign

countries have many advantages in the aspects of individual
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biological and basic researches, which are still the hot spots of
research both at homeland and abroad.

This book contains my many years of hard work and deep
feelings with the Mi-deer research. I warmly hope that it will
be useful for the further research and conservation of the Mi-
deer and other wild animals and their habitats in the future.

Many people have given freely their time and expertise to
help with this book. I'm very grateful to Prof. Liu Hongshun
in the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences for providing
the meteorological data, to Ms. Cao Keming in the Central In-
stitute of Finance and Banking for solving the mathematical
problems, to Mr. Hu Zhuangjun in the Shanghai Surgical In-
struments Factory for operating the computer, and to Ms. Lei
Zhaohui in the Shanghai Solvent Factory for transcribing the
manuscript, drawing the figures and making the tables. 1 am
also indebted to those people who have not been mentioned

above but have helped me.
Cao Keqing

Shanghai Museum of Natural History ™
Dec. 2004

+ Incorporated in Shanghai Science and Technology Museum.
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