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After 0. Henry

F

fi-, his story was writien at the time when men
did not wear their watches on their arms as
they do now, but in their pockets, with a
chain. Women had long hair of which they were
very proud, and they put combs at the sides and
back.

One dellar and eighty-seven cents. That was
all. Della counted it three times. One dollar
and eighty-seven cenis, and the next day would
be Chrizstmas, She sat down and crnied. Defla
was Mrs. James Dillingham-Young. She and
her husband lived in two rooms at the top of a

building in a poor part of New York. Once Jim,
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Della’ s husband, had work which peid him thirty dollars a week;
but now he got unly twenty. Jim and Della loved each other very
much.

Della stopped crying. She stood by the window and looked
out. Tomorrow would be Christmas day and she had only one
dollar eighty-seven cents with which 1o buy Jim a present. She had
been saving every penny she could for months, and this is all she
had got. She had spent many happy hours planning something nice
for him, something fine and beauliful which was really worthy of
Jim.

Suddenly she turned quickly round and stood in front of the
looking-glass. Her eyes were shining brightly, but her face had lost
its color. She quickly pulled down her hair and let it fall 10 its full
length.

There were two possessions of Mr. and Mis. Yoeung in which
they took great pride. Une was Jim’ s gold watch. That watch had
belonged to his father and hefore that 1o his grandfather. The ather
proud possession was Della’s hair: it was beautiful hair: it flowed
down her back like a golden river.

She quickly did up her hair again. She put on her old ceat and
the old brown hal, ran down the stairs and out inle the street.
She stopped at a shop: * Madame Sofrone, Haur-goods of ell kinds”
She ran up the stairs.

“Will you buy my haii?” said Uella.
“I buy hair, " =aid Madame. ~Take off your hat and iet me ~ee
it.”

Down flowed the river of gold.

Madame lifted the hair in her hand. “Twenty dollars. " she sind.
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“Give it me quickly, " said Della.

For the next two hours Della was searching the shops for
Jim’ s present, She found the present at last. It had certainly been
made for Jim and for no one else. It was good encugh to go with his
watch.  In the past Jim sometimes did not like to take out his watch
because it had no chain; but, with that chain on his watch, Jim
might look at the time in any company.

When Della reached home she set to work to do something to her
hair, and her head was covered with lintle curls which made her look

like a schoolboy.

At seven o’ clock the evening meal was ready.

Jim was never late. She held the watch-chain in her hand and sat-
on a corner of the table near the door through which he always came
in. Then she heard his step on the stairs. She said a liitle prayer:
“ Please, God, make Jim think I am still pretty. * The door opened
and Jim came in. He looked very thin and serious. Poor fellow, he
was only twenty-two. He needed a new coat.

Jim stopped inside the door and stood there. His eyes were fixed
on Della. There was a strange lock in them. It was not anger, nor
surprise. Della could not understand that strange look. He simply
stood there locking at her — looking.

Delia got off the table and went to him.

“Jim dear. " she said, “don’t look at me in that way. I — | had
my hair cut off and [ sold it, hecause I couldn’ t have tlived
through Christmas without giving von a present. My hair wil) grow
again.  You don’ 1 mind, do you? I had to do it. My hair grows
very fast. Say *~ Happy Christmas’, Jim, and let’s be happy. You
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don’t know what a beautiful present I’ ve got for you.”

“You’ ve cut off your hair? "said Jim, as if he hadn’t quite un-
derstood the fact yet.

“Yes, T’ ve cut it off and sold it, " said Della. “Don’ t you like
me just as well without my hair? I" m just the same girl without my
hair, aren’t 1?”

Jim looked about the room, “You say your hair is gone?” he
said. .

“You don’t need to look for it, " said Della. “Itell you it's
sold. It” s sold; it” s gone. And this is the evening before Christ-
mas, Jim. I sold it for you. It may be that “the hairs of my head
are numbered”; but nobody could ever count my love for you.
Shall [ get the meal ready, Jim?”

Jim took Della in his arms and kissed her. Then he took a packet
out of his coat pocket and put it on the table.

“Don’ t make any mistake, Della, ” he said. “Idon’ t think
there’ s anything that you could do o your hair which would make
me love may girl any less. But, if you will undo that packet, you
will see why 1 was rather swprised at first. 7

Della undid the packet and gave a cry of joy. Then she began to
cry. For there lay the combs! The set of combs, side and back,
which She had looked at so long in the window of a shop. They
were beautiful combs with jewels in them, just the right colour for
her hair. She had looked at them and wanted them, yet never hoped
io possess them. Now they were hers; but the hair for which she
had wanted them was gone.

She looked up at Jim with tear-filled eyes. Then, with a smile,
She said, “My hair grows so fast, Jim."
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She jumped up and cried, “Oh! Oh! Oh!”

Jim had not vet seen his beautiful present. She held it out to him
in her open hand. The bright gold shone.

“Isn’ t it beautiful, Jim? I hunted all over the town to find it
You'll have to look al the time a hundred times a day now. Give me
your watch, I want to see how it looks on it.

Jim did net obey. He sat down, and put his hands behind his
head and smited.

“Della, " he said, “ler’ s put our Christmas presents away and
keep them for a time., They’ fre too nice to use just at present ... |
sold the watch 1o get the money Lo buy your combs. Now shall we
have our evening meal?”

The Magi brought presents to Jesus Christ on the first Christmas
aof all Christmases. They first had the idea of giving Ghristmas pre-
sents. They were wise. Here | have told you this story of two
foolish children in a poor set of rooms who gave up for each other his

or her greatest treasure. They chose their presents unwisely; but

those gifts which are the sign of real love are the best gifts of all. [
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7Glance over the text quickly ONCE and see if you can
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answer the following questions.

1.

A

ok e -

What were men and women proud of at the time when
the story was written?

Where did Della and her husband live? Were lht;.'}' a
weslthy couple?

What had Della been planning before Christmas Day came?

. How did Della get this one dollar and eighty-seven cents?

What were two possessions of Mr. and Mrs. Young in
which they took great pride?
For what purpose did Della sell her treasured golden hair?

. Why did Della choose the waich-chain as her present to her

husband?

How did Della feel when she was waiting for her husband to
come back?

Why was Jim rather surprised when he first saw Della

without her beautiful hair?

. Was Jim very unhappy with Della when he learned that she

had sold her hair just to buy him a present? What did he

say about it?

. Use each of tihe following terms in a sentence.
1o wear
to take pride in
to be worthy of
to pay

to {ix one’ s eyes on
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to set to work
to live through
to number

to hunt

. to undo

. Match the term in the left column with one which
has o SIMILAR meaning in the right column.

looking-glass & Ela.
put on [Zib.
Berious & @c.
count [(Ad.
tear-filled He.
gift 7))
glgn Eg.
gone EAh
pretty L gl
. possessions ]

grave
teariul
fair
mirror

wear

. belongings

disappeared

. add up to

symbol

present

1. On what occasions do you receive presents?

. Do you think it is unwise of Mr. and Mrs. Young to give up for

each other his or her greatest treasure? What comments do you

make about their choice?

the story?

. Where do you think the climax of the story lies?
. What is the theme of the story? How do you feel about the end of

. Explain the meaning of the story’s title.
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Cluristmas

speed reading

In England, Christmas is the most important of al} the “Bank

Holidayg" in the year. Two important things, apart from religions
aignificance, help to set this holiday apart from all others: the
custems of giving gifts and the habit of spending it with the family.
In the present highly Qummmmalmei age we are reminded of
Christmas many weeks before the event. In the shops special
Christmas displays appear and outside them are the special Christ-
mas decoratiops. In the shopping centres of very large towns deco-
rations are put up in the streets. In London thousands of people
flock into () the centre of the town to see the decorations in
TOeR IO AR e 0T
Oxford Street, Regent Street, Piccadily and elsewhere. The
advertisements in all the newspapers remind us incessantly (A f¥
#1) that there are “Only x more shopping days to Christmas”, The
post office yaﬁé are covered with brightly celoured posters (¥Ft)
exhorting (ﬂﬁ} us to “Past Early for Christmas”, for hundreds
of millions of Christmas cards and millions of parcels are sent every
year. Everywhere one tums, one is made aware that Christmas,

N i L] . [ .
which comes “but once a year , is coming once again.

Many people deplore (Xf------X&E|5{H) what they consider
the over—commercialization of a sacred( #ft & 87 )} holiday, but,

underneath all the business activity, a great deal of genuine Christmas
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spirit is to be found. The custom of giving presents to one’s family
and friends is a very pleasant one so long as one remembers that
it is the spi;‘it behind the gift which matters most and not the gift
itseif. And how good it is at Chrisimas to return to the family
home and meet parents, grandparents and as many aunts, uncles
and cousins as can be accommodated. Without twentieth-century
means of transport, many families would be denied the Christmas
reunion.

On Christmas Eve, the traditional ritual of hanging up a stecking
at the foot of the bed is performed by millions of excited chil-
dren. During the day the Christmas tree will have been dressed. All
is now ready for the great morning, which comes round soon e-
nough, in spite of the efforts of many of the younger children to stay
awake until Santa Claus (or Father Christmas, as some call him)
steals in to deliver the presents they have asked him for.

Christmas Day is spent quietly at home. The excitement of all
the presents is hardly over before it is the time for the traditional
Christmas dinner: turkey, duck or chicken with rich fruity
Christmas pudding afterwards. At tea-time the crackers are pulled.
The evening is spent in games, merrime.nl and more _éali-ng and
drinking. There is always Boxing Day (the Bank Holida-y after
Christmas Day) on which to recover, if all the excitement and food

have proved a little too much. []

wehnsin Heae |

7 |. Decide which answer best completes the following
statements according to the information in the passage.
(1. Christmas differs from the other holidays in that ———.
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A. it is one of the most important holidays in England

it is the only religious holiday in the western world

=

C. people must come back for the reunion dinner on
Christmas FEve
D. ;J)eople have the habit of giving gifts and spending the
holiday with the family
[J2. We are reminded of Christmas many weeks before the event
because ——.
A. everyone is busy posting the Christmas cards
-B. the shopping centres are overcrowded with the shoppers
c people are told by the newspapers that Christmas is only
once & year
D. people can see the special decorations put up everywhere
(13. What the gift matters most is that — . { i
A. the Christmas gift should be genuine ”
B. the Christmas gifi should not be commercialized
C. the genuine Christmas spirit is to be found behind the gifi
D. the Christmas gift should be good and pleasant
[J4. Many people are filled with sorrow because

A. all the commercial activity is sacred at Christmas time

B, Christmas is such a sacred holiday that it should
not be overcommercialized

C. they no longer feel the genuine Christmas spirit in the
highly commerialized age

D. the shopping centres have gone too far in their advertise-
menks

[15. On Boxing Day, people ——.

A. spend their time in games, merriment and more eating and
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drinking

spend their time walching boxing games on TV

. recover themselves from too much excitement and food

. enjoy the traditional Christmas dinner in the evening

. Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or

false (F) according to the information given in the
passage.

" EJ 6. Christmas is a holiday of religious significance.

[ 7. We are remindad of the coming Christmas by all the
commercial activity.

[ 8. The post office urges us to post early for Christmas because
there are millions of cards and parcels sent at one time.

[0 9. Without such modem transporiation means as cars or trains,
many families would have to live through Christmas without
the Christmas reunion.

[110. The excitement of all the presents is hardly over until it is the

time for the traditional Christmas dinner. .
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Jemufer Stemhauer

.sf"‘.;;fler a 22-year marriage that ended in di-
vorce, Cynthia Stech says she has finally fig-
M how to mansage love.

She has & pomantic interest, he has moved
into her house in ka]nmoo. Mich., and that is
probably how things are going to stay.

“I'm not sure that marriage isn’t an
optien, * said Ms. Stech, 59, an office man-
ager who began living with Fred Tremdlay, 66,
a year and a half ago. “But we haven’t figured
out why we would do it. Clearly we are not
starting a family, and we're mot planning
a 30-year partnership. We're just grate-
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